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1 'THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE
FUTURE PEACE"

A two-day Public Conference held under the auspices of the
National Peace Council in the Conway Hall, London, on October
5th and 6th, and attended by some three hundred delegates of
organisations and individual visitors, discussed the United Nations
Charter and Organisation in the light of developments since the
San Francisco Conference was held, and the major political and
economic problems confronting the world at the present time.
The Earl of Darnley, Professor Norman Bentwich, M.C., LL.D.,
and the Rev. Henry Carter, C.B.E., acted as chairmen.

The following are extracts from the main introductory
speeches:

MR. JOHN MIDDLETON MURRAY, speaking in the first
session on "The Basic Issues," said:—

The human race has failed at two consecutive challenges,
which we may call the challenge of coal and the challenge of oil.
But they were challenges at least commensurable with one
another. The third is not commensurable. The energy released
by the atomic disintegration of two pounds of matter would
be roughly equal to that produced by all the coal and oil extracted
in the world during a whole year. I do not think I exaggerate
when I say that mankind is on the brink of having one hundred
thousand times more energy at its disposal than it has to-day,
and is finding the position completely unmanageable.

The world war of 1914-18 was the failure of response to the
challenge of coal, to the first major increase of power. The
League of Nations was the reaction to that failure. The world
war that has just ended was the failure of response to the
challenge of oil. The reaction to that failure has been the San
Francisco Conference: which, in spite of all the statesmen say,
is a definite retrogression even from the League of Nations. . . .
San Francisco is simply the confession, " We cannot do it. We
cannot achieve a new social mind; we cannot create a new
behaviour-pattern. Let us accept the old anarchy, and comfort
ourselves; let us call it order. . . ."

What then is the chance of mankind responding successfully
to the challenge of the power of atomic disintegration? Approach
it from one angle, the abysmal, terrible failure of the last 40
years—and the answer appears to be, " No chance at all.", Wipe
that possibility from the tables of your dreaming mind. God is
tired of Man. Now He has led him to the possibility of annihi-
lating himself completely. " Trust one another, or perish," is
His summons to the nations of the earth. They will perish rather
than trust each other. And all that can be urged against that
seeming inevitability of doom is one's instinctive half-faith that
when the incommensurable magnitude of the new challenge is
realised, the human mind must jump, and the pattern of
behaviour must change.

Here it seems to me that this country has a clear and definite
moral and historical mission: at three levels. First, to carry
through the domestic advance into democratic socialism; second,
to organise and inspire a close voluntary association, economic
and political, of the Western Europeai democracies—something
that may grow quickly into a federation of democratic socialist

nations; third, definitely to transcend all that remains of its
own imperialism, and transform the British Empire into a
genuine and complete Commonwealth of associated nations. . • ."

MR. H. N. BRAILSFORD, speaking on "The Security Ques-
tions," said: What is security? What does the word mean? The
Oxford dictionary of to-morrow will describe it as a phantom and
an illusion of the pre-atomic age. The San Francisco meeting
took place during the last days of Innocence, before the Atomic
Age began. Any complacency regarding " security" was shat-
tered by the end of Hiroshima. Even the safety of armies and
navies must now be seen to lie in dispersal. . . Coercion is not
sufficient in itself to preserve the peace. The step from the
police state to the international welfare state must be taken.
Appeal must be made to the ideas which lie behind the love of
the ' motherland and the picture that idea calls up. As children
we drank our nourishment from our mother's breast. We listened
to her songs and learnt our first lessons at her knees. . . . So
people look to their motherland for shelter and sustenance and
so, in the future, they will look to the international welfare^
state. This should be brought about by placing atomic power
under the United Nations control and handing it out to humanity
for its use. I want to see it in the hands of an authority that
represents us all, so that the Eskimo and the Kaffir, the common"
man all over the world, shall look to the international authority
for the energy that warms his house, propels his ships and bakes
his daily bread.

SIR JOHN BOYD ORR, F.R.S., M.P., PRESIDENT OF THE
NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL, speaking on " The Welfare Ques-
tions," said: The advance in biological science in the last few
years has been so great that we can hardly conceive of it. We
know that if we could apply this new biological "knowledge we
should have a different race. Bui have we this means of creat-
ing the conditions which will enable human beings to attain
the physical and spiritual status which we know that given the
right conditions they can attain? . . . Our power of producing
all the things that man uants is now almost inconceivable. We
can create the food and build the homes and make tKe furniture
and provide the community centres and all the things that man
needs to reach a very high standard of living. . . . What is
the most urgent need to-day? Food and shelter are the basic
necessities, and the world to-day is short of both. I believe that
in the coming winter in Europe more people will die for lack of
food and shelter than were killed in the whole five years of
the war. If the statesmen of the world, instead of wrangling
over boundaries and spheres of influence, would realise that the
aeroplane and the wireless take no account of them . . . they
might say, " Let us get together. We are the people who have
been given the government of the nations. What should be the
first duty of a government? It should be to provide the primary
necessities of life for the people whom they govern. What does
the world most urgently need? Food and shelter. Here is some-
thing on which we can all co-operate; this will bring benefit to
all. . . ."

(Continued on back page).
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NOTES AND COMMENTS
REINFORCE THE Dr Evatt, Australian Minister for Exter-
WORLD COURT.— nal Affairs, speaKing beiore the Royal
Plea by Dr. Evatt Institute of International Affairs, at Chat-

ham House, said
" Some features of the Dumbarton Oaks plan have given rise,

among the lesser Powers, to doubts and anxieties. Undoubtedly
the Dumbarton Oaks plan, far more than the Covenant of the
League of Nations, bases itself on the need of differentiating or
discriminating between the five Powers on the one hand and
all the rest of the nations on the other.

" For instance, the proposed General Assembly, in which all
States meet on a footing of equal rights, would have far more
restricted functions than the Assembly of the League had. A
cardinal fact is that the present plan gives almost unlimited
authority to a small Security Council in which the ' Big Five'
preponderate. So great a power has never before been conferred
upon any international body.

TRANSITIONAL
" The Dumbarton Oaks plan as at present drafted bears very

many characteristics of a mere prolongation into the years of
peace, of the type of ' Big Three ' leadership that has been found
necessary to win the war This is the explanation and justifi-
cation of the veto plan.

" It would be wise to regard the plan as being of a transitional
rather than a permanent character. If that were conceded the
organisation could start off in the expectation that the Charter
would be progressively modified and altered

" It follows that the constitutional arrangements for amending
the Charter are exceedingly important.

ALL MUST CONSENT
" The central difficulty, as the plan now stands, is that no

amendment of the Charter will be possible without the unani-
mous consent of all the ' Big Five ' "

Dr. Evatt also spoke of the importance of placing more
emphasis on the jurisdiction of the Permanent Court of Inter-
national Justice.

He added that he was hopeful that in these great matters the
meeting of the United Kingdom End British Dominion represen-
tatives would make a contribution of enduring and not merely
temporary value to the cause of world peace and welfare.

INTERNATIONAL On Friday, October 26th, a Permanent
COURT Court of International Justice met at the

Peace Palace, The Hague, home of the old
International Couit Administrative questions only were dis-
cussed.

DECIDE NOW Summarising his article on Atomic Power,
H N. Brailsford wrote:

" Firstly the ownership of every deposit of pitchblende, the
ore from which uranium is extracted, be it in Canada or Corn-
wall, Saxony or Bohemia, must be brought under international
ownership and control

" Secondly, ihe whole work of research, whethei for peaceful or
warlike uses, must be directed from an international scientific
centre.

" Thirdly, the manufacture of bombs must be located on inter-
national territory under the sovereignty of the Security Council.
Finally, the scientific and military staffs, the air foice and the
garrison must be reciuited and paid, not by the National States,
but by the Security Council.

" In this way only can we create a World Guard, an inter-
national police armed with a weapon so irresistible that no
aggressor would ever dare to face it If we can achieve this inter-
national monopoly of atomic energy, disarmament in lespect of
other aims, useless as they toon will be, would follow as a
matter of course.

A NEW POSITION
" One obstacle stands m the way. The Security Council, as it

was shaped at San Francisco, is powerless to deal with this
menace. The veto of the Great Powers shields them from
discipline by the Council Our police force could be used only
against the little Powers, most of them too poor to make an
atomic bomb.

" We have to face the fact, then, that the San Francisco Char-
ter belonged to the pre atomic era It can promise us no
security to-day. For one brief moment we have a chance to wm
safety for all mankind by an offei to renounce our temporary
advantage, if other Powers will surrender this right or veto

A BOLD BARGAIN
" To-day, there is only one arsenal on the earth that can make

this bomb. Let us propose a bold and simple bargain We will
hand over its deadly secrets to the United Nations if all of them
will accept the jurisdiction of the Security Council on a footing
of equality without privileges or vetoes.

" Whether America would join in such an offer, I do) not know.
But if Mr. Attlee were to make it, of this I am sure, the whole
of civilised mankind would hail him as its leader."—" Reynolds
News," 12/8/45.

FIRST TASK. When the United Nations Organisation is
set up its first task must be to see that the

atomic bomb is placed under its control and, as a corollary, to
see that no single nation is allowed to develop this fearful
weapon. Obviously this will be no easy task, but it is one which
must be attempted.

Let us take a hypothetical case If, let us sa\, a revived Japan
were to attack an independent Korea, the case would come
before the Security Council. If the Council decided that this
was a case where military sanctions should be employed, the
Military Staff Committee, which consists of the Chiefs of Staff
of the five Great Powers on the Council, would be askeci to pre
pare a plan. The Committee would presumably recommend
that in the first instance action should be taken by the Air
Forces of Soviet Russia and the United States—it might even
recommend, say, two atomic bombs That would mean, how-
ever, that the Air Forces of Russia and the United States
would have to be famed with the atomic bomb. At present the
United States is in this happy position, but is it really desirable
that she should continue to be or that each of the Great Powers
should be so equipped? It seems inescapable that if the United
Nations Organisation is to have the monopoly of the bomb it
must have a separate territory for its manufacture and a separate
Air Force for its delivery Indeed the argument for an Inter-
national Air Force at the disposal of the United Nations is now
overwhelming. It may be objected that this Air Force would
then either require bases of its own all over the world or a fleet
of earners to give it mobility. All these problems will have to be
faced m turn It would also mean that each of the United
Nations, or at least each of the five Great Powers, would have to
share the secret while promising not to use it for its own advant-
age It may well be found that all such arrangements are
impossible in a world composed of independent sovereign States,
but this, after all, would hardly be a discovery It wouia merely
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be the realisation of a truth that has long been known by intelli-
gent men in all countries. The Charter is fair enough, but, like
so many of our political institutions, it is already out of date in
the atomic era.—"Manchester Guardian Weekly," 24/8/45.

BRITAIN TO HAVE
ATOM STATION

Mr. Attlee has announced in Parliament
that the Government have decided to set
up a research and experimental establish-

ment to cover all aspects of the use of atomic energy.
Accommodation was being provided at an airfield near Didcot.
Responsibilit3 for research, which hitherto has rested with the

Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, will be trans-
ferred to the Ministry of Supply.

"Evening Standard," 29/10/45.

ATOMIC POWER It is encouraging to hear that already
IN PEACE. thought is being given to the future control

of the atomic bomb and how its power can be
made " an overwhelming influence towards world peace." That,
however, is not something that Mr. Stimson's Committee, or even
an Anglo-American committee, can be trusted to decide alone.
The control must be connected in some decisive way with the
World Organisation. It was no doubt strong awareness of public
anxiety that made Mr. Attlee issue a special statement pledging
the Government to the fullest efforts to see that the newly avail-
able power shall be used for peace. The Canadian Minister of
Munitions (Mr. C. D. Howe) has said that Britain and Canada
do not know the details of the manufacture of the atomic bomb
though Britain has the right to obtain them. At present, he
added, neither Britain nor Canada wanted such responsibility.
Although it is difficult for us to imagine the force behind the
Hiroshima explosion being harnessed as industrial power, a state-
ment from the American Office of. War Information suggests that
it may be done within ten years, and Professor Einstein, if he is
less definite about the time needed, still believes that atomic
energy will be given pacific uses.—" Manchester Guardian
Weekly," 17/8/45.

THE CHINESE-SOVIET The terms of the Russian-Soviet
TREATY. treaty are, as we Torecast last week,

favourable to the Chungking Govern-
ment, which maintains joint control with Russia over the Man-
churian railways and in Port Arthur, which is to be a Soviet
naval base, and Dairen, which is to be a free port. Russia
promises speedy withdrawal of. her troops from Manchuria and
undertakes not to aid any other Chinese administration than
that of Chiang Kai-shek. This treaty is to last for thirty years.
Outer1 Mongolia, which has been a separate republic since 1922, is
to decide its own future by plebiscite. Nothing is said about
the position of the Communist Government in Yenan, which
has never been aided by the U.S.S.R. and which is now left to
make the best terms it can with Chiang Kai-shek. Mao Tse-tung
has therefore changed his mind and gone to Chungking. He
has considerable bargaining power since the Communist armies
occupy important positions and are large, even though poorly
armed. If Chiang Kai-shek displays a Chinese capacity for
compromise, the threat of civil war and its possible dangerous
world complications is now at an end. Presumably he will
broaden his Government, offering seats to the Communists, while
ending Communist autonomy in the North and demanding that
the Yenan armies and partisans are disbanded or incorporated
in the regular Chungking forces. Unless these measures are
accompanied by a drastic overhaul of the Kuomingtang admini-
stration, China will be the loser by the disruption of an admini-
stration which has set up a new record in Chinese history for
honesty and reformist efficiency. But the main result of the
treaty is to bring into far closer partnership the Governments of
Moscow and Chungking. Chiang Kai-shek will be in a stronger
position to resist the demands of American big business. But
the United States seems already to have insisted on occupying
southern Korea. About the northern half of Korea, nothing has
yet been said; the only Allied statement on the subject was> the
guarded promise of Korean independence in the Cairo declara-
tion of. 1943— "N.S. and N.," 1/9/45.

NEXT MOVES The Viceroy's visit to London for consulta-
IN INDIA. tion on future policy has revived the hopes

of India. She now has in Lord Wavell and
Lord Pethick-Lawrence the most sympathetic combination of
Viceroy and Secretary of State that she has had in this century.
The expected first moves towards a better atmosphere have been
promptly made. The ban against Congress activities has been
lifted everywhere, and elections are to be held in the cold weather
for the provincial councils and the Central Legislature. They
should not be unduly hurried, since Congress is handicapped by
a long period of suppression. The elections should make it clear
whether there really is in the Muslim provinces a majority for
separation. The Simla Conference tailed because of the
intransigence of Mr. Jinnah and the Muslim League. When next
an attempt is made to focus Indian opinion, it may be feasible
to do it not through the leading parties as such, but through
the premiers of the newly elected provincial councils. They
might, if called together, be able to agree in recommending a
panel from which a truly representative National Government
might be formed. By some such procedure Mr. Jinnah's veto
might be circumvented.—" N.S. and N.," 1/9/45.

IX.O. IN INTERNATIONAL A sharp indication of the desire
AFFAIRS. within the I.L.O. to establish its

international standing at the
earliest moment was given at Paris, when thes constitutional com-
mittee empowered the governing body to go ahead with negotia-
tions to secure control of I.L.O. properties and assets held on its
behalf by the League of Nations. An amendment requiring the
governing body to report its conclusions back to the 1946 con-
ference was defeated mainly because delegates were anxious to
end delay.

M. Leon Jouhaux, the French trade union leader, intervened
in favour of speed and action. " The League of Nations is dead,"
he said, " and the I.L.O. must make clear its own independent and
continuing existence.".—"The Times," 23/10/45.

SECURITY AND GERMAN Countries which the Germans
INDUSTRY. have devastated twice in a genera-

tion are entitled to put their own
future security before everything else. But the issue is one of
means rather than ends. Beyond a point the breaking-up of
German production capacity, even for use elsewhere, must mean
a net loss, not a gain, to the countries who have suffered1 directly
at German hands. It is in the calculation of this point, and in
the determination of the policy to be pursued to the common
ends of security and reconstruction, that allied unity has so far
failed. The peace and progress of Europe depend upon the
common policy and common action of the great Powers, above
all in the treatment of Germany. For these, there can be no
possible substitute.—"The Times," 27/10/45.

UNITED NATIONS. Arrangements are being made for the
reception of. delegates to the General

Assembly of the United Nations. It is hoped that the Prepara-
tory Commission of the United Nations will meet at Church
House, Westminster, on November 8, and the present intention
is that the General Assembly shall meet in Central Hall, West-
minster. Mainly because of the difficulty of heating Westminster
Hall, the project to use that historic building has been
abandoned.

Several hundred delegates and experts are expected to come
to London for the Preparatory Commission, and the number at
the General Assembly may reach 2,000. It is hoped that Mr.
Bevin will lead the United Kingdom delegation. Reception,
accommodation, and entertainment of delegates will be arranged
by the new Conference Department of the Foreign Office, under
Colonel G. R. Codrington.

It is hoped that transport to and from the conferences will be
provided by cars from the Navy, Army, and Air Force. About
150 Marines will be detailed to act as guards, doorkeepers, and
messengers. Tours may be organised to enable visitors to see
something of the effects of war on London, and special demon-

(Continued on Page 254)
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" FORGET THE FRONTIERS "
Miss A. Ruth Pry is the first contributor to a new series of

articles upon the causes of International Misunderstanding.
Miss Pry is the daughter of the Right Hon. Sir Edward Fry,

G.C.B., who after retiring from being a Lord Justice was appointed
to many arbitrations, at home and abroad, and was leader of
the British Delegation to the Hague Peace Conference in 1907.
She is herself a well-known member of the Society of Friends
and a writer in, support of the Peace Movement.

BARRIERS TO INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP
By Miss A. Ruth Fry.

A story is told of how a new Hungarian Ambassador presented
his credentials to the President of a South American State.

" What country do you (represent?" asked the President.
" The Kingdom of Hungary."
" Oh, so you have a king?"
" No, we are ruled by Admiral Horthy."
" An Admiral? So you have a fleet?"
' No. We have no fleet "
" I see. And is your country neutral?"
" No, your [Excellency. We are at war with Russia."
" I see. Why, may I ask?"
•' Because, your Excellency, we want Transylvania."
"Oh. And Russia has Transylvania?"
" No, Rumania has Transylvania."
"So, then, you are at war with Rumania, too?"
" No, your Excellency, Rumania is our ally."
The President nicked up his telephone. His expression was sot,

his vo'ce tense. " Get me the lunatic asylum."
That may toe written by the well-known Mr. Benjamin Trovato,

bat it is little exaggeration. How we long for a kindly lunatic
asylum to take charge of the mad nations and their madder
rulers, but instead the insane incarcerate the sane, the bad rule
the good, the stupid control the clever. Miles Malleson, in 1916,
when the world was on the way to being as mad as to-day,
emphasised the point that the utter failure of the world is due
to the wrong theories of the average man, in a passage which is
worth quoting: " If you are a crank or a faddist with unusual
theories and modes of life, you may quite possibly be mistaken,
but if you are an ordinary common-sense man of the world with
the usual theories and modes of life, then you are most certainly
mistaken; for whatever one regards as more or less the immediate
causes of the war—German militarism, Ententes and Alliances,
Secret Treaties and Diplomacies, the attitude of the Powers to
each other—armed and suspicious, the great armament firms,
class rule, nevertheless the soil in which all these things were
able to grow and nourish was the ordinary workaday ideas and
ideals of the ordinary common sense men of the v/orld. It is his
world—the sum total of him is Western civilisation. There is
nothing particularly evil in him individually—he is just mistaken;
but the cumulative result of his mistakenness is the world of
to-day—blood and agony and hate and suffering and sorrow
beyond words, almost beyond thought. . . . Christianity, it seemed,
might have saved Europe. But Christ, Who moved among the
poor and the despised of the then men of the world, taught the
vanity of material wealth, the danger of riches, the futility cf
earthly kingdoms, and empires and worldly goods, the great
saving power of love and human brotherhood. All this is revolu-
tionary—and Christianity has long since ceased to be that. It
has become the religion of the man of the world, and its teaching
twisted to suit his convenience."*1)

What are these prickly hedges with which the foolish ordinary
man has surrounded himself? They include the differences of
outlook caused by differences of language, of education, of tem-
perament, of forms of government, and of religion. These are
some of the facts which incline men to think that their own
little bit of the world is superior to all others, and must be
protected by killing the people outside it. Whilst we have armies
and navies we translate our differences into war. When we
have none as between our English counties, which once fought
each other, our local patriotism is nothing worse than a special
love for our particular 'bit of lovely country. Aeroplanes, which
now sow terror and death, will then make us realise that we are
citizens of the world.

Language is a real and serious barrier to international under-
standing. We all know that language colours cur thoughts, that
even we ourselves feel slightly different if we are expressing our-

(i) Cranks and Comn onsense, 1916.

selves in a foreign language, and it needs real imagination and
syirpathy to approach to a close understanding across its hedge.
Probably with increasing world intercourse, either English or
French, or an artificial language such as Esperanto, will enable
this difficulty to be more easily overcome.

We all realise how education helps to form our whole life's
outlook, and stamps our personality with its scheme of values.
This is a class barrier as well as a national barrier—the boy from
Eton and the boy from a slum school have a widely different
introduction to their thought life, but they may become very
good friends and help-mates, given a common task or ideal, just
as may the girl from Texas and the girl from Paris.

It must be admitted that it is one of the few things to be said
in favour of war that it does help people to get over these differ-
ences, and shows us that we must make the winning of peace as
great and thrilling an adventure as the waging of war, so that
•people as eagerly join in it and as willingly forget the dividing
cactus hedges.

Differing forms of government can make international inter-
course very difficult. The test is whether the government realises
its responsibility to the world at large as well as to its own
people. In our stupidity we too often put in power Governments
which have no such sense of their high responsibility. Such
Governments believe that in getting we shall enjoy and in taking
we shall keep. They think that it is good to give away bombs,
sowing thereby a ghastly harvest of hatred, whereas our surplus
food they destroy rather than share with the hungry, which
would make them our faithful friends. We think we have a safe
government when we have one which believes in being as selfish
for its country and as unkind to other nations as it can be, for-
getting that such distinctions and barriers are creating enemies
with certainty.

Such is the policy of so-called protection, which is derived
from the sentiment of jealousy and personal selfishness. " This
is a sufncently unpleasant sentiment, when it is evinced by the
individual trader, who displays it towards his compatriots as
well as his foreign competitors; but when the State bases its
policy on it, jealousy and hostility are developed on a national
scale. War is morally prepared when the State seeks to harm
foreign producers, adpots fiscal measures for defence, or turns
the patrimony of mankind into a national monopoly."*2)

In former days men held to their particular form of religion
wim such zeal and earnestness that as we know they were ready
to persecute and torture all who differed from them. To-day,
alas, apathy has largely taken the place of zeal, and this should
at least make them more tolerant.

It is good to note that the heads in this country of the Church
of England, Roman Catholic Church and Free Churches, together
with 13 leaders of European Churches and nations have signed a
manifesto in which they say: "We are persuaded that the evils
from which the world is suffering can be remedied only by a
return to God the Father of all. The rivalries and strifes that
do so much to ruin life and culminate in the insensate horror of
war spring from sources in human nature too deep to be con-
trolled by human planning. . . . We need a vision, in the hearts of
men and women who are freed from selfishness and greed, of a
world ordered according to God's purpose and law. We need the
spirit of love and repentance, humbly beseeching God to forgive
us our past sins, and to give us the spirit of forgiveness for
wrongs done to ourselves"

And we may call attention to the existence of a World Congress
of Faiths as evidence of a desire to realise the unity of religious
principles under their differing forms. Might it not be possible
to find a synthesis or common denominator of all religions—the
laws which are based on the eternal verities which should govern
the life of every man and his relations to his fellows? Without
obedience to these, no permanent or prosperous society can be
founded; it is like a house balanced on a pedestal, bound to
collapse. With them, religion becomes a bond and not a barrier,
emphasising the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man.

For true religion is the only cure for the diseases of inter-
national society. If language, education, government, are the
ostensible causes of difference, the ultimate difficulties are the
result of human sins—of fear, ignorance, stupidity and, above
all, perhaps, of jealousy, a most powerful acid, disintegrating
good relations.

There is a story of a boy who saw a very large dragon on a
hill top, the dragon of What-Might-Happen, but the strange
thing was that the nearer he approached to it, the smaller grew

(2) C. J. L. Brock, " Moral Case for Free Trade."
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the dragon. So with our fears of other nations. Many of them
are dragons of that ilk, which disappear if firmly confronted. So
we fear the prosperity of other nations and are jealous of it.
On the contrary we should fear the misery of other nations
which inevitably must affect us adversely. For we are all mem-
bers one of another, and one limb cannot suffer without hurting
the others. The pestilence and famine which are the insepar-
able allies of war, are no respecters of frontiers and' are far more
dangerous than the proximitj of healthy, contented neighbours.
" The best antidote to war, transcending any security to be
gamed by big armaments, is international economic prosperity.
Pat men don't flght."(3)

Or we may be so utterly ignorant that we fear other pecple
simply because we do not know them. I t is almost within living
memory that people in East Anglia would say when they saw a
stranger approaching: "Here's a foreigner, let's heave half a
brick at him."

We must consciously give up our belidf in barriers. iln
N. Australia the farmers do not erecL fences to keep their cattle
from straying, they dig wells, around which their cattle graze.
In other words, they believe in the power of attractive good rather
than that of negative threat. Our civilisation will only be worth
while as we build it on the overwhelming powers of friendship,
co-operation and love, sharing with all our brother men the
amazing riches with which God has endowed our world. As
Emerson said: "As long as our civilisation is essentially one of
property, of fences, of exclusiveness, it will be mocked by
delusions. Our riches will leave us sick: there will be bitterness
in our laughter; and our wine will burn our mouth. Only that
good profits, which we can taste with all doors open, and which
serves all men."

(.3) W Blair-Fish.

THE WORLD FEDERATION OF
TRADE UNIONS

The I.A.I,, appeals with special emphasis for the support of
working class organisations, and so ive welcome this special
article by Gordon Schaffer, Assistant Editor of " Reynolds News,"
who was himself present at the Paris Conference,

The breakdown of the Foreign Ministers' Conference in London
sta'e the headlines in most of the world's press. I would venture
to predict that the success of the World Trade Union Conference
in Paris will prove in the long run of far greater importance.

While the Conference was in session the talk in the lobbies
was of clashes between the rival delegations, threats on the part
of the British T.U.C. to walk out, high-handed demands by the
Soviet delegation. All these prophets of failure were disproved
by events. Representatives of 80,000,000 organised workers were
able to agree on the formation of the first all-embracing World
International. They hammered out a programme which has
illimitable possibilities for the peoples of the whole world.

Why were the trade unionists successful when the statesmen
failed? The answer in my view is that the delegates at Paris
were more conscious of the mass movement behind the drive for
unity than were the Foreign Ministers.

I do not believe that any one of the delegations from the lead-
ing countries would have dared to go back to report failure. Sir
Walter Citrine, leader of the British delegation, insisted quite
properly on guarantees that the work of the old International
Federation of Trade Unions and of the Trade Secretariate','
embracing international groups of miners, engineers, transport
workers and so on, must not be wasted and that all that is best
in these organisations must be incorporated in the new World
Federation. Those people, who thought that he would withdraw
from the World Conference if he did not get all his own way,
must have been completely ignorant of the feeling in the British
trade unions. The individual trade unions in Britain are deeply
conscious of their responsibilities to the international movement
and would have dealt very vigorously with any leaders who failed
to play their full part in establishing world trade union unity.

Again, the Congress of Industrial Organisations had staked
everything on making the World Conference a success. The
rival American Federation of [Labour, which to the regret of all
active trade unionists now seems to be backing every form of
reaction, had been shouting day in and day out that there was
no possibility of co-operation with the Russians. To the CJ.O.
leaders, therefore, it was essential to steer the Conference
towards a successful conclusion.

The Soviet trade unions must have been conscious of the fact
that they had the leadership of the vast majority of the countries

represented. Yet they made no attempt to bludgeon the
minority. Voting powers were used extremely cautiously.
The Soviet delegates realised that there was so wide a field on
wllich agreement could be reached, that they were prepared to
compromise on any matters calculated to lead to divisions.

Thus the World Federation was formed in a truly democratic
way Differences were hammered out, and a final constitution
was arrived at, which while meeting the views of all sides,
retained the fundamental principles necessary for success. First,
the World Federation of Trade Unions is open to all bona fide
national trade union organisations. The Federation will work
towards unity in the various countries by ensuring, as far as
possible, ihat only one national centre is represented, but there
is provision for more than one in exceptional circumstances.
Thus the American Federation of Labour can still come in if its
leadership abandons the present policy of isolation. The colonial
peoples, for the first time in history, sit as equals with the repre-
sentatives of the Imperialist countries. While due weight is
given to the views of the bigger coufitries, voting strength has
been allocated in such a way that no one country can dominate
the proceedings.

The most important fact is that the Conference was able to
agree on the most far-reaching policy.

The Executive Committee is to consider asking trade union
centres in each country to approach their governments with a
demand for the rupture of diplomatic relations with Franco
Spain, and with Argentine. The Executive Committee has been
asked to examine the question of recognition for the Republican
Government set up in Mexico.

The Executive Committee has been asked to consider the
appointment of a commission of investigation to visit Greece for
the purpose of ensuring the right of the workers to organise in
unions of their choice.

A strongly worded resolution has been adopted condemning
all forms of racial persecution and drawing attention to anti-
semitism even in countries recently liberated from the Nazis and
to the colour bar in the United States and in some of the Latin
American countries.

International trusts and monopolies are condemned and the
Executive Commibtee asked to study methods against them. On
the proposal of the American C.I.O. the Executive has been asked
to consider the appointment of. a commission to investigate
economic and political conditions in the colonial and semi-
colonial countries and to make recommendations to the Govern-
ments concerned. Another suggestion to be examined by the
Executive is for the calling of an Asiatic trade union conference.

The " inalienable right" of the workers to participate in the
organisation of the United Nations has been reasserted, and
each national organisation has been recommended to press the
claim of the World Trade Union Federation to a consultative
voice in the General Assembly and the right to a seat and a vote
in the Economic and Social Council.

A commission elected by the Executive will leave shortly to
examine conditions in all zones in Germany. A similar mission
is to visit Japan and a request is to be made for a seat in a
consultative capacity in the Control Commission in. each country.

An important statement of. policy on Germany and Japan
recorded the conviction that " only amongst the workers could
be found the base for the formation of free democratic govern-
ments in these countries," and asserted that the World Federa-
tion possessed the experience and the equipment to help in the
formation of such governments purged of all fascist and anti-
democratic elements.

A final resolution affirmed the need to deepen the collaboration
and friendship of the United Nations.

When the Executive Committee gets busy on this programme,
a new force will emerge in international politics. No Govern-
ment will dare refuse admission to colonial territories to so repre-
sentative a body. No Government will flare to ignore recom-
mendations which such a body may make.

In Germany and Japan a delegation from the World Con-
ference can cut across the barriers imposed by the different
occupying powers. In a hundred other ways these representa-
tives of the world's workers will be able to sweep away national
and racial barriers.

The immediate need to-day is for a campaign in every coun-
try to make the people aware of this great new force, so that
they may be able to use the weapon which has been forged to
solve differences between the nations and build a world unity
of the peoples, which is the surest foundation of peace.
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strauons of scientific inventions, including Radar and television,
may also be arranged

The General Post Office will mark the choice of London tor
the meeting place by stamping all letters posted in London
during the period of the Assembly with a specially designed
United Nations cancellation mark — 'The Times," 23/10/4o

EXECUTIVE. The Executive Committee of the Preparatory
Commission of the United Nations Organisa-

tion has issued its report, a lengthy document of nearly 250
pages

Among the most interesting and important sections of the
leport is that which deals with the question of 'trusteeship The
permanent Trusteeship Council cannot be formed until ceitam
territories have been placed in trusteeship, but it is recom-
mended that a temporary committee should be established, and
rules of procedure for this body are formulated Then it is
lecommended that an International Couit of Justice shall be
established as soon as possible, that premises shall be secured
at The Hague, and that a first meeting snail be convened Here
it will be observed, the principle of continuity is being followed,
and indeed the woid reconstitution" might properly be em-
ployed rather than the word ' establishment" Again provision
is made for the secretariat, the officials of which will be bound
by oath in the honourable fulfilment of their duties and subject
to regulations carefully drawn up An elaborate senes of
declarations and rules concerning this body is one of the cornei-
stones of the new construction — 'The Times," 29/10/45

WORLD T.U. FEDERATION On October 3, a new trade union
FORMED. international was bom when the

delegates to the Woild Trade
Union Conference, which opened in Paris on September 25,
approved with acclamation the constitution drafted by a special
commission

Fifty-six nations and 70 million workers were lepresented at
Pans so that the organisation now launched is the most compre-
hensive trade union organisation ever formed

LEA.DERS OP WORLD LABOUR
The headquarters of the new Pedeiation will be in Paris Sir

Walter Citrine, General Secretary of the British T U C, was
elected President, Mr Louis Saillant French resistance leader,
was elected Secretary

The new organisation will be governed by a General Council
consisting of one representative from each country in the Pedeia-
tion, but the mam responsibility of running it will fall on the
Executive Committee consisting of 26 members and its Bureau
of seven members

AIMS AND OBJECTS
Among the aims set forth in the constitution of the new woild

Federation the most important are —
To organise and unite within its ranks the trade unions of

the whole world, irrespective of considerations of race,
nationality, religion or political opinion,

To assist wherever necessaiy the workers in countries, socially
or industrially less developed, m Setting up their trade unions,

To combat war and the causes of war and to work for a
stable and enduring peace by giving full support to the estab-
lishment of a powerful and effective international organisation
armed with all necessary power to prevent aggression and main-
tain peace and by supporting the~ wisest possible international
co-operation m the social and economic spheres,

To represent the interests of world labour in all international
agencies resting upon the agreements or conventions concluded
between the United Nations and m such other international
bodies as the Federation may decide
Decisions of the Federation will not be binding on the national

trade union centres, but there will be a moral obligation on
affiliated organisations to carrv out Federation policy and to
report periodically on the extent to which this has been done
The autonomy of the trade union movement of each country is
guaranteed

THE BALFOUR In view of the unfortunate events in Pales-
JDECLARATION tine, it is of interest to leview the text of the

Balfom Declaration, made in 1917
His Majesty's Government view with favour the establish-

ment of a National Home for the Jewish people, and will use
their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object,
it being clearly understood that notnmg shall be done which
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-
Jewish Communities in Palestine or the rights and political
status enjoyed by Jews in any other country "

(Quoted from ' Arbitrator," 1929 page 63 )

THE FOREIGN POLICY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

PRESIDENT TRUMAN, at New York, declaring the foreign
policy of the United States, said —

(1) We seek no territorial expansion or selfish advantage We
have no plans for aggression against any other State large or
small We have no objective which need clash with the peaceful
aims of any other nation

(2) We believe in the eventual return of sovereign rights and
self-government to all peoples who have been deprived of them
by force

(3) We shall approve no territorial changes in any friendly
part of the world unless they accord with the fieely expressed
wishes of the people concerned

(4) We believe that all peoples who are prepared for self
government should be permitted to choose their own form of
government by their own freely expressed choice, without inter-
ference from any foreign source This is true m Europe, in
Asia and im Africa, as well as in the western hemisphere

(.5) In co-operative action with oui war allies we shall help the
defeated enemy States to establish peaceful democratic Govern-
ments of their own free choice, and we shall try to attain a world
in, which Nazism, Fascism and military aggression cannot exist

(6) We shall refuse to recognise any Government imposed on
any nation by force of any foreign Power In some cases it may
be impossible to prevent the forceful imposition of such govern-
ment, but the United States will not recognise any such govern-
ment

(7) We believe that all nations should have the freedom of the
seas and of riveis and wateiways which pass through more than
one country

(8) We believe that all States which are accepted in the society
of nations should have access to the trade and raw materials of
the world

(9) We believe that the sovereign States of the western hemi-
sphere, without interference from outside the hemisphere, must
work together as good neighbours m the solution of their common
problems

(10) We believe that full economic collaboi ation between all
nations, great and small, is essential for the improvement of
living conditions all over the world and the establishment of
freedom from feai and freedom fiom want

(11) We shall continue to strive to promote freedom of expres-
sion and freedom of religion throughout the peace-loving areas
of the world

(12) We are convinced that the preservation of peace between
the nations requires a Urited Nations Organisation composed of
all the peace-loving nations of the world who are willing jointly
to use force if necessary to ensure peace

That is the foreign policy which guides the United States now
That is the foreign policy with which it confidently faces the
future It may not be put into effect to-morrow oi the next day.
But, none the less, it is our policy, and we shall seek to achieve
it It may take a long time, but it is worth waiting for and it
is worth striving to attain The Ten Commandments them-
selves have not yet been universally achieved over these thou-
sands of years, yet we struggle constantly to achieve them and
in many ways we come closer to them each year Though we
may meet setbacks from time TO time, we shall not lelent m our
efforts to bring the Golden Rule into the international affairs
of the world

' The Times ' 29/10/45


