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A COMMONWEALTH OF PEOPLES

by HAROLD

Provided we do not overlook iws present defecis, nor leave unex-
plored its uhdeveloped potentialities, our British Commonwealih
system of regulating international affairs can jusily e regarded
as an object lesson for those who will shape the peace. In his
recent speech to Members of both Houses of Parliament, General
Smuts dexribed it as “this ereatest expetmment in political
orgamsation, this ptoudest political structure of fime. this pre-
cedent and anticipation of what one hopes may be in siore for
human society in the vears to come” On the other hand, Lionel
Cuwrtis, who shared with Smuts and others the task of creafing
the Unmon of South Arrics, makes ihe rollowing criticism in his
recent ook “ Decision and Action” (Oxford University Press):

“In 1914 the British Commonwealih had faded to prevent the
outbreak of world war. In 1919 3 Lesgue was cobstructed on
the model of the British Commonhwealth, inte which that Com-
monwealth wag inconporated. By 1939 the two together had
completely failed to prevent the outbreak of an even more
terrible world wat."

It we are wiss we shail study, with egual impartiality. these
apparently conflicting but really complemenltary points of view,
Curtis divides pclitical systems inte two kinds: organic (8tates
stfth as Great Britain, federations such as the U.S.A) and
inorganic {(confederations, league;, alliances). The British
Commonwealth he regards a&s o mixture of both, and cites Mr.
Menzies of Australia to prove that its effective functioning is
primatily due to some degree of hegemony eXercised by the Mother
country. His book demonstrates that norganic systems are un-
stable and that as regards internatioral coalitions for war pur-
poses “ history, when it comes to be writen, always shows how the
inorganic bond of alliance hasteted defeai or delayed victory.” It
was because of this tundamental fact that General Sikorski the
other day made a timely plea for a supreme political directive for
the United Nations, with a supreme fighting command. Similar,
though more long-range, considerations must have been in General
Smufs’ mind when he declared in his recent speech:

" The Uniteg Nations is a new conception, much in advance of
the old concept of a Lesgue of Nations,. We do not want s tnere
League, bur scmething more definite and organie, even if to
begin with more limited and lesz ambitious than the League.
The United Nations is itself a fruitful conception and on the
basis of that conception practical machinery for the function-
ing of an international ovder could be explored.”

In their 1nsistence on jhe need for an organic nternational
svstem Smuts and Curtis are on common ground with the late
Lord Lathian, Sir William Beveridge, Dr. Tvor Jennings, Clarence
Sireit and manv cthers. The term “ organic ™ does not just mean
“organised.” nor does it merelv imply a svstem having consti-
tutional power to expand its boundaries or admit new membeys,
It lies in the distinction which Gecrge Washington made between
“influence " and “government ™ when he was endeavouring to per-
suade the American States to abandon their ten vear old “ League
of Friendship.” and to establish instead rhe federal unien which
has endured to this dav. His collaborator Alexander Hamilton,
writing in 1787 for the “ Independent Journal™ on “ihe character-

S. BIDMEAD

istic difference between a league and a government” tiged “ we
must extend the authorisy of the Umien to the persons of the
citizens—the only preper chjects of government. . . . In an asso-
ciation where the general authority is confined to the eollective
bodies of the cammiumties that compose 1t, every breach of the
laws must involve a state of war; and military execution must
become the only instrument of civil obedience. Such a state of
things can certainly not deserve the name of government, nor
would ahy prudent man choose to commit his happiness to it.”

Unless the United Nations is to die on its feei like the League
it must have governmental power. Unless it iz to develop in course
of time into an instrument of despolisin it must derive its powers
irom the consent of the governed. This would necessitate a
common ¢lected parliament to deal with affairs which by general
consent are deemed to be of common concern to all the partners,
and & common government answerable to its subjects through the
union parliament,

These proposels are not go revelutionary as they at first appear.
No democratic country would experience any practical difficulty
in accepting them, and {he only theoretical areuments which
could be oppoesed to them are arguments against the democratic
principle itself. Affairs common to all could be defined as defence
and foreien affairs, probably with particular reference to the terms
of the Atlantic Charter which hag been endorsed by all the United
Nations. A written consuitution would be necessary, since the
powers of an international auihority must be precise and cannot
be left undefined,

As T see it, gbjections te purely Emvire federation have in the
past arisen from the fear that the pronosal was a cloak under
which to make the de fecto hegemoiny of the Mother country
valid de jure. In my view tederalism is. on the contrary, the only
means by which all the members of our Family of Nations can
really ‘become equal partners and still contintme Lo function as an
effective unit. Bui this particular controversy is not really rale-
vant to the proposal for federal ties between the members of the
United Nations, or those of them who are able and willing to
comply with the requisite constitutional conditions. Neither are
the two schemes incompatible; bolh could be put inte practice
side by side. though the wider federation would in my opinion
render the more exclusive ohe unhecessary.

It 15 clear that our own Commonwealth principle cannot be
applied, without adaptation, to the other members of the United
Nations, To extend it in an unmodified form to hon-British
nations having neo bohds o' kinshin or allegiance te a common
Crown, and probably no cominen language, wounld only invite
repititions of the case of Eire. Worse, it would mean that the
responsibility for the defence of the entire svstem remained the
first charge on the resources of Great Bruain and Nerthern Ire-
land, resoureces which in any event will he inadequate — ungided
by voluntary or legaily assessed contributions from the Dominions
—tp protect the British Commonwealth nreper. It weuld mean
that the other members of the United Nations wounld have fo fall
in with a financial policy decided in Loidon, with a foreign policy

(Continued on page 295)



290

THE ARBITRATOR

THE ARBITRATOR

Organ of the International Arbitration League

Head Office:—53, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1.

'I‘e]e raphic Address: Telaphone:
rhitrater, London.™ ABBey 5334

EDMOND BEALES,

RIGHT HON. THOMAS BURT,
THE PRESIDENT:

RT. HON. C. W. BOWLRMAN,

YVICE-PRESIDENTS:
T. EDMUND HARVEY.
EATH.

FPast Presidonts {

LORD AMMON,

YEENON BARTLETT, M.P. CARL H
PROF. NOMAN BENTWICH, M.C., ARTHEUR HENDERSON. K.C. M.P.

LLD ERY BEV. DR. HEWLETT JOHN-

DR, HENRY BETT, M.A, SON,

PROF. LEOPOLD BOISSIER. E. H KEELING M.C., M.P

BT. HON LORD CLYWD. PROF DE LA PRADELLE.

w. COVE, M.P. EA_RO LD MOODY, M.D., B.S.
'I'IIE HON. SIR B. D. DENMAN, R W. SORENSEN, M.P,

BART. BRIG. GEN. E. L _SPEARS.
VERY REV F. L. DONALDSON. ERNEST THURTLE, M.P.
HERBFR‘I‘ ELVIN, RT. HON. H. GRAHAM WHITE,
EIR C. ENTWHISTLE M.P. M.P.

MIES .A RUTH F SIR ROBERT YOUNG, M.P
DR. G. I" GO’OCH U

THE QERERAL COUNGIL:
Chairman: T. ASHCROFT.

Hon, Treasurér: G. MORRISS.

Seeretary and Editor: E. PHILIP EASTMAN.
4. ALCOCK MISS M. H. HUNTSMAN.
Q. Th. R. VAN BAARDA. MISE M, MACMORLAND,
BEV. H. BENSON. MISS E. MADDISONW
E. BROWN. ., A. BADICE, 1.08, (Retd.).
W. HENEY BROWN. M, RICKARBS.
R. W BUSS. . J. RITCHIE
R. CHAMBERLAIN, M.P, E. H. C. 8E MEE.
MQRLEY CHANGELLOR. A, E‘ IT
DR, (. BELFIELD CLARKE. MRa. SYME-HENDERSON.
A, HOWARD EVANS. 1. 8 WA .
¥. M. EVANS, G, WILDMAN.

MIZS D. D, WOOD

CHITRA FERNANDO.
WM. O. HALL.

NATIONAL COUNCILS
GCORRESPONDENTS

REGIONAL COMMITTEES
LOCAL BRANCHES

CONTENTS
A Commonwealth of Peoples, by Harold 3. Bidmead .... 2%8;5
Notes and Comments ....... ... ivivriniinrinennnnnn. 280-1
T. Driffield Hawkin and A. Howard Evans .............. 292
Time Will TeH, by C. A. Radice; Ukrainian Complaint .... 293
Swiss Broadeasts . .oo.veirieiiiiisiaaiaiiriiiairairinny 294
League Affairs ... i e e 295
Poems; Book Notes; Correspondence .................... 296

NOTES AND COMMENTS

SELF-GOVERNMENT The new Legislative Council of tite Gold
IN AFRICA Coast, which met in July with an African
majority for the first time, is another step
along the road which Africans are travelling towards self-
government. Before this goal can be reached, however, there is
much to be done to provide leaders—men of character and integrity,
courage and vision, with the education and experience necessary
for their difficuit taak
Already much has been done in this direction. African educa-
tional institutions are undergoing rapid expansion, and more and

more Africans are being sent to British universities to be trained
as doctors, lawyers, teachers, engineers, magistrates, social workers,
etc. What is very important is that these students zhould not
return to their own countries without having acquired at first hand
experience of the best in English life in all its aspects; its homes,
its social and cultural activities, and last, but by no means least,
its religious side,

Upon the reception they meet from the people of this country
wiil depend the Africans’ attitude towards British pecnle and
British institutions, and this aititude can influence, for good or
for ill, the whole continent of Africa. Treated as fellow human
beings and welcome guests in this land of ours, as many of us
have heen in their couniry, these Africans will acquire the best
in our culture and will return home to spread the goodwill and
friendly feeling engendered in them. Treated with contempt and
indifference, they will tend to seek contacis of an undesirable kind,
will form a bad opinion of us, and will return embittered and dis-
illusioned, spreading ill-will and discontent, and hindering rather
than helping the progress towards self-government and peace.

The Dean of Westminster's Appeal has been launched with a
view to helping African students ta obtain the best from English
life, It asks for £50,000 for providing hostel facilities [or the
West African Students’ Union {an organisation which embraces
all Africans, not only West Africans: and for furthering the social,
cultural and religious welfare of African students in other wais,
Details of this scheme may be had from the Puyblicity Director,
Mr. George Hood, Dean of Westminster's Appeal Fund, 5, Chancery
Lane, London, W.C.2,

“MUST WE LIVE
UNDERGROUND?”
— By A, E. SMITH

In one of the hest-known illustrataed jour-
nals, there recently appecared an artist’s
impression of the general layout of a town
prepared for what may happen in a2 war
should i come in this atomic age. The Arst of two excellent
drawings shows a steep tunne} leading from a town centre out of
reach of an atom bomb’s blast, if being desioned for life saving
only. The other drawing is a move elaborate affair, and depicts
a complete underground town. Describing in some detail thése
imaginative drawings, the author is at pains to say that the cost
of building a town in the bowels of the earth such as he depicts
would bring down the standard of living to a degree thar would
make life hardly worth living. Such is the dismal prospect before
us if no solution is found to the vital question of World Peace, and
statesmen fail {0 reach an agreement as to how dispuies beiween
nations shall be settled without going to war,

We, of the LAL., believe thai Internationzl Arbitration and
world Law can and will provide the method of settling disputes,
and that being the case, the mecessify for building underground
towns does not arise.

JUDGMENT AT
NUREMBERG

Extract from a letter to “The Times,” §/10/46:
Let us hope that, before another war occurs, an
international criminal ecourt; with sufficient
authority to enforce its judgments, may have been constituted,
with & code of law clearly defined heforehand (for which the
Nuremherg judgment may be of considerable value), with judees
chosen from neutrals or embracing both parties, and with a Press
either free or controlled on both sides, before whom either victors
or vanquished can lay a charge. We should ihen be hearer
impartial justice—Y¥Yours, etc., Parmoor, Brooks's, S'W.1.

Extract from letter ¢o ** The Times,” 9/10/46; There is another
sanection, implicit in its findings, of the Tribunal, but not overtly
expressed, which derives from the medieval doctrine that the
Prince (or as we should say the Sovereign State) is subject to the

Divine and Natural Law. Local municipal law is only valid in this

—



THE ARBITRATOR

291

view if it does now offend against the higher anthornty  “ The Law
15 but the mterpre-er of such Justice ” declared John of Salisbuis
i the Polyeratus, aad a century later St Thomas Aqunas writes
to the same effect In this, as in so many other matters, we have
much to learn from the pious Schooltmen whose wisdom has been
repudiated for so many centulles —Yows obediently, Henry Slesser
Postbridge, Dartmoor.

GERMAN PRISONERS— The following resolutlion  was
COMMON WEALTH VIEW carried unanmmously by the National

Committee of Common Wealth,
duing 1its meeting 1 London recenily —

* Common Wealth welcomes, as a genwne expression of the
matority will, the decwsion of the Government to repainate
German Prisoneis-of-war within a reasonable period It now
urges that H M Government supplements this decision by aliow-
g mdindual prsorters to accept mwitations from members ot
the public to attend meefings, lectures social Tuhetions or private
hospitahts "

MR GANDHUS
HOFL OF UNION

In & message read to his prayer meeting
on October Tth, Mr Gandii sawa that the
conversations now going on between Indran
leaders gave hope that the Mushm League would join the Indian
cabinet He said he wanted all to prav that this time the uhion
betweenr Congless and the League wowld be deeper and more
lasling than mn previous jears

In an arilele under his own name in Hargan, Mr Gandh states
that he v ould have no hesitation 1n conceding the Mushm League
demand for Pakwistan if he could be convinced of its righteoushess
o1 that it was good for Islam  * But I am firmly convineced,” he
savs “that the Pafwian demand 15 hot Islamic, and I have not
hesitated to call it sinfrl  Islam stands for umity and brotherhood
ol mankind, not for disrupting the onenhess of the human family
Therefore those who want to divide India into possibly warung
gioups are enemres cof India and Islam  They masy cuf me to
pieces buf thev cannot make me subseribe to something which I
consider wiong "—" Tumes " 8/10/46

ACHIEVEMENT How 15 1t that am
plished

Bv love of justice, by constant devobion to a great cause, and
by an unfaltering faith that what 15 night will 1n the end succeed

—John Bright

greal thing 18 accom-

. INTEENATIONAL TRADE
ORGANISATION

The Preparatorv Comnuttee of the
International Trade and Empioy ment
Conierence heid 1its first meeting at
Chureh House on Oc¢t 15, to draw up an annotated draft Agenda,
meluding an mmternational conveniion, for consideration by the
Trade and Employment Conference, which 13 to be held next year

The decision to cad a Trade and Emplovment Conference was
made on February 18 this year by the Economie and Sociat Council
durnng .is Frst Session. when it adopied a Uniled States resolu-
tion to * call an International Conference on Trade and Emplos-
ment for the purpose of promoting the expansion of production,
exchange and consumplion of goods™ TIf was then agreed that
the Agenda of this Conference should cover the flelds of full
employment, commeicial poliey, 1estrictive business practices,
mter-governmental commodity arrangements and the setting up of
an International Trade Orgamsation

As a basis for discussion by the Preparatory Committee, the
Econcmic and Social Council suggested that the Agenda for the
man Conference mclude the following topies —

{1 International agreement relating to the achievement
and maintenance of ugh and stable levels of employment
and economic activity.

(1) International agreement relating to regulations, resiric-
tions and diserimnations affecting internationat trade

(m} Internatiwonal agreement relating to restrictive business

practices

International agreement telating to wmter-governmental

commodlity arrangements

(v} FEstablishment of an mtetnational trade organisation, as
a speciahsed agency of the United Nations, having
responsinlities 1 the fields ot (1), 11y and (v) above,

(xv)

THE INTERNATIONAL PEACL
MOVEMENT. COMMISSION
TO PLAN FORWARD DRIVE

As a result of a representative
Conference of over a hundred
peace workers from fifteen
. countries which met in Geneva
In September, steps ale being taken to reorganige and revitalise
the intetnational peace movement so as to guve the movement the
effective backing of popular forces in the various countries and to
make 1t expressive of the world-wide demand for radical and con-
structive peace policies ‘The new movement will have Woild Unity
and World Government as 14s major alm n the field of policy, but
it wiil have as a prnumary purpose also the co-ordination of existing
mternational orgamsations working i this field and ot the repre-
sentative National Peace Councils m the vanous countiies

The Genevs Conference which was orgamsed jpomntly by the
British and Swiss National Peace Councils and presided over hy
Prof Leopoid Bossier, Secretary-General of the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union set up an international comnusswon of fifteen persons
—to be presided over by Mr Gerald Baley, M A, Director of the
Brifish National Peace Council—whach 15 to prepare plans tor the
1eorgamisation of the long-established International Peace Bureau,
for the establishment of an nternational secretanat to provide
adegquate organising and documentational facilsties fo1 the peace
movement and for the holding of an influential Umveisal Peace
Congress 1n the Autumn of 1947 The commission 1s to hold 1ts
first meetmg n Geneva earls 1n November

THE ATOM AND WORLD The atomic scientists, with the
GOVERNMENT: RAYMOND zeal ol missionaries, have f{aught
GRAM SWING. From a the couniry that i the atomic era
Broadcast on August 25th there must be no war. And some
of them have been the clearest

exponents of the thesis that the only way to be sure that there 15
no wat 15 to carry still farther than the Baruch Plan the Iinmta-
tion of national sovereignty  The behef m world government,
which had a considerable following mn this country before the
atomic era, has become the characteristic belief of the atomic
era  One might almost undertake to distingwsh those who them-
zelves have entered the atomic era by then behef in the principle
of world government

It should be of interest abroad that bv now a majority ot
Amernicans probably have enteied the atomic era and do beleve
i the principle of world povernment The authovity for this
sweeping statement 1s a pubhc-opimuon pell, published by Eilmo
Roper, 1n which this question was asked * If every other countrv
m the world would elect remesentatives t0 a world congress and
let all problems between couniries be decided by this congress
with the strict provision that all countries have to abide by decr-
swohs, whether they like them or not, would you be willing to
have the United States go along with this®** And the answer
to this gquestion was “yes’ by 628 per ceni, and “no” by 198
per cent the rest nol having an opimion ‘Thus, of those with
an opmion, the majonty for the principle of world government,
for a parhament of man, was better than three to one I mught
add that the Middle West was the region giving the greatest
number of " yes™ answers

The logiec 15 mnescapable that since war 15 an expression of
snarchy, lasting peace can only be assuled m a woild of law
based on justice That can be had only if the natiohs cease o
be Judges in thewr own cause and subordinaie themselves fo a
syvstem of law
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NORTH AND SOUTH SLESWIG
By T. DRIFFIELD HAWKIN

The racial and economic qifficulties of an enforced mixed popu-
lation are well exemplified 10 the Jutland Peninsular, especially in
the Lorvder country called by the Danes Sonder-jylland, and by the
Germans Nord Schleswig.

In 1864, Bismark began the Blutund Eisen polley by taking
Sleswig-Holstein from Denmark. Never have the Danes asked for
the return of Helstein, but Sleswigz has been the scene of &s grim
a campaign of Germahisation as Alsace-Liorraine ever was. For
fifty years the Danes have endured severity, colonisation, cajolery,
education and bribery when the Reich set herself to transform the
Sleswigers into Germans in thought, word and deed. During that
perina, however., Denmark turned her necessity to glorious gain.
Bishop Grundvig founded the High Schools, including some of
which emigrated en masse from Sleswig; thousands of Danes went
to America and founded New Denmatk—e.g., Iowa—in fact, there
are more Danes in the U.SA. than in Denmark; and then began
the reclamation of the Jutland heaths which contributed so much
to the rebirth ol Danish agriculture. After World War I the
injustice of the Sleswig boundary was patrtially rectified by the
plebiscite of 1920, frecing North Sleswig from the German yoke,
but the Danes were caubicus about the inclusion of many German

©golonists. I asked a farmer in 1934 the reasons for this. His reply
Wwas cryptic: “ You have never lived next door to Prussia.”—* The
CGerman is always the German, and he always comes baclk again.”
“Why are these vast crowds of organised tourists holding memorial
sevvices at Dybbdl [the scene of the battle in 18641 in our own
lang?”

And during the hext years I heard of the activilles of the
Vogelsang Co. buying up Danish farms when they ever came into
the market; and I saw the German maps issued by the Hanshofer
Institute with a wide sireteil of the conntry marked Doende Dansk
(Dying Danighy and T heard of the pro-German campaigh (o take
hack North Sleswig. No wonder the Sleswigers lived uneasily, with
constant forebodings! A visit to Flensborg in 1837 ithat town
which became world-famous after Hicler's suicide in 19457 showed
me the construction of a buttress of the Nazi regime, and the old
Danish lady said bitterly. “It's all coming hack. We are being
pushed off the pavements and the German girls are taking to
Jjackboots.”

and now that Denmark has suffered. and has a chance of a
further extension south into the old Heswig lands, for 80 years part
of Germany, she is being cautious, walking delicately like Agag,
and small blame to her!

She remembers the great war memorial at Aarhus, where one
may see the names of those conscript Danes killed in World War L
She remembers how the coast of Jutland was used by the German
Mavy for landing practices, when it would be Lincoinshire or
Suffolk next year. She remewmbers Goering's battleship (then
described as a pleasure yacht) exploring the fjords and straits of
her broken coastline, and the fishermen listening to the “Horst
Wessel” song and the earlier “CG Nein, O Nein, dien Vaterlandmuss
grosser s2in’—sohgs with a purpose. Despite all this. may T hope,
as a friend ¢of Denmark, that she will face the new world with
courage and elect to take her own, back te the Eider and the Kiel
Canal. If the latter is to be internationalised, a happy suggestion
has been made that the Canal police and officials should be
American, of Danish desceni, who would be immune from the
effects of the “friendliness” of their neighbours, which had such a
disastrous result on April 9th, 1940.

The situation at present is complicated by the fact that there
are some 200,000 German D.P.s now in Denmark from the Russian
Zorie of Occupation and it may be that these people will be brought
south to Sleswig, on German pressure, o vote anti-Danish at a
possible plebiscite. This would be unfair to Denmark and a great
wrong to Solth Sleswig.

There ig also an old-standing query as to descent and speech, for
many Sleswigers of Danish descent have been educated and drilled
as Germans, but none-the-less, they count themselves Danes, as
do the Danes in the U.S.A. But now time is on the side of peace.
It was a flerce old German going to Hamburg who, when I asked
in Danish in the carriage, “Does Lhe train go to Abenraa?” stood
up and roared at me, “Hier sagt man Apenrade.” Will not the
LA L. take some steps in clearing up this vexed guestion of infer-
natiolnality? Austrig and Italy have shown the way in the South
Tyrol.

THE COMMON MAN AND PERMANENT
PEACE

By A. HOWARD EVANS

As never before in the history of the world, we are beginning to
think internationally. It is a pity we did not do it before the
advent of the atomic homb made the whole malter so vitally
imperative, but still the wider interest in world affairs evinced by
larges masses of the commeon crowd is something to be thankful for.
The spread of education is beginning to make the democracy more
and more immune from the broadeast views of Press lords and
more capable of taking a ealm, judicial view of guestions at issue,
As Kipling nicely puts it, “If yau can beal to hear the truth you've
uttered twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools.”

One of the signs of the times is the demand for a breaking-down
of the barriers to foreign travel. Mr. Bevin's deseription of visas
for travel abroad as “an abomination whieh means queues and
criticism™ will be heartily endorsed by all who have world interests
at heart. For years before the outbreak of the last war the tourist
travel between Great Britain ana the Continent was increasing by
leaps and bounds. The sooner it can resume operations, the better.
There are great organisations looking after the intevests of the
wealthy traveller from U.8.A. with an eye to his effect on the
dollar exchange. but there is another typs who also should he
freed from unnecessary restrictions by officlals whose sole anxiety
is to magnify their office and retain their jobs. I refer to the
mobile travelley who carries only a rucksack and a suitcase for a
fortnight's holiday. His tribe is the coming factor in international
relationships. The system of a week or a fortnight's holiday with
pay will increase his numbers. Journeys to France angd Switzer-
land have not heen easy this vear, but month-by-month things
are hecoming easier, The Churches might do a great deal of good
by encouraging their young people fo divert expenditure on
luxuries to form travel funds for the purpose of Continental visits
as soon as the frontiers are fully open. I have haa a hint {hat
ane of the largest of the Free Churches has already got the matter
in hand. No doubt the Swiss Government, with the natural desire
to resuscitate one of ifs staple industries, would render all
facilities possible. Fromn the peace propaganda point of view, a
few good international conferences—say at Bemmne and Geneva—
would be helpful in the cause we have al heart.

The study of languages, too, should receive a lot more encourage-
ment than it does af present. We are badiy behind the Dutch and
Swiss in this respect, but-there is no reason why we shouid be.

-

e
 —

U.8. AND THE NEW

The Senate this afternoon passed a reso-
WORLD COURT

lution, which becomes effective without
action in the House of Representatives,
setting forth the terms whereon the United States will aceept the
jurisdietion of the new World Cowrt. . The President is by the
resolution instrueted te file with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations an agreement accepting jurisdietion in all disputes
concerning the interpretation of a treaty; any guestion of inter-
national law; the existence of any fact which, if established, would
constitute a breach of an international obligation; and the nature
or extent of reparation to be made for a breach of an international
obligation. Exemption is provided, however, for “dispules with
regard to matiers which are esseniially within the domestic
jurisdiction of the United States as determined by the United
States.”—* Times,” 3.8.46.

INJUSTICE THE The Women’s International League believes
CAYUSE OF WAR  that injustice, deep-seated in the political and

economic strueture of our society, has been
largely vesponsible for world-wide war, Peace and freedom
depend on the development of a free and democratic social order
in which the basic needs of the people are met and their funda-
niental rights preserved.

The League affirms that peace and freedom are interdepen-
dent and that they must rest on law and justice. The primary
funection of democratic government is to transiate these princi-
ples into a political and economic programme that will give them
substance and meaning. Such a programme is not static but
dynamic. It must provide for growth and expansion, for new
forms, new areas of development, new institutions to meet the
demands of contemporary life—“Four Lights,” July, 1946,
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“TIME WILL TELL”

The Views of Mr. C. A. RADICE

“The Times" lhas published the following—on page four, in
the 3rd paramaph of columm twg, on the 12th September:—

“The legal commission decided bv 14 votes to 2, with five
abstentions, that the Australian proposal for the mstitution of
& European Courb of Human rnghts was ouiside the scope of
tne conterence,” ’

Tire Contereice 1efetred to 15 the conference of Foegn
Ministels whach 15 being held in Paris to draft the Peace Treaties,
it was not appointed to devise means of cieating any Court and
“The Times” report does not explam how such a proposal.
which has ne vely obvipus connection with the peace treaties,
came to be proposed.

“The Tumes " goes on Lo pring the reasons piven by the legal
Commission —

* (1" That the [ulfilment of human rights’ s a unaversal task
whach, In contormity with the Chalier of Uniled Nations, has
been entrusted to the Ecohomic and Social Council which has
set up a commission on human righis. These twop oOrgans have
competence both in regard to the claboration of the principles
angd the determmation of the measures (o be talen to make them
effective,

* 127 5o long as the princeiples have uot been the subject of a
certain lundamental agreement it is not possible, in the present
state of international law to 1mpose on a State the decisions of
an international judicial organ in this matter”

More than tvwo vears ago " The Arbirator” publbshed, on page
2060 ‘No 666 Januaty-March, 1944) my article headed * National
Soveregnty ' 1 which I wrote —

“These are the 1easons winch rendel fuiile all suggestions for
preventing war whicli do not begin with a renunclatwon of full
national soveieignty  Such a renunciation would clear the way
for mmteinational conferences to agree laws—until such mierna-
tional laws ate drafted and accepted by the nations—mieria-
tional pohice aclion must remain futile, lacking as 1t would, the
authorisation of judicial authority based on previousiv accepied
nteinatiohal laws.”

Readers of * The Arbibrator " ale tecommended to refresh their
menorics of that article whach indicated a wav to peace which
the Thuted Nations have now taken, afier a delay of moie than
iwo vears

On page 242 (Mo 4§72 September, 1945 “The Arbirator '
pubhshed mv aricle “ San Francisco ™ in which I wrote

~In Janualy, 1942, ihe International Arbitration League
published my pamphlet ‘Peace through Justice’ in which I
called for mvestigation of the possimiity of mamntainng peace—
by means simalar to those it common use for preserving order

with justice as between fellow citizens. Members of the same
nation are linked together bv a common alleglahce 10 the same
authorty.

“The authority comprises three Instrumenis: a Legislature,
a Judwature, an Executive—these are the meahs whereby griev-
ances are adjudicated—always according to laws previously
agreed”

Lower down in the same aiticle I wiote:

“The Charter makes no provision for the mmpartial adiudica-
tion of such cases The Charter does establish an Interna-
pional Court of Justice . . .  and 185 judges would adjudicate
mpartially if guded by smtable laws, but nothing is saxd mn the
Charter as t¢ the laws wlhich are to guge this Court . . . the
Statute reads as follows., Article 38 The Court shall apply .
the general principles of law recognised by cwvilised nations ™

The Charter does not contain adeguate indication of the prLin-
cipies which shounld be agreed and I go on to write:

“1 propose suggesting, At another time, what moial principles
are reguired as everlasting foundation, acceptable to all sections
of the human race, for laws which-will give t¢ the woild peace
hased on justice ”

I have kept my promise and have written for “The New
Commonwealth,” by request of the editor of that journal, an
article on World Principles from which extracts have been pub-
hshed, jn 1s5ue No. 677 of "The Arttiato.” rAugusi, 1946—
page 285

Our Editor has not published that part of my writing which
deals with the necessary principles, probably becatuse my article
may be pubhshed 1 pamphlet form by “The New Common-
wealth,” he has lmated his selectwon of paragraphs to those
which explain the need of agreement as Lo prmciples

The point which 13 1mportant, at this stage, to members of
the " International Artration League” 15 that given by * The
Tunes” which I have quoted earlter on 1n this article and which
I repeat

“‘The Tunes' poes on to prnt the reasons given by the

YLegal Commission—"¢1) That — These two organs have com-

petence hoth 1n regard to the elahoralion of the principles

and the measures to be taken”

Therefore we members of the YAL may be well satisfied with
having anticipated the considered decimons of the Legal Com-
mssion of United Nations and with the knowiedge that we are
giving to the readers of our journal sound and correct guidance

‘a5 to the way the Nations should go to {find peace.

C. A RADICE

UKRAINIAN

COMPLAINT

Selections From The Discussions Of The Security Council—September 16-19

Dr Van Klefiens (Netherlands) agreed with statements pie-
viously made by the Delegates of Australia, Brazl, UK and US
that the Ukramian complamt against the Government of Gieece
had net heen sufficiently subsianiiated and deplored the use of
the Secuity Couneil for the aning of issues not the concern of
that hodv. He stated that existence of clashes on the Greek-
Albamuian border conld not be doubted and suggested that the
Secretary-Gensral be enttusted to reguest the Greek and
Alpaman Governraenis to use thelr nfluence for prevention of
such madents

Mr Hasluck tAustraiia) proposed a  resolufion “ihat the
Secunty Council pass to the nex{ 1tem of business,” and added
that theie should be no attempt “to lurn sttuanons mto dis-
putes.” He declared the Council could not evaluate the stiength
of the charges new before 1t without further ihvestigation which
might endanger lhe larger sspect of the Balkan problem now
under discussion at the Paris Conference

Another resolulton was put forward by Mr Gromiko (USSR
after a preamble mn which he stated the sitnation in Greece
constituted a threat to peace and securitv. He proposed that the
Secunitv  Counell should require the Greek Government io
ligmdate provecative activibies of the monarchists on the Greek-
Albanhian border, end its propaganda that a state of war exists
hetween Greece and Albania; and ceaser its persecution ¢f
national minorities. He considered the Securnitv Council should
keep this sithation on the Agenda until the CGreek Covernment

fulfilled the i1ecommendations made by the Security Council

Mr, Herschel Johnson (U S declared the United States re-
weted  Cwithout quabfication the contention that these charges
have heen established.” He welcomed * the oppoitunity glven
by the Couneil te clear the Greek and British Governments of
serous accusations levelled apainst them ” Swmee. however, there
was ewndence of border iroubles, the Unied States would sup-
port an mvestigation of these areas, although he was nol making
a tormal proposal fao thus effect

Sir Alexander Cadogan (UK declared agaln that the
Ukramian Gevernment had made fIrivolous and urelevant
charges, which for the sake of 1its digmty and reputation the
Council should reject TUnless the Australian proposal to pass
to the next itetn of the Agenda were aceepted. the Council would
constantly be troubled with sunilar unfounded chalges He
hoped the UK Government would suppory the United States
suggestion for an mquiry, althiough he warned that such action
might merease the {ension and provocations on border areas.

Mr Hasluck {Australia) urged agam that the Council drop
the Greek matter from the Agenda He could not support the
wea of an mvestigation because the Council could not seleet one
portion of the Ukraimian complaint, when ihe whole complaint
was still before ®. On the ground of polibical wisdom such
investigation would not serve the nterests of peace The investi-
gation wes suggested to “ give us 3 way ouf of a purely pohticai
tangle,” and he opposed it as a matter of prmeiple, (See page 295.)
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BROADCASTS ON THE ORGANISATION
OF PEACE FROM SWITZERLAND

The Research and Information Department of the American
Friends Setvice Cemmittee (Quakers 'made an arrangement with
the Société des Emissions de Radio-Genéve {o btoadeast through
the Swiss National Transmitter of Sottens, talks entrusted to Me.
Marcel Sués on the crganisation of peace. These broadceasts, the
malerial of whieh is stoplied by the Research and Information
Department, have been given every two Sundavs, beginning on
October 7, 1945,

The subleéts ireated in these talks—analyses of the work of ihe
United Nations Conference at San Franhciseo, of the United Nations
Charter, of UN.RR.A.. of UNES.CO., of the F.AO.; reports on
the 2Tth session of the International Labour Conference, on the
World Youth «Conference, on the work of the Execuilve Commit-
tee of the Praparatory Commission of the United Nations, and of
the Preparatory Comimissiony itseli—have aroused great ihterest,
not only in Switzerland, but in a large number of Eurcpean
countries.

Because of the success of these broadcasts, the Société des Emis-
sions de ‘Radio-Genéve sugeested to the Service de la Radio-
diffusion Suisse in Berne the possibility of sending Me, Marcel
Sués Lo London to he present at the opening session, and at the
beginning of the first session of the General Assembly ef the
United Nations Oreanisation, and to send reports on rhese sessions
ielephonically from London, ahd broadeast by “ Scttens.”  This
suggestion was accepled, and the transmtter of * Soitens " broad-
cast on January 10 the opening speeches made before the General
Assembly by Mr, Zuleta, president of the Preparatory Commission,
and by Mr. Aitlee, British Prime Mimster. In the same broadcast
was the first reporiing of Me, Sués in London, on the ¢pening
session of the General Assembly of the United Nations, On
January 11, 12, and 13, Me. Sués reported on the first working of
fhe General Assembly.

As the Swiss Council of Peace Associationg was very much aware
of the importance of these broadeasts in informing public opinion
on the problems of the peace, it arranged in co-operation with the
Société des Emissions de Radio-Genéve 1o give as large publicity
as possible Lo these broadeasts. It placed large advertisements
announcing these broadeasts on the walls of Geneva, and informed
its affiliated Swiss associations acting for peace, sending themn
leaflets to distribute amonegsl their members and friends, Cireular
letiers were ad-dressed to a thousand persons, asscciations and
institutions. Furthermore, it infortmed by letter and by telegram
the pacifist associations and theiy directors in France, Great
Britamn, Belginm, Austria, Fungary, Czechoslovakia, Italy and
Poland.

The International Red Cross agreed to re-broadcast these trans-
missions the dayv affer thelr broadcast by * Sottens,” sending
them by short-wave from ° Schwarzenburg” {(wave length 48.66
metres) to the following countries: Austria. Hungary, Czechoslo-
vakia, Poland, Italy, Jugoslavia. Germany and Rumania. Included
in the broadcasts of the International Red ICross Conmittee for
people searching for their relatives, these short-wave hroadeasts
reached a very high number of listeners {estimated by the Inter-
national Red Cross Committee ar 1.500.000) and in consequence
have made known the work of the U.N.O. in Londen better than

any other means of information could have, particularly in the
parts of Europe which are undeniably potential cenires of trouble.

‘The first of these short-wave transmissions, breadeast on Janu-
ary 11, from 3 pm. to 5 pm., was introduced by Professor Léopold
Bossier, President of the Swiss Peace Oouneil, snd General
Secretary of the Interparliamentary Union.

At the end ¢f the last broadeast given on January 15 from 3
pr. to 430 pm. Professor L. Boissier made a second speech
appealing fo the listeners to diffuse the information thev got dur-
ing the last 5 days, to make efforts to create peace crganisations
in thewr countries or strengthen organisations already existing.
He offered the help of the Swiss Peace Council do supply with
material the peace organisations or study groups on international
affairs in Central, Eastern and Scuthern Europe,

A second series of broadcasts on the organisalion of peace
was started through Geneva Studio (wave length 443,10 metres)
on Sunday, January 27, at 10 p.m, These broadcasts were
continued from Monday February 4 and given regularly each,
Monday evening at 950 p.m., CET. The broadcasts were
delivered as in the past by ‘Me. Marcel Sues in collaboration with
the Research and Information Denartment of the American
Friends Service Committee and the Swiss Peace Council (Conseil
Suisse des Associations pour la FPaixs., The broadcasts were
transmitted at the same time through short wave station (wave
length 47.28 metres),

SECRETARY'S BROADCAST
Comme Secrétaire de Ja Ligue inhternationale de I'Arbitrage
Jj'almerais saluer chaleureusement tous les membies des autres
organisations pacifistes venues & Genéve pour assister & notre
Réunion, Cependant, ¢’est & tcus les hommes et les femmes épris
de justice gue notre Ligue voudrait s’adresser,

Nous savons par expérience quil ne suffit pas de désirer et de
chercher le bonheur en lui-méme mpour reussis 4 Llobtenir.
Il en est de méme, lorseque nous desirons et cherchons la paix. il
sutfisait qu'il ait fallu subir deux guerres mondiales? Non, la
expliquer su’il ait fallu subir deux guerres mondiales? Non, la
PRIX Ne pourta étre maintenue gue par Yétablissement d'uhe
justice internationale et d'undroit international, Nous visons
dene un but positif. C'est l'établissement d’un systéme législatif
mondial et d'une Charte des droits humains pour tous les peuples.
Notre ancienne Ligue, fondée en mil-huit«cent-soixantie-dix a joué
un role imporiant dans la convecztion des deux conférences de
la Paix tehiues 4 La Have et d'oll sonit sorties la Cour internationale
de Justice et la Cour d'arbitrage. Nous prions ceux qui veulent 1a
paix dans tous les pays d'msister auprés de leurs gouvernementy
afin quen cas de litige, ils s'adressent & la Cour internationale de
Justice. .

Encore une fois nous désirons étre a lavant-garde de ceux qui
cherchent l'etablissement d’une légistation mondiale. Nous voulons
Pétablissement d'une assemblée mondisle élue directement par
tous les peuples, devant laquelle les gouvernements de totites les
nations, seraient représentées. Ce qua nous voulons, ¢'est une loi,
e justice ef une armée internationale —The Secretary on the
Swiss Radio. September 21, 1946

WORLD ISSUES

The Information DPepartment of the National Peace Council
{144, Southampton Row, London, W.C.1) Las cemmenced publica-
tion of a new four-page bulletin entitled “ World Issues "—a sutvey
of significant facts and opinions bearing on eurrent world prab-
lems, intended primarily for speakers and writers and others
actively imnterested in infernational affairs. The first number hag
its main titles “ World Food Shortage,” “ Germany.” “The Far
East " and ‘““Atomic World.” A specimen copy of the bulletin,
which is to be published fortnightly at an annual subscription
rate of 10/- a year post free, can be obtained on application o
the Nafional Peace Council.






