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Notes on this Number
As this number is specially to celebrate the jubilee of the year that our founder,
William Randal Cremer, became the first Englishman to receive the Nobel
Peace Prize, we open with a message from our President, Lord Ammon, who
combines an appreciation of the historic past with a lively sense of the present
in which we live and a keen nose for the future—hence he heads his message

"DELAY IS DANGEROUS": how right he is !

Next, Lord Stansgate, who does not forget to remind us that our remarkable
Randal Cremer founded also the Inter-Parliamentary Union, which Lord
Stansgate himselj serves so splendidly with his brilliant gifts and energy today.

Then comes those two stalward "Old Timers"—Mr. A. Howard Evans (a
son of THE Howard Evans who helped Cremer found the League), and Mr.
Edward Brown, who is also a Trustee of the Cremer Fund. Both of these
contributors as well as Lord Stansgate, knew Cremer personally. Mr. Brown
also tells us a significant story of Andrew Carnegie. Indeed, both of these
contributors accompany their observations with letters to the Chairman-Editor
—in which they urge that we bestir ourselves and use with single-minded zeal
to best advantage of the I.A.L. such legacies as the great men of the past have
entrusted to us.

Lady Waechter (our Hon. Secretary) follows with a fascinating article
which throws a new light on very strange characters. A weird insight is
given us by Lady Waechter into that curious Swede, Alfred Nobel, whom her
father-in-law, Sir Max, knew so well, and often told her about as they walked
together over Richmond Park.

Nobel assuredly deserves remembrance in such a jubilee number as this;
for it was the gaining of that prize for Peace that enabled Cremer—who lived
with a gas-ring in one room—to make over to the I.A.L. a great monetary
gift IMMEDIATELY, without waiting till he died. Not only did Cremer give
the whole of his prize money to the League at once, but he added to it all that
he possessed; and all of it he intended for his I.A.L.

Mr. Benson treats us to a vivid sketch of his old friend, the late Charles
Radice, a man of remarkable talents, who, not so many years ago, was work-
ing through the I.A.L. for the advancement of Cremer's ideals.



Next, a most important aspect of Cremer—his essentially common-sense
workman's outlook—is given us by Dr. Schou, a Swedish scholar. To M. Gadd,
of the Swedish Embassy, we owe our gratitude for this translation.

From yet another angle we get a sidelight both on Arbitration and on our
League. This comes from Mr. Charles Bradlaugh Bonner, a grandson of the
great Charles Bradlaugh, who was one of Cremer's earliest and staunchest
supporters.

Proceeding, we reprint by request a popular little leaflet on Cremer. It
first appeared in the League of Nation Union's League News, June 1932.

The Cremer celebrations of the year are then described, and we also outline
"The Levitski Case" which Mr. Hugh Schonfield has sent us. We feel it
would not have failed to appeal to that arch-Individualist, our founder;
and that he would have wished his I.A.L. to do similar work, in which
Arbitration, more than Law, could assuredly play in many cases a most
helpful part.

Finally, we conclude this jubilee portion with the noble lines of that loyal
League worker of long-standing, Mr. A. E. Smith, who is also a Cremer
Trustee. The ode he sends us breathes sincerity in every line.

Finished with the past, we now plunge into the present; and—unless we
quickly mend our ways—we shall soon find ourselves amid those terrifying
certainties of the future of which that great thinker, Lord Russell, philosopher,
mathematician, and logician, warns us. We may add that Lord Russell has
recently consented to become one of our Vice-Presidents, so convinced is he
that in the world of today the spirit and practice of Arbitration is an impera-
tive necessity if human life is to continue on this planet.

Four articles then follow. Though these may not all deal with Arbitration
directly, at least they treat of subjects to which Arbitration would be decidedly
appropriate. Firstly comes Dr. Valentine's contribution: an encouraging
account of what Arbitration is actually accomplishing in a wide and entirely
new international economic sphere today. Then to help readers to draw their
own conclusions on two knotty current problems, a few facts are furnished on
Territorial Waters and Taiwan. Fourthly, Dr. d'Olivier Farran impresses
with almost passionate sincerity, upon us the PERSONAL responsibility of
each ONE of us for international affairs.

Conference Reports take us towards the end. Evanston's we owe to our
one-time I.A.L. Secretary, the energetic Mr. Philip Eastman, who is now
doing such excellent work on International Affairs with the World Council of
Churches. As for the more weighty portions of the Third Way Report, these
should be set down to the learned Doctor who accompanied your unlearned
Editor, to whom may be attributed the more irrelevant and frivolous asides, so
irreverently made at the expense of learning and philosophy.



Delay is Dangerous
By

The Rt. Hon. Lord Ammon, P.C.

(President of the I.A.L.)

I have recently read the " Life of Randal Cremer," not for the first
time.

Allowing for the material and social changes and for the scientific
discoveries and inventions during the past century, one cannot fail to
be impressed by the fact that basically there is little change in the
difficulties that beset the world concerning the problem of peace and
war in Cremer's day and this present, and that there is the same urgent
need for a strong and vital organisation on the lines of the International
Arbitration League.

By the time these lines appear in print the Conference of the Com-
monwealth Prime Ministers will have met. To quote " The Tunes":

" the largest common cause of the Commonwealth Ministers is to
keep the peace—and to preserve the freedom of their peoples and
their friends. . . . The free peoples will not rally to a prospect in
which the only tool of policy—and the only safeguard is the
hydrogen bomb."

Having regard to the changes already mentioned, how analogous is
all this to the condition of international affairs when the I.A.L. was
founded, following as it did on the Franco-Prussian war, when Europe
was hag-ridden by fears of further war-like conflagrations. In 1875
Cremer proposed that the Workmen's Peace Association should com-
mence international operations by holding a conference in Paris.

To the outside world this seemed a most quixotic enterprise and
excited no end of ridicule at home and abroad. . . . The Conference
o£ 6th and 7th September, 1875, was of a comparatively humble charac-
ter (it might be fairly interpolated that it proved the parent germ of
the International Court at The Hague and the League of Nations and
the United Nations).

About 170 persons were present . . . Cremer was the chief British
speaker. . . . He told his audience that the time for holding the confer-
ence was said to be badly chosen, because war might break out any
day in Europe, the nations being all armed to the teeth, but with him
this was a reason for continuing the movemeat in favour of peace with



greater activity and energy. How well this fits in with the present inter-
national situation fraught with even more widespread disaster than was
possible ninety years ago. The tension between the U.S.A. and China,
the doubts in France and elsewhere as to the wisdom of German
rearmament, and behind all the sinister shadow of Russia. Fears not
unreasonable, in the light of recent history, China looks askance at the
rearming of Japan as does France to Germany. The certainty that
neither war nor threats of war would do other than evoke even greater
disaster is a certainty that admits of no argument. There is no difference
between the nations incapable of a peaceful settlement, given discussion,
patience and reasonable recognition cf the fact that there is room on
the earth's surface for all to live in co-operative friendliness and an
harmonious intention to bring together the bounty of Nature and
peoples' needs.

The power that can defeat the hydrogen bomb is not bigger and
better bombs, but an enlightened educated public opinion. That is the
task confronting the world today. Such conditions provide a favourable
opportunity for the I.A.L., and it is a happy augury that its organization
has recently been revised and strengthened both in leadership and
finance to enable the League to take an indispensable part in providing
the leadership to find that for which the world is seeking—the path that
leads to Peace.

An Announcement
We have to report with great regret, that since sending us the above message,
our President was taken ill in the House of Lords and had to be removed to
hospital where we are glad to learn he is now making satisfactory recovery.
It will be some time before Lord Ammon will be able to resume his many
activities but we look forward to his complete restoration in health. May his
good progress steadily continue !—ED.

The Cremer Cottages, Fareham
Mr. Charles R. Watson, whose interest in the I.A.L. never flags, last

summer took some photographs of the almshouses for old folk erected out
of money Cremer left for their erection in memory of his mother. Un-
fortunately, these photographs would not reproduce satisfactorily; but they
show the terrace looking far better than in Howard Evans' Life of Cremer,
where the cottages are shown disfigured in front by high iron railing.

It is ironical to reflect that War was the cause of those railings' removal.



Cremer and His Time

by VISCOUNT STANSGATE, D.S.O., D.F.C.

(Past President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union)

There can hardly be more than four or five Members of Parliament today
who saw William Randall Cremer. Of these I am one.

In the early part of the present century Cremer fought some very fierce
political battles at Haggerston; and we candidates in the East End of
London—-of whom I was one—watched his courageous conflicts with great
admiration. In 1906 I was elected to Parliament and made his personal
acquaintance. He was essentially a back bencher. He belonged to an age
when people were dependent on their own efforts rather than upon large
organized forces. His single-mindedness brought him so much fame that
there is no harm in giying a photographic note of his personality. He was
not an easy man to get on with. Although a member of the Carpenters'
Union, he was a very determined anti-Socialist and remained to his dying
day, I believe, a strong opponent to women's suffrage. But these opinions
are only indicative of the self-dependent character of the man.

It is, of course, quite impossible to narrate his many achievements in a
few words; but Cremer represents a link with the movements for peace and
social organization, and the shaking off of the political tyranny of the
eighteenth century which characterized Europe between the day of his
birth and the foundation of the International Arbitration League. With
Continental international movements he was associated, and in the Inter-
national itself finally found, I believe, that Bakounin was too strong meat.
Mazzini and Garibaldi he knew well and he received them when they came
to London; and when his peace league went to Paris in the days of the
Second Republic, they were received by Victor Hugo himself. Indeed, they
were addressed at one time by Aurelio Saffi, a triumvir of the Roman
Republic. Cremer was not my only link with this circle because when
Beales, whom I only knew by hearsay, retired, that grand old miner,
Thomas Burt, took his place; and I knew Burt well.

Another phase of Cremer's work was his determination to enlist the
interest of the United States in the cause of arbitration. His visits to Wash-
ington were very successful and he was received warmly by the President.
It may interest those who believe that all foreign policy should be based
on what they call commonsense and self-interest, to be reminded that one
of the foundations of the present happy Anglo-American understanding was
the highly unpopular stand which Cremer and his friends took at the time
of the American Civil War, and particularly in the matter of the Alabama
Claims.

There are refreshing memories of those times, when the courage of indivi-
dual men stemmed the tide of popular fashion. Notable examples of this
occurred in the year I was born, when the Jingoes of the day were breaking
Mr. Gladstone's windows and demanding war with Russia. This reminds
me of an event which took place in Farringdon Street in 1878, and which
I would like to recall to some of the " statesmen " of today—" stuffed
shirts" as the Americans say—when a scratch meeting of the sort that



today would be called " subversive " was summoned in the Memorial Hall
as a protest against the war, it was much to its surprise visited and
addressed by an unexpected guest—Mr. Gladstone.

I was a wimess of what most people would call the triumph of Cremer's
movement for the foundation of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. This Union
is now world-wide and is holding conferences in every part of the globe,
which should become almost the only international forum where men of
different opinions can meet in an atmosphere of courtesy and respect. In
1906 this Union met in London. Lord Weirdale, Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman, Sir John Brunner and others were the leaders. It was on this
occasion, when the reactionary Government of the Tzar dissolved the
Douma and recalled their delegates, that Campbell-Bannerman, the Prime
Minister, exclaimed: " The Douma is dead. Long live the Douma!"

I shall never forget that great banquet in Westminster Hall. The military
bands playing the many national anthems, the flags of all nations decorated
the high table, and great speeches were made. It was perhaps the first
example of popular internationalism on a grand scale; and apart from the
British orators, two of the greatest world speakers took part, Count
Apponyi, the Hungarian statesman, and William Jennings Bryan, candidate
for the American Presidency. Modestly seated among the ordinary members
was Cremer, who—with hardly two pennies to rub together—but with in-
domitable faith and courage, had made this glorious demonstration
possible. I wondered whether he looked back wistfully to his days of early
struggle.

Aims of the I.A.L.
by A. Howard Evans

[A son of Cremer's biographer and life-long friend, and a Trustee of the
Cremer Fund, sends us the following verses. He says " there is no ambi-
guity about them," and implies that they are particularly applicable to the
League at the present time—or that they should be!—We heartily agree
with him!—Ed.]

Our aim is international:
All colour bars we ban;
We preach the Fatherhood of God—
The Brotherhood of man.

We have no ornate verbose creed—
We merely say with verve:
Our aim in every sphere of life
Is summed up in " I serve."

We follow up with zeal and zest,
Avoiding all distraction;
And put our faith to acid test
By going into action!

A. HOWARD EVANS.



Personal Memories of Cremer and
Carnegie

by Edward G. Brown, a Cremer Trustee

[We called on Mr. Brown recently and learnt a good deal about the
League in the old days, so we asked him for an article. Instead, he wrote
us a personal letter from which with permission we have culled the following
extracts.—Ed.J

Cremer, the living catapult

It was in the year 1895 that I first met Cremer. I was then a boy of
seven; and he, already an elderly man.

He was celebrating his birthday, and he had invited a lot of people to
gather at a hall in North London. Amongst the guests was my uncle,
John Morgan (later to become Chairman of the League), a great friend
of Cremer, and also my guardian; and that was the reason for my being
there.

During the evening, I remember a short, stocky gentleman suddenly
taking me by the hand, and marching me across the floor and buying me
a cake at the refreshment counter. All without saying a word. I found
later that this was a casual thing with Cremer; for he talked very little,
but did things—always suddenly.

Our second meeting was about two years later. It was an occasion
that has remained clear in my memory. It was a " May Day " demonstra-
tion in Hyde Park. There were a great many people there and I was
in some danger of being trampled under foot. Suddenly a voice came
from above: " Let me have him!" and I found myself being swung
upward towards the voice on an open wagon, and the same voice said—" Sit
down, son!" and once again I found myself with the gentleman of the
party.

Carnegie and Arbitration Hall

I think it was about the year 1900 that the incident of Carnegie hap-
pened, but I could not be sure of the exact date.

The Council of the League had the ambitious idea that the League
should have its own building—its " Arbitration Hall." Finally the project
was agreed upon and it was decided that a deputation should wait upon
Carnegie; and, having laid their plan before him, invite him to subscribe.

Carnegie listened, and heard all that the deputation had to say. Then
he replied:

" Gentlemen! If you feel able to carry this plan through, do so by all
means; but, as to my helping you financially, it seems to me that should
I do so, there would be a ' flunkey' at the door, beautiful carpets up the
stairs, suites of ornate offices—but mighty little arbitration!"

In the face of that reply, the deputation could only retire as gracefully
as possible, and still carry on in its one room office.

Upon consideration, I think there was a great deal of truth in Carnegie's
reply. . . .



Alfred Nobel: Founder of the Peace Prize

by The Dowager Lady Waechter
(Hon. Secretary, The International Arbitration League)

[The following rather unusual picture of Nobel and his times has been
pieced together by our Hon. Secretary, Lady Waechter, from some of the
many conversations she had from time to time with her father-in-law, the
late Sir Max Waechter. Sir Max was well acquainted with that remarkable
inventor, chemist, engineer, and financier, having been associated with
him for a number of years—right up until Alfred Nobel's death in 1896.
—ED.]

The World Alfred Nobel was Born Into

The closing years of the 18th century and the early years of the 19th
were among the most momentous in history. The violent changes caused
by the French Revolution and by Napoleon; the break up of the small
principalities of Europe culminating in the fall of Napoleon, made the
changes then unprecedented.

It was the end of the old world which had grown up from the last
days of Rome and the early ones of Christianity. The Revolution shattered
the sacred notion of "kingship "; and the advent of that nobody, Napoleon
Bonaparte, who made monarchs of his relatives, was in itself a revolution
which terrified that section of the European nobility which—while not
perhaps itself in danger of decapitation—found it hard to understand
a world in which upstarts became, almost over night, emperors and kings.
It seemed almost inconceivable following as it did so closely upon an age
when the idea of kingship had seemed for centuries as fixed as the stars
in the heavens, and indeed even fixed by Heaven itself.

Then, finally, had come the overthrow of Napoleon. That was another
revolution. It betokened the end of the spell of the all-conquering Hero-
king.

Waterloo closed these phases, but after a lull of less than twenty years
—while the memory of all these stirring times was still fresh in men's
minds—in 1833, in a mean street in Stockholm, was born Alfred Nobel,
not inappropriately perhaps on Trafalgar Day; for his was to be a life
of strange mixtures and contrasts. That Alfred should be born on a day
of battle in a year of peace was to fit in aptly with his strange career.

The Talented Nobel Family

Third son of Emmanuel Nobel, a talented, if eccentric, inventor, Alfred
was destined to grow up in a new world. In addition to inventing dyna-
mite and founding torpedo works in St. Petersburg where Emmanuel
took his young family not long after Alfred's birth, the father fostered
all sorts of fantastic notions—such as training seals to tow out to sea
defensive explosive mines to repel invaders. Then, too, Emmanuel
nourished a whole heap of domestic inventions, including " an elegant and
comfortable coffin," in which—if the " body " revived, it would find itself



provided with soft upholstery, breathing apparatus, and a cord for
ringing a summoning bell.

But explosives were Emmanuel's most profitable invention. Nor were
they only for purposes of war. Blasting, mining, tunnelling, quarrying—
indeed, to all manner of labour-saving purposes could the new powerful
explosives, which he was ever improving upon, be turned.

Of Emmanuel's four sons—Robert, Ludvig, Alfred, and Emil—the three
eldest all made vast fortunes through the exploitation of the Baku and
other Russian oil fields. They also worked in their father's torpedo factory.

Emil, the youngest, was accidentally killed by one of his father's ex-
plosions. Alfred, the ablest of them all, a small, pale and frail boy, was
never strong. In later years he suffered from severe headaches and deaf-
ness brought on by the many explosions in which he had participated
during his life.

Alfred Nobel's Exceptional Gifts
Alfred's interests, his knowledge, his uncanny sense of " feel", stretched

from one end of the world to another. He could appreciate the points
of view and the needs of people in countries which he had never even
visited. His natural aptitude for languages, developed by his wide travel-
ling from early youth, was also cultivated by his extensive reading, which
was altogether indiscriminate, going from the classics in half a dozen
different languages, to something very near the " gutter press" of as
many different parts of the world. This gave him an understanding of
different types of people the world over.

Then, too, Alfred possessed a remarkably retentive and well-ordered
memory which enabled him to dispense with much of the drudgery of
note-taking; but when he did commit his ideas to paper, they were always
clear-cut, complete, compact, and concise—quite unlike his non-technical
effusions. In addition to his studies as a scientific chemist and engineer,
he had the neat and orderly mind of a trained accountant, which enabled
him to be all the more clear-sighted and far-seeing. He could not only
produce whatever goods were wanted and get them delivered to his
customers' satisfaction, but also to his own advantage and profit. He
kept in close and friendly touch with all his agents, and he had many.
One of them often told me of Alfred Nobel's amazing grasp of world
conditions which covered not only the deeds of governments and inter-
national financiers, but also the ideas of office boys: nothing was too
trifling or too remote for his consideration.

He was a curious man, not, perhaps, particularly likeable. He was too
unlike others to be that.

Would Weapons Wipe out War?
At first Alfred thought that the terror of those modern means of destruc-

tion, for the creation of which he was so largely responsible, would cause
mankind to turn away from war in future as too horrible and unprofitable
in every sense. By about 1890, he had more or less renounced this con-
clusion. From now on he gradually turned his thoughts to the humane
sciences, and planned to use his pen for the betterment of Mankind.

His personal friendships were many, warm, and varied: he seemed
happy and at home with men of all classes, occupations, and nationalities.
His many interests and the wide knowledge which he had gained, both
from his personal contacts with people in his works and with materials
in his laboratories, enabled him to understand not only man, but



matter and the occupations in which men were involved and also the prac-
tical difficulties they had to contend with when faced by nature.

A Haunted Man
The greater part of his life he spent without a settled home. His

own saying was that he was at home "everywhere"; but he must have
had a longing for something solid and firm that would be a reflection
of himself and his own personality, for eventually he built himself a
" dream home " at San Remo. This turned out to be a strange combina-
tion of palace and up-to-the-minute scientific institution.

Though he died there, he could not have spent much time there; as
Alfred's wanderings continued almost to the end.

He had many and varied political views. He believed in dictatorship;
and passed from his belief in the abolition of war through the increase
of its horrors, to faith in Wisdom to be acquired through Knowledge.

Nobel's financial interests were world-wide. His shares were first
quoted on the Stock Exchange about 1886. He established factories in
every continent, and was involved in much litigation.

Alfred's leisure hours were taken up with the writing of both poetry
and novels. He destroyed all his poems except one.

His novels make hard reading; being long, dull, diffuse. . . . Fresh
characters crop up constantly, without explanation, and for no apparent
reason. . . . And they move from place to place . . . also for no clear
reason. . . . His novels then abandon whatever story they started with
and end up in long discussions on history, politics, philosophy, exploring
every avenue in turn; and then leaving all very much where they began.
He never married and does not seem to have had many friends among
women or, indeed, any. He called them " fair but repulsive." He was
always courteous to them but thought little of them.

" French women were dull," " English and German, stupid," " Russian
charming but unwashed, well you could not have everything "! Americans
"had good arms and legs with perfect balance in width," — waatever
that may mean. He made his will without legal aid and so left his private
fortune to be whittled away by half. He invented dynamite, ballistite
smokeless propellent powder and helped to develop cordite. His doctors
prescribed nitro-glycerine for him in his last illness under the name of
Drinklin, much to his disgust.

The last years of his life were harassed by money disputes and legal
troubles, in the U.S.A. and elsewhere. He changed world conditions. As
the "merchant of death" his work left a trail of horror and ruin unparalleled
in history. The atrocities and holocausts of 1914 and 1939 can, indeed
must, own him as their parent.

He died a lonely disappointed man on December 10th, 1896. The
terms of his foundation were not finally settled until 1900. After a heap
of litigation—much of it international—he left some £1,500,000, which
rose later, with interest, to £2,000,000 for 249 prizes in physics, chemistry,
medicine, literature, and peace. December 10th, 1950, the fiftieth anni-
versary of the foundation, was honoured in Stockholm by a gathering of
the greatest men and women of the world. The Kings of Sweden and
Norway were present. The memory of Nobel and his work for peace and
higher education were praised. Forgotten were atom bombs, cordite and
all the rest of the destroyers. Was this well-worth-while foundation due
to a dawning social conscience, a change of heart, or the Grace of God?
Will it in turn change this present world of darkness and disorder into
a world of light and peace?
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Peace—and the British Working Class
A Swedish View on Cremer

By August Schou

[Monsieur H. Gadd, Secretary to the Swedish Embassy, London, has
very kindly translated for us the following extracts from " The Nobel Peace
Prize " by August Schou {Stockholm, 1950).

Sweden, as is well known, has long had a highly developed social con-
science. The connection between the peace movement and the working
classes is consequently followed with unusual sympathy in that country
which has now been governed uninterruptedly for more than a generation
by successive Socialist governments of a Right-wing order.—Ed.]

Peace and Social Reform

The connection between the policy of social reform and the Peace ques-
tion was strongly felt in the life work of Passy's friend and collaborator,
WILLIAM RANDAL CREMER (1828-1908). While Dunant's social
conscience had been moulded by the philanthropic tendencies of a puritan
capitalist class, and Passy was conditioned by his position as an economic-
ally independent intellectual, Cremer's background was the working class
and the sense of solidarity which was making itself felt within its ranks.

He was born in Fareham in southern England, the child of poverty-
stricken parents. He had to go to work at an early age, first as a pitch
boy in a shipyard, later as a builder's carpenter in London. The building
trade at that time played a leading role in the trade union movement which
was then in its infancy; and Cremer soon took a leading part in the organiz-
ing work. In 1858 a campaign was started for a nine-hour day, and Cremer
was one of the leading spirits, both in his propaganda work and in the
collection of funds.

Feeling of International Solidarity in the British Working Class

Within the ranks of the British working class a strong feeling of interna-
tional solidarity was evoked at an early stage, embracing, not only the
working classes themselves, but also^—just as much—movements for national
freedom. The nationalist movement in countries like Poland and Italy
was followed with tense expectation, and during the American Civil War
between the North and South the British workers were given a practical
opportunity of demonstrating what their love of freedom was worth. The
blockade of the Southern ports inaugurated by the North had naturally
resulted in a real shortage of cotton for the textile industry, and the
employers were very largely on the side of the Southern States. But the
workers, who were probably hardest hit by the results of the blockade,
followed nevertheless the Liberals in their sympathy for the cause of the
Northern States; and at a meeting in 1863, led by John Bright, Cremer
addressed the audience, together with other workers' leaders.

Ciremer's Outstanding Role

Ar this time the idea of an international organization of workers grew
up. The initiative was taken by the joint body in London, and Cremer
played an outstanding role when the First International was founded in

II



1864. Politically Cremer was, however, not really a Socialist, and he took
strong exception to the revolutionary line represented by Karl Marx and
many of the leaders of the continental countries. For Cremer and his
friends practical social and political reforms implied primarily that the
workers would have an opportunity of making their influence felt in the
life of the nation, a development which in their opinion might proceed on
the basis of the existing society. In practical politics therefore Cremer
belonged to the radical section of the Liberal Party.

The reception of Garibaldi in London, in April 1864, which Cremer
helped to organize, was the occasion of a strong democratic demonstration,
and it was coupled with the agitation for an extension of the franchise.
During the Franco-Prussian War in 1870, Cremer founded the Workmen's
Peace Association, later renamed the International Arbitration League.

The first and foremost aim of this organization was to prevent Great
Britain becoming embroiled in war. British war mentality at that time
was undergoing two different phases. To start with it had its adherents
mostly in artistocratic circles working for an alliance with Germany against
France. On the other hand, after the fall of the Empire, certain democrats
demanded that Britain should hasten to the aid of the new French Republic.
Neither of these circles was, however, particularly influential. The situa-
tion was very different during the Russo-Turkish war of 1877-78. On this
occasion " Jingoism" coincided more naturally with Great Britain's
traditional interests. The general excitement found expression in the flood
of threats and abuse directed at Cremer and others who were striving to
keep the country out of war. Later too Cremer was to have an opportunity
of trying his strength with aggressive nationalism, not least during the
Boer War.

Cremer Led the "Way

At the same time he worked tirelessly to give practical form to the idea
of arbitration, especially after he had been elected a member of the House
of Commons in 1885. Here, like Passy, he had an opportunity of influ-
encing leading politicians. As already mentioned, Cremer was the first
to hit upon the idea of forming an international organization of parlia-
mentarians. In 1888 he stayed in Paris in order to acquaint the French
Foreign Minister, Goblet, with the progress of the idea of arbitration in
Great Britain and the United States. At the same time he suggested to
Frederic Passy that he should arrange a meeting between French and
British parliamentarians.

Cremer's most important contribution to the cause of international
arbitration concerned an attempted agreement between Great Britain and
the U.S.A. In 1885 he got 234 members of the House to sign an appeal
to the American President and Congress on the subject of an Anglo-
American treaty of arbitration. In 1893 the attempt was repeated with an
even greater number of adherents, and Cremer made several trips to the
U.S.A. in order to create a favourable atmosphere. American circles were
favourable to the idea and President Cleveland gave it his personal support.
His successor McKinley shared the same views. The proposal for a treaty
of arbitration also secured a majority in the Senate, though not large enough
to effect its ratification. It was not till several years later that the matter
was finally and successfully negotiated, but there never was any doubt but
that Cremer had led the way.
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