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The evidence of waste and extravagance which
is being dragged out before the select Committee
over which Lord Randelph Churchill presides, is
appalling. In one Department of the War Office
it cost £ 5000 to supervise an expenditure of £250
per year,

* » *

What Zruth calls * the butcher's bill " for the
Burmah campaign has been received from Simla.
The British army has lost from disease and in
action, 35 officers dead, 54 wounded, 125 invalided,
Soldiers: 624 dead, 111 wounded, and 1,502
invalided. Natives of all ranks: 1,004 dead, 315
wounded, ;:nd 2,594 invalided. .

For six hours on Saturday the 2oth inst. the
Government were heckled and badgered about
Egypt, Arabi Pasha and Sir Drummond Wolff.
The countenances of ministers were a study

—especially that of Mr. * Closuve Smith "—which
was one of blank despair, and' their repeated
glances at the clock showed plainly enough how
rejoiced they would be when the hand pointed
10 .45 ami relieved them from their misery.

o> - L

The extraordinary sitting was convened to vole
supplies. Instead however of obtaining money, the
ministerial benches were fairly bombarded by
member after member with speeches and attacks,
in which nearly every phase of the Egyptian ques-
tion was opened up. ‘The policy of the Govern-
ment was defended in a flaccid speech by Sir J.
Ferguson Eul not a penny was voted.

*

During the sittings of the Trades TJnion Con.
gress at Swansea a public meeling will be held in
support of our principles. The Trades Council
have very kindly promised us the use of the
Albert Hall in which the Congress is to meet.
The Mayor will preside, and in addition to several
delegates attending the Congress, Messrs. Abraham,
M.P.,, Fenwick, M.P,, Pickard, M.P., Cremer,
M.P., and John Wilson, ex M.P., have promised to
speak on the occasion.

* L] L3

The friends and advocates of peace are getling
into very respectable society. The Conference of
the Association for the Reform and Codification
of International Law was held in the Guildhail
and the Lord Mayor invited the members of the
Conference to dine with him. One of our well-
known judges, Mr. Justice-Butt, presided at the
first sitting of the Conference, and in his opening
address earnestly advocated International Arbitra-
tion. The Attorney-General, Sir Richard Webster,
M.P,, also took an active part in the progeedings.

+* *

Of course it goes without saying that Mr. Henry
Richard's paper on the ‘“Further Progress of
International Arbitration” was an able one, and
that its delivery was listened ta with wrapt atten-
tion. We were glad to note that Mr, Justice Butt
and the Attorney-General paid a well merited
compliment to Mr. Richard, The discussion which
followed the reading of the paper was taken part
in by Mr. Dudley Field, who presided on the
occasion, Mr, Rowntree, M.P,, Mr. Cremer, M.P,,
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Mr. Snape, Sir Wilfrid Lawson, M. F. Passy,
member of the French Parliament, Professor Levi,
Sir J. Pease, M.P., Dr. Pankhurst, and others.
My, Richard was warmly thanked for his paper.

» » *

The address to the American President and
Congress. Up to the time of going to press 207
Members of Parliament have signed the address,
11 of them being Conservatives. We should have
been glad to have secured the adhesion of a
greater number of Conservatives, and invitations
were forwarded to nearly every member of
that political party ; 150 of the signatures are the
result of a personal canvas by Mr, Cremer, the
remainder were obtained by correspondence. Next
month the entire list will be published in the
Aréitrafor. Nearly all the members of the late
Liberal Government who sit in the House of
Commons have appended their signatures, several
of them expressing their cordial approval of the
effort, That locks healthy,

® * -

If the Germans are not what is called smart or
lively in their doings, they are shrewd and quite
ready to turn an honest penny, even when by
doing so they help to increase the popularity of
those who are considered to be their enemies.
Over and over again the leaders of the French
Patriotic League have protested against drinking
German beer, being shaved by German barbers, or
being attended upon by German waiters, but the
frantic appeals of the perfervid patriots appears to
produce little effect, for the consumption of beer goes
on, and the supply of barbers and waiters does not
diminish.

#* * *

But the patriots have a new grievance, for while
the League has been actively denouncing anything
and everything German, the discovery has been
made that while the League was vapouring and
manifesting in favour of General Boulanger as the
man who was to head a war of revenge, the cool
matter of fact Germans were busily engaged
exporting into France a large quantity of General
Boulanger's portraits. To turn to their own proht
the hatred of their enemies, is not only smart, but
an admirable way of taking revenge.

#* - #*

Some months ago General Fitz Wygram
discoursed for npwards of an hour to a handful of
members in the House of Commeons, upon the
subject of Horses. The burden of his song was,
that the Government would be unable to obtain a
sufficient supply in the event of a war, and that
they ought to take immediate steps to increase
the breed.

* L4 *
Well, anent the subject which is evidently a
favourite one with the gallant General, an
American Journal observes: ‘It is computed

that a war in Europe would destroy Lwenty
thousand horses a month. War ministers are
locking ahout all over the world to see where
they can get horses enough for their armies,
England reckens her horses at two milljons;
she has none to spare. Russia has twenty-
three millions, but will not allow a horse 1o
be exported. Canada has a million horses, and
the United States twelve millions. We trust not
one American horse will be sacrificed to the
insensate ambition of European despots. During
the war in Turkey twelve thousand horses were
left dead and dying on the battlefield.

* - L

Sir John Swinburne presided over 2 Conference
convened by the International Arbitration Asso-
ciation at the Westminster Palace Hotel on the
18th inst. The object of the Conference was te
consider the Egyptian difficulty, which like “the
poor is always with us”? Sir J. Campbell, M.P.
Mr, Rowntree, M.P., Mr. P. Stanhope, M.P., Mr,
Cremer, M.P, Mr. Allison, M.P., Mr. Wilfred
Blunt, Mr. Hodgson Pratt, and others took part
in the proceedings which were somewhat inter-
fered with by a wvery small band—about six
in number, who moved amendments to every
resolution.  In every instance they were however
defeated, and resolutions in favour of our with-
drawing from Egypt, and releasing Arabi Pasha,
were adopted with the excepticn of the six
dissentients,

* * #

Commenting upon the death of the great Ger-
man gun maker, Le Socialiste remarks, ** The
world-wide kgown Krupp is dead, He was a
typical bourgeois patriot, ready to sell his terrible
engines of destruction te any nation that would
pay his price. The armourers of Saint-Etienne,
of Saint-Chamond and other places rivalling the
celebrated manufacturers of Spain, supply arms 1o
all comers, and the rifles of the Anamites, and
Chinese used against the French troops, may have
issued from French armowies, or from those of
their allies. Such is bourgeois patriotism and
international amity.”’

WHO BEGAN IT.

Amidst the criticisms with which our Association has
had to contend during the seventeen years of its exist-
ence, no one has ever accused us of exaggerating our
importance, or blowing our own trumpet ; but only those
who have been engaged in our organizing, administrative
and propagandist work, know how repeatedly we have
efficed ourselves,and how often after starting and piloting
movements in which we were scarcely seen, but which
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accomplished a great amount of useful work, we were
content to take a back seat, caring wore for the results
achieved than for the honours of generalship. TFiom
time to time we have been remonstrated with by some
of our good friends for being too modest and unobtrusive,
and it was pointed out to us that the policy of efface-
ment was calculated to lessen the estimate of our lahours
and usefulness. DPossibly, cur friends were right, and as
we have lately observed with deep regret a tendency in
certain quarters to deprive us of the honours which we
may fairly claim; of taking, what several members of
Parliiment— some of them statesmen of the first rank—
have said is the most practical step which has ever
been initiated for the realization of our principles, we
reproduce from the first Report of the work of our Asso-
ciation the following passage. The Report is dated
July 1oth, 1871,

“When the Fnglish members of the Joiat fligh Commission,
appeinted to adjust the differences and claims avising out of
the Alabama dispute, reached America, the “American
Universal Peace Union ™ presented them with acongratulatory
address, expressing a hope that the appointment of the Com-
mission and the resolt of its labors would be to ensure perma-
nent peace between the two nations, T'o this address we sent
a hearty response, and are still engaged in an effort Lo open up
communications with the friends of peace in America, 23 we
eatertain a lively faith and hope, that the labours of the Joint
High Commission, which it is now almost certain has resulted
in the peaceful adjusiment, of not only the difterences arising
out of the Alabama claims, but of all other differences that
existed between the two nations, will have so clearly demon-
strated, not only the desirability, but the practicability of
adjustivg  International differences without war, that “the
establishment of a * High Court of Nations,” an * Inter-
national Arlitration Court,” or a permanent ¥ High Commis-
sion,” will he rendered comparatively easy. To those whe
appointed the * Joint High Commission,” and to the Commis-
sion itzelf, we tender our hearty thanks for having brought the
world so much nearer the peaceful goal, We shall still
continue our efforts to induce our American brethren to
declare with us, that whatever disputes may in the future arise
between themselves and ourselves, shall under no circumstances
be decided by the sword, but shall be referred, as the late
disputes have been, to a Joint High Commission, or some
other peaceful agency which may heiealter be determined on,
as we {eel assored t]}:at tire difficulty of getting the people of
America and the United Kingdom te declare in faver of such
a course, is not so great as some imagine, and is much easier
new than it ever was, and that when the iwo great Anglo-
Saxon nations shall have shown the other nations of the
world how international differences can be adjusted by peaceful
means, then, one by one, the peoples of the different natiouns
will compel their governments to join the ?eaceful tribunal,
and so the world will realise universal peace.'

From the above quotation it will be seen that seven-
leen years ago we were fully alive to the hnportance of
the movement in which we are still engaged, and the
reports of the Council’s proceedings, as well as the reso-
lutions adopted at pubiic meetings, prove that the
subject has never been lost sight of, but prosecuted with
the best efforts at cur command.

“Honour to whom honour is due,” and certainly to
the Council of our Association belongs the credit of
initinting the effort which has already resulted in securing
the adhesion, and promised co-operation of 207 members
of Parliament. \What effect the address will produce
upon the President, Congress and people of the United
States, we will not venture to predict, but we trust that
this brief epitome of our exertions, will suffice to prevent
any further attempt to snatch away our hard, but justly,
earned laurels,

THE PRES3 ON THE PROSPECTS OF AN ANGLO
AMERICAN TREATY OF ARBITRATION.

FROM THE “DAILY TELEGRAPH,”

It is pleasanl to hear of a project for advancing “peace on
earth and goodwill to men™ with which practical statesmen can
sympathise. Almuost all the schemes and proposals which emanate
periodically from societies for abolishing warfare are stamped
with a fatal misapprehension of possibilities. * * *# There
ix now, however, an enterprize on foot which appears to ns as
eminently reasonable as itis well inspired and of fair promise. A
memoriaf'ha.s been prepared for presehtation to the President
and Congress of the United States in favour of the conclusion
of a treaty which shall stipulate that differences arising between
Ameriea and England which cannot be adjusted by diplomatic
agency shall be referred to arbitration, ™ This document has
already been signed by two hondred English, Scotch and Welsh
Members of the Houge of Commons, including Mr. Bright, Mr,
Joseph Chamberlain, Bir George Trévelyan, Mr. Mundella, Br.
Stansfeld, Bir 1Lyon Playfair, and Mr. H. H. Fowler, I s
proposed to lay thie memaorial befcre the President and Congress
of the American Republic about the middle of October next, and
a depubation will l%ave England for Washington upon "this
imporgsnt errand during the first week of thut month. The
deputation, which will conzist of ten or twelve Members of the
Honsge of Commons—five of whom will be labonr representatives
—will have an interview with President Cleveland, Mr. Cremer,
M.P.. Secoretary of the Workmen's Teace Association, will
accompany it, o8 will also Mr. Burt, M.P., President of the
Agangiation. Lord Herschell and S3ir Lyon Playfair will join
the band of depoties in America, Goodwill and sincere humanity
must rank as credentials in such a business as well as established
reputation and hkigh capacity, nor conld any instrument of the
kind be unworthy of the close attention of the United States
Government which bore the names of so many British Parlia-
mentary 1epresentatives. * ¥ * Thiz memorial has evident!y
for its gasu; the maxim that no question can arize, as certainly no
question ought %o arise, bad enough and bnrning enoungh to
Justify

WAR BETWEEN THE TW0O GREAT ENGLIBH-EPEAKIKG

COMMUNITIES.

For our part we accept that maxim unhesitatingly : war ought
no more to he allowable between ua than muorder should be
licensed in a household of kinsfoll. ‘The common origin of the
two peoples counts for mch—their common langnage and
literature for even more; but most of all the position which
they oceupy at the head of civilisation, and of the vast and
dominant Anglo-Baxon race, Against all these strong rensons
for unbroken amity there may beurged, of conrse, the exﬁ)enance
of history., We all know only too well that kinship in blood did
not prevent the American Colonies from lreaking away by a
Joug and sanguinary conflict from the mother conntry. Notr did
even the closer relationship between the North and the Sonth
suffiee to settle the mortal goarrel over the negro slave which
cosb the United States a million of lives and hundreds of
raillions _sterling in treaenre. he very horror and
waste of those bygone examples of internecine sirife,
however, should render them impossible in tha fuoture,
We, at least, hove learned encngh from Boston tea-taxes
and Bunker's Hill te make np our minds nationally never
to coerce & grown-up colony againg ind the knowledge of that
spirit in ithe Central Realm has plainly drawn the over-sea
children of Britanniz eloser to her proud and protecting bosom.
Would the United States engage again in a strugele so desperate
a8 that of Federals and Confederates, if West and East found
some canse of dispute as bitter as that between South and North
which broke into civil war with the farous fivet cannon-ball at
Port Sumter? (Certainly not if they were wise, for the
Republic has learned thab the solution then obtained hy rivers
of blood might have been gained just as well by reason and
mediation. The problem is whether such sudden and inflam-
s as that of the Mason and Blidell capture or
the equipment of the Alabama could be disenssed and seifled
hetween countries 50 proud and powerf‘ul, if arms and their use
had beon definitely laid aside, We helieve that

THEY COULD AND WOULD BE £0 SETTLED, IF A COURT
WERE ESTABLIBHED

—snech as this memorial eoniemplates—absolufely above
snspicion by its composition, and containing men of character
and ability, which would be everywhere atknowledged as
commanding. 'To refuse to believe this would be publicly to
dethrone Reason and Jugtiee, * * * Weunderstand the twa

mabory incident:
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hundred memorialists to desire and to advocate that all matters
of dispute between England and America shall remain as now
for diplomaay first to handle, Diplomacy failing—as it has so
nearly failed several times between uns—they wish to see,
existing and established, a Court of Arbitrators, equally
reinforced from hoth sides of the Atlantic, to whose jurisdietion
it shall be the aceepted rule to refer the knotty matter which
had paralyeed diplomacy; the solemn conclusion of the Courb
to bind both nations. The detuails of the establichment of such
a Conrt of Arbitration would need, of course, the deepest care
and consideration, and its funclions would have to be sur-
rounded with every guarantee of purity and lofty purpose. But
we, at least, distinctly refuse to declare the coneception of it
chimerical between two snch nafural allies as the United Biates
and Great Britain, at a time when nothing more serious than a

dispute about fishing-baits disturbs our oordisl relations, and
when,

IF BUCH A LEAGUE OF BENSE AND HUMANITY

is imporuible for Englishmen and Americans, Christianity must
have but little infivence amongst the citizens of these great
Empires. No doubt it would be easy to imagine poinfa of
abrupt and vital difference which woznld stir up the passions of
hoth nations to a degree of heat never yef allayed in the annals
of onr belligerent breed without bloodshed. * * * Huch a
Court, however, equipped with the best legal and intellectnal
broing of hoth hemispheres, and rendered venerable and
anthoritative by names of the noblest citizens oun eithor side,
would not long exist without examining all perilous regions of
divided interests, and §mdually erectin%a corpus juris between
Unglich-speaking peoples which would have the recognition of
the whole Anglo-Saxon world, Every little trinmph of peace
and reason gained By such o new Amphictyonie Leagne would
make the way plainer to larger conquests of good rense and
friendship, while it silently built upon the best forndations an
edifice of pacific strength which might come to dictate pence
and Tenson to the world, * * ¢  With regard o England
and America, however, if reason and justice and the spirit of
human progress are ever to rule affaivs, they might surely now
hegin. ‘There are questions looming which make it especially
desirable—those connected with Newfoundland, Canada, the
Pansma Canal, the Pacific traffic, China, and others. By all
means let this most honourable effort be fairl{I tried, and man-
fully snpported, If it fail it will only prove how ineradicable
12 tha love of conflict among mankind ; if it succeed it might be
the commencement of a similar movement for the distracted
olitica of Europe, and the firet faint dawning gleam of that
ﬁetter time when ' the hoarse dull drum shall sleep, and Man
be happy yet 1"

PEGGING AWAY.
FROM THE “ NORTHERN ECHO."

The practical work of the friende of Peace, for the present,
must be the keeping of the Arbitration idea before the people,
and the pressing of it on national disputants whenever disputes
beeome critical. For this suhstitution of rational debate for
the sword, the masses of the peoplo are ripe. It is only the
diplomatists who now mensce the peace of the world, ord
Salisbury, who on Monday night denied that nations were now
in a condition of mind that makes for peace, never made a
greater mistake in hig life, If Lord Balishury's occasional
assnmptions of the Bobadil vein are meant 10 suit the taste of
the people, he should at once deviate inte more decent behavionr.
P'he growing contempt for mere militarism, the increasing ery

ainst military expenditure, the ready response to every
whisper of retrenchment—nay, the very manceuvres of clever
partisans who seek the popular vote~~all attest the maturity of
& public opinion hostila to war. -

GRASPING HANDS ACROSS THE SEA.
FROM THE “ECHOY

It is announced that the memorial to the President and
Congress of the United Btates in favour of an Arbitration
Trealy, has now been signed by no less than two hundred Mem-
Lere of Parliament. and that it will be presented by a deputation
of Bnglish Members at Washington about the middle of Qetober.
The memorial, it shéuld be stated, was really a response toa
mavement on the other side of the Atlantic, for notice of motion
in favour of an Arbitration Treaty hag already been given in
Congress, The relations hetween this conntry and the United
States are happi]g' 30 cordial that, in spite of pccasional fishery
disputes, we can hardly conceive the possibility of the two coun-
tries engaging in fratricidal strife, But the moral influence of a
treaty providing beforehand for arbitration in oases of dispube

cannot but have a beneficial effcet upon the world at large.
The dream of 4 United Btates of Europe, or even of an Amphie-
syomie Couneil of the Great Powers, seems yet a great way off ;
but slowly and surely we ace tending in that direction, and an
Arbitragion Treaty with Ameries will uot fail to have some
edncational effect npon the peoples of the (ontinent now eursed
by the crushing burdens of militarism. The initiative in this
matter was taken by the Workmen's Peace Association, who
have good raason to be proud of their success thns far. Fven
those who think that the Peace Party do mischief by encourag-
ing other nations te think lightly of England's power, will wish
God-speed to the movemeny in favour ofa permanent Treaty of
Arbitration. :

AN ANGLO-AMERICAN COURT.
FROM THE “GRAPHIO?

More than one hundred and seventy members* of the House
of Commens have signed & memorial to the President and Con-
gress of the United Btates in favour of the establishment of a
Court of International Arbitration forthe settloment of disputes
that may arise between England and America. In the autumn,
a deputation will go tv Ameriea for the purpose of presentinyg
the memorjal, and it is heped that the deputation may be joined
by Lord Herschell and Bir Lyon Playfair, who are to spend
some Gime in the United States. The idea of an Anglo-
American Court is excellent, and although, of course, it cannot
be immediniely realised, wo may hope that nltimately it will be
accepted with acclamation by the people of both countries. It
has become n commonplace of politics that a war between
England and America would be one of the greatest disasters the
world has ever known, Eaeh nation conld do the other incal-
culable injury, and it is searcely too mueh to say that all over
the world the progrees of eivilisation would be checked hy the
regults of so tervible a conflick.  In these circumstances an
Anglo-American war onght to be simply impossible, and wo
donbt it is the sincere wish of the vast wajority of both peoples
that they may never sgain find themselves arrayed against one
another. IF a serious cause of quarrel arose, a Court of Arbi-
tration might not be of much service; bub there is at least a
chance that it would suffice to prevent hostilities, and it is worth
while to make an effort to secore an institution of which even
that can be teuly said. Buch a Court would make it compara-
tively easy for the two countries to settle ordinary disputes, and
it effect would, therefore, necessarily be to d);scour e the
growth of sentiments from which war is always in the end apt to
spring. 'The establishment of an Anglo-American Tribunal
might perhaps mark & most important stage in the history of
monkind by suggesting the possibility of a Court of Arbitration
for all civilised States.

THE PEERY AXND INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION.
In the Heuse of Lords on the 2ith of July, the Margms of
Bristol moved the following resolution ;—

“That thls House, in view of the {enﬂy inerensing armaments of
Eyprepenn natlons, iz of opinion that the formation of an International

Tribunal for the refercnee of naticonw! disputes In the Arzt mstance is
highly to be desired,”

The noble lord said that rothing bot an imperative sense of
pablic deby would have induced him. whe was ordinarily a
silent member of the House, to bring this sobject before their
lordships. He was old encugh to remember the Great Exhi-
Bition of 1851, At that time the mosl hopeful anticipations of
the future prevailed, and it was believed that a new era was
opening in which all the nations of Europe would be bound
together in a brotherhood of amity and concord. Now nothing
was geen or heard in Eumé)e but the preparations for and the
operations of war. No efiorl, therefore, ought te be spared to
lassen and minimire, and, if possible, put an end to, the existing
state of things. Hse left this resolution with confidence in their
lordships’ hands. 1f they conld see their way te give him their
suppor and enconagement in the great and glorions canse of
pesce and goodwill among men, he was sure that support would
not be withheld; but if from ang' cauge they should in their
wisdom conceive that the time had not yet come when it would
be opportmne for taking any such action as he recommended,
he hoped their lordships would not give the resolution a direct
negative, but would permit him to withdraw it.

# This was written belore the number of signailures reached 207,
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Lord Btanley of Alderley supported the motion, and wished
to point out, before any objections were made ag to the
possibility of earrying out the motion, that a Conrt of Arbitra-
tion existed already, and that, although it had been for mani
years in abeyance, yet it had been revived very recently wit

reat suceess. When all Europe was Catholic, the Court of

me was the natural arbitrator when disputes arose between
nations, and ver{ recently the German Bmpire had snbmitted
its disputes with Spain resﬁectiug the Caroline Islandr to the
Pope, who, by accepting the duiy of Arbitration which had
been confided to him, had averted & war, which at one time
seemed very imminent. Men's minds on the Continent had
been prepared for a revival of the intervention of the Court of
Rome in order to diminish the evils of unjust wars, During
the Vatican Council of 18G0-70 a postulatum had bheen pre-
sented, signed by forty of the leading bizhops from all parts of
the world, and formed a part of the Acts of that Couneil, pray-
ing the Pope to take measures for the re-establishment of
respect for the Eaw of Nations. In November of last year
there waa n Congress ab Lille, nb which the Abbd Defourny and
Baron d'Avril presented proposals for the re-establishment of
the Law of Natione, and a pamphlet by the Abbeé Defonrny,
containing a draft of a Bill for the French Chambets, enjoining
the necessity of examination of all international dirputes by a
duly constituted body, and of its sanction previous to the isane
of a declaration of war. These proposals were nearly the same
as the provisions of English Taws with regard to declarations of
war, and the functions to be entrusted to the body charged
with inquiring into internaiional disputes were those which
were vested in our Privy Couneil previous to the statute of
Queen Anne.

The Marquis of Balisbury said—My lords, it is impossible for
me to mistake the lspirit of earnestness in which my noble
frignd has brought this subject before the Houee ; and I know
that he does not stand alone in the feeling with which he
regards the proposal he has made. There are a, certain number
of persons very earnest and very excellent who helieve that this
would be a remedy for the ferrible evils of war, and who from
time %o time urge it on the public mind, He hoe had some
great prodecessors. I may mention alone the name of Cobden,
as one whe certainly took the proposal out of the category of
merely fanciful suggestions,

Yet I confess—and I think it is the
deeply as everybody sympathises with the object my noble
friens has in view, and earnestly as wo must desire to see the
day when the horrors of war may be prevented by the establish-
ment of some species of International Arbitration, it is very
far from us now, and farther apparently than it was some years
apo, No one, i think, can wateh the progress of affairs on the
Continent of Europe, and the tendency of varions States, with-
out seeing that the pacific epirit has not increased, and that the
chanees of avoiding war are not mora favourable than they
were.

My Jords, the reason why any proposal of this kind has not
yet been dealb with by any (Government, a5 a practical Proposi-
tion, is, that it presupposes in States a condition of mind which
would 1 itself accomplish all the objecte my noble friend has
in wiew. If nations were once to get to that state of mind that
they will submit_all their disputes to any tribunal, and will
obey thab tribunal, the warlike spirit will so far dizappear that
the very necessity for taking precautions will cease to exist.
At present we ean only say we se¢ no prospeot of the formation
of any such tribunal.

I will not be tempted by my noble friend to diseuss the
capacity of the Papal See to fill sueh a position ; but there is no
probability of the formation of any tribunal under which all
nations would confidently feel that they wonld have equal law,
There is no Legislature to lay!down the law hy which such a
tribunal could be guided, and there is no autho{‘ity to enforca
its decrees when onee they have been pronounced, ahd therefore
it wonld he a mere form, and itz funections would be reduced to
a nullicy.

My noble friend proposed to avoid these practical objections
by leaving to nations, after they had submitted themselves to a
tnibunal, the choice, if they thought fit, of going to war if they
did not like the decision. The only effect of that provision
would be to interpose a period of time between the orizin of
the dispute and the declaration of war, which would give an
opportunity to the Power least prepared to hring itself to a
level with the Power most prepared, Tt is very unlikely that
any Power which felt itself to he the best prepared would sub-
mit to an artificial disadvantage such as that. The chief effort
of all nations now, with regard to their warlike machinery, is not
merely to make it as potent as it can be made, but also §o bring
it into such a ftate of perfection that it can e set in operation

ensrnl feeling—that

at the earliest possible lime, I fear, thereforve, that the pro-
posal of my nelle friend is centrary to the tendency of all
modern nations, and is not likely to meet with acceptance ab
their hands,

I think, my lords, we are misledz in thiz matter, by the facility
with which we nse the phrase * International Law.” Inter-
national Law bas not any existence in the sense in which the
term * law " is usually naderstood. It depends generally u{)l)u
the prejudices of writers of text-bocks. It can be enforced by
no tribunal, and therefore to apply to it the phrase “law " is
to some exfent misleading, and ) think has given rise to the
somewhat exaggerated hope in which those persons who hold
the views of my noble friend approach this matter. I do not
think there wou{l be any advamt,a%Je in committing thie Honse
to a barren statement on this subject, Y do not believe thak
one man in a huandred properes that soch an issne s my noble
friend deaires, in tenselg desirable ag it is, will be witnessed by
ourselves, by our children, or by our grandehildreny and ibis
idle to attempt to concenl from our minds the terrible realities
of the ocage., I therefora can meet the meotion of my noble
friend in no other way than by recommending him to withdraw
it,
The motion was then, by leave, withdrawn,

A POLITICAL ATHEIST,

FROM THE “PALL MALL GAZETTE"

“If Lord Salisbury were not an atheist at heart, what a dif-
ference it would make in the politics of England! Of eourse,
ag o theologian, Lwrd Salisbury is a theist, and an Anglican of
a somewhat severe type., Nevertheless, whatever may be his
theoretieal conception of the univerae, his practiea! faith ia
pessinism, and pessimism is condensed atheism. A man’s real
religion is often quite contrary to the faith, or no faith, wlich
he professes in churches, or expounds in books, and we'are con-
stantly coming upoun professing atheists who are practical Chris-
tians. and ostensible Christisns, whose whole life is dominated
by a dark and_gloomy atheism. TLord Salisbury is one of the
latter order. Faith, in the eense in which it is allied to hope, in
not in him, Hope, indeed, ho is apt to deride as sentiraen-
talism only less absurd than that charity or love to which St.
Panl gave the firet glace among the three greab graces of the
Christian life. Lord Balisbury is of a cynical temperament,
and whether or not ¢ynicism iz compatible with Christianity is
a point upon which the twelve apostles, bar one, would probn.{-ly
have been pra,cticallg unanimons. We are reminded of this
phase of Lord Saliebury's character by the exiraordinary pes-
simietic speech which the Prime Minister deliversd last night
in the Honge of Lords, in reply to the Marquis of Bristol's
motion in favour of International Arbitration. We do not
complain that Lord SBalishury, or any other man, should see
facts as they are, and as bad and black as they are. The dif-
ference between the pessimist, like Lord Salisbury, and the
believing soul who doubts not that ‘through the ages an in-
creasing pnrpese runs, and who recogniscs as the one great
eternal, irresistible power that *tendency not oursclves thag
makes for righteousness’ is that one dwells solely wpon the
clonds that obscure the light for & reason, while the other looks
oub eagerly for the fivet rays of the rising sun, Lord Salishury
last night saw, as his manner is, only the blackness and the
gloom. * * * “What Lord Salisbury does in his dyspeptic
enrveys, as our forefathers wonld ay, 1s

TO LEAVE GOD QUY OF HIS RECKONING.

Mr. Justice Butt, who by an odd chance presided yesterday
over the thirteenth Conference for the Codification of the Law
of Nations, took an exa(:t.]¥l OEposite view. In his eyes, even
{the wast proportions which the standing armies of the Euro-
pean Btates had assumed, adverse as they might at fivst sight
appear to be to their peaceful aspivations would, before very
long, he found to make for rather than against them,' and he
alse noted the growing tendency among nations to refer matters
in dispute between them to Arbitration, The greatest and
most veassucing sign of the growth of the principle, which witl
in the end make an end of way, was ignored by M‘r. Justice
Butt as much as by Lord Balishury. 2 Concert of Europe
provides at present a rough bnt elfective High Court of the
Nations, Tt is at once a iegislature, # Tribunal, and an Ex-
ecutive, It is as yet imperfect. Its authority is often set at
naught. Bnt it is growing, It has made immense progress in
the last twenty vears, and before the century is out it ig quite
possible the federation of Europe may be so far accomplished
a5 to render it impossible for any Great Power to draw the



] THE ARBITRATOR,

sword azainst the veto of the other Powers. That is the case
in relation to the Eastern guestion to-day. There is no reason
why it should not be the case equally in relation to all vther
questions which disturb the peacc of nations. If that is the
casg in Buvepe, the outlook in America is still move hopeful. A
permancnt tribunal might be established to-morrow, with
authority to settle all disputes between Eugland and the United
States, and there would he no disposition to repudiate iis
awards. Bub to this, as to most other evidence of humin pro-
grees, Lord Salisbury is blind,

PEACE OR WAR.

On Sunday evening, July 1oth, in St. George's Church,
Montroze, Professor Paterson of the United Preshyterian
College, Edinburgh, preached by request, » sermon upon the
above subject, Having selected for bis text the words in
Isaiah ix. 6, * Prince of Peace,” the Rev. Professor, after some
opening remarks, sald, * Was the world ever more like 2
standing camp than at the present moment? And are not the
so-called Christian nations those that are most completely
armed to the teeth—ready at a momeni’s notice to spring at
each other’s throats ¥ Whyis this? Two answers are given
even by Christians, Somea say that war is a necessity and at
times even a benefit: others that it s never a necessity, and
that though it were it could not be a benefit, The {atter are
right, though we must soriowiully acknowledge that they are
at present in a2 miserable minority, even among Christians.
Wheo, then, are to blame for such a state of opinion in the
visible Church of Christ? Why, the ministers of the Gospel
first, and the Christian laity next. On this subject Christians
have not only not canied their theory into practice, but have
been afrnid even to state the theory itself, Had minjsters been
bold enough to preach as possible what the Bible declares to
be possible, can there be a doubt that such preaching would
have been elfectual ?

YET HOW FEW MINISTERS YENTURE TO RAISE THEIR VOICES
IN PUBLIC

when a fit of Jingoism sweeps over the nation, and brings out
all its worst and most unchristian characteristics? How few
have joined the Peace Society themselves or ever encourage
their people tojoin it?  Yet the Peace Society does not declare,
as its revilers so often say, that every war is inexcusable on
both sides.  On the contrary, it allows that in certain circum-
stances it is a Christian’s duty to take up arms. Whilst most
wars are unchristian on both sides, and all wars are unchristian
on at least one side, yet under cectain circumstances it is one
of the highest Christian duties 1o resist evea unto death,
Were a foreign foe to invade DBritain, then most assuredly it
would be the duty of every Biiton to de his utmost to drive
that enemy back inte the sea, and that man wonld he a
misetable eoward, unworthy of the name of Briton, who would
hesitate to sacrifice his own life or the life of his only son on
the altar of his country’s freedom. But if it be the duty of

© Britons, must it not be equaliy the duty of every other nation
to fight for hearth and home, for wife and child? Now, are
there not among the different nations as great differences of
strength as between a man and a boy? What do you calla
man who knocks down a boy ? and what would you think of a
man boasting of having felled a child to the ground by a blow
of his fist ?  And yet you must have noticed our jubilee orators
waxing eloquent about triumphs won by Biitish tioops over
naked suvages on the blood-stained deseits of the Soudan, or
the trackless wilds of Zululand.

COULD WE QNLY SEE OURSELVES AS OTHERS, EVEN OF THE
NATIONS OF EUROPE, SEE US,
there would b¢ no boasting about such deeds as these, the trus
description of which 1 prefer nat to give from this pulpit. Is
the foreign policy of Britain during the past fifty years such as
a clear-sighted Christian, with the Bible open before him, can
approve of ? Who can say that it is? Yet, thanks be unto
God, even in this there are indications of a growing tendency
to move in the right direction. The settlement of the Alabama
question by arbitration marks, let us hope, the beginning of a
new era in whick international disputes will be setiled without

1ecowise to the 1ough and rude arbitrament of war, The
development of the religious conscience is as marked a feature
of Christianity as is the development of civilisation itself.
That wonderiul book the Bible, though writlen so many
generations ago, has never yet been fully understood, nor the
logical outcome of the principles it enunciates realised, 1t is
not a generation since Christian ministers, educated quite up
to the standard of their time, proved to the complete satisfac-
tion of themselves and their hearers that the Bible not only
sanctioned slavery but enjoined it, and that to set slaves free
was to fly in the face of Gad's own dicect injunctions te man;
and yet, at the present moment, I do not believe that there
is 2 single Christian in the whole world, either clergyman cr
layman, who would venture to mainfain any such monstrous
thesis. Accordingly,

WHEN WE HEAR CHUISTIAN MINISTERS MAINTAINING THAT
WAR I3 RIGHT,

and extolling in glowing pericds its pomp and splendour, and
deing everything in their power to give éclat to the army, and
encourage mein to devote their lives to a military career, we
may draw comfort Prom the thought that it is not thirty years
since there were equally eloquent and upiight ministers
advocating the mainterance of slavery.  The Christian
conscience having been so speedily educated on that subject, it
is by no means unreasonable, is it, to infer that the education
of Christians with reference to war, now thut it has at all
events begun, will be equally yapid?  The spirit of Christianity
is brooding even now over the chacs of humanity ; the leaven
is working more powerfully in the masses than many Christians
arg inclined to allow. The nalions are being drawn together
as they never were before-——not, indeed, the upper classes of
the nutions, but the lower. Hitherto these upper classes have
mainly spent their time in organizing the lower to fight batiles
from which they have never received any advantage whatso-
ever. Hence men who refuse to call themselves Christian—
men who scorn the name because of the conduct of those who
hear it—are nexveltheless preaching Christian doctrine witheut
knowing it. The very words of Paul are often in the mouths
of Socialistic infidels who are striving, and not without success,
to bind together the working classes of every nation into one
vaet confederacy of labour, Such men always appeal 1o the
workmen of the world as being of the same flesh and blood, no
matter what their nationality or coleur. But was it net Paul,
on Mars" Hill, who declared boldly to the haughty and
supercilious Greeks that God *“hath made of one dload all
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth?”
Socialists find that, in order o influence the masses, it is
Paui’s doctrine they are compelled to preach. Examine the
arguments of those who dishelieve in the possibility of a
universal peace, and you will find those men likewise disheliev-
ing in the possibility of improving the savage races, They
maintain that such nations must either be kept down by the
strong hand of ferce or killed off the face of the eatth.

IF YOU BELIEVE IN THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH A TIME, IS IT
NGT YOUR LBOUNDEN DUTY TO HASTEN ITS COMING ?

God does not work except by the co.operation of men: and
the reason why the good times so many of us hope for don't
come iz simply this—We confine ourtelves to hoping and
wishing for them, and then we fold our hands. We don't set
about working for them. We don’t do our part in trying
1o bring them. Therefore it is that the chariet of the Privce
of Peace is so long in coming ; therefore it is that there are
everywhere wars and rumours of war. in all probability the
next wais will be more terrific and bloody than any that have
ever occurred. ' Who knows how soon the battle of Armageddon
may be fought? 1t seems pot unlikely that the very prepara-
tions for war will break the naiions down ; and thus, through
the very fanaticism of war, bring in a time of peace. Qur
Christian kingmen in America are setting us o noble example.
They have refused to join in

THE MAD RACE FOR MILITARY POWER AND GLORY,

in which all Europear nations are at present straining their
every nerve. [In this they are, no doubt, grealy belped by






