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OUR OBJECTS
The International Arbitration League has only one con-

dition of membership—support of arbitration as a substitute
for war. A High Court of Nations was one of its orginal
objects, published seventy years ago (1870). It originated
the Inter-Parliamentary Union, was largely instrumental in
promoting the Hague Peace Conferences of 1899 and 1907,
and is now advocating a world conference on the same
lines, to be called after the war, as the best instrument to
devise and establish a World Authority with power to
settle international disputes, enforce international law,
reduce armaments and eliminate war.

A minimum subscription of 2s. 6d. per annum includes a
copy of THE ARBITRATOR as published. Receipt of a
free copy is an invitation to join.
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INDIA AND OURSELVES

EXT to the war itself and closely connected with it,
our chief preoccupation of late has been India and
her future. The attack of Japan found us with our

navy fully occupied in the Atlantic and Mediterranean,
where the war was in being. The Pacific remained pacific
whilst Japan negotiated professedly to keep the peace and
in secret disposed (her great navy strategically to make
effective her long planned treachery. Consequently Hong
Kong, the Phillipines, the Dutch East Indies have been
overrun; Singapore has given the Japs entry into the Bay
of Bengal with forces overwhelmingly greater than ours;
Burmah is as good as lost, temporarily; Ceylon and India
have been attacked and threatened with invasion; all
because our defensive vessels and those of America were
engaged elsewhere. That is the position, however distaste-
ful, which has to be faced. What will India do ?

A TRAGIC HISTORY

The history of our relations with India is tragic. Up to
1858 she was governed by a trading company, the East
India Company, and simply exploited to make dividends for
shareholders. Extortion, crime and violence were frequent
and culminated in the Mutiny of 1857 This sealed the fate
of the Company and caused the transfer of its governing
functions to the British Crown. Since then, for the first
time in her long history, India has had 85 years of order and
security, free ft-om the horrors of war. The handful of
incorruptible British who, as the Indian Civil Service,
administered her affairs, have corrected many pre-mutiny
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abuses, but not the memory of them And our administra-
tion has always been blighted by racial snobbery that caused
white residents to regard and to treat the Indians as
a subject race. Meantime Indian intellectuals have learned
from our literature and in our Universities the meaning and
value of liberty. Here they have carried off prizes and
proved themselves the equals of their British competitors
Eeturning to India they have carried the lessons learned
here to their own people and taught them to resent bitterly
being treated as inferiors living under laws imposed by
foreigners.

THE AGITATION FOB EQUALITY

Hence the agitation for equality and self-government, led
m its early years by liberal minded Englishmen, and now
organised by Indian leaders into bodies like the National
Congress and Moslem League. Slowly and reluctantly we
have made concessions. The Morley-Minto reforms (1908)
were small and timid. The Montague-Chelmsford reforms
(1919) were a real step towards but never to self-government.
The Simon Eeport, full of information and wisdom, was
contemptuously ignored by India. Now her spokesmen are
demanding complete independence, though they are divided
on the form it should take. No democrat true to his princi-
ples can deny the justice of this claim. There can be no
justification for witholding from India what the Atlantic
Charter stands for, " the right of all peoples to choose the
form of Government under which they will live."

SIB STAFFORD OBIPPS' DECLARATION

At last all parties agree that India should have this. But
when and how? Sir Stafford Cripps took with him
a declaration promising to concede practically all the
demands of the Indian reformers so soon as the war ends,
under a Constitution drawn up by themselves. Our Govern-
ment propose " the complete transfer of responsibility from
British to Indian hands " with provision " for the protec-
tion of racial and religious minorities," so soon as the new
Constitution is agreed among the Indians themselves. The
Constitution making body is to consist of members elected
by proportional representation by all the members of all
the Provncial Legislatures returned at a general election
" at the end of hostilities," plus representatives of such
Indian states as send them. With spokesmen of every
considerable body of opinion and of interest, political, racial,
religious, such a body ought to be able to hammer out a
Constitution that would give confidence by insuring justice
to all parties, without oppression or dominance by one over
others.

The offer was rejected by the National Congress and by
the Moslem league for opposing reasons, and the declaration
is withdrawn, or, it is hoped, only deferred. In the final
letter of reaction the Congress President writes, " we are
agreeable to a postponement of this issue so that the largest
possible measure of Unity may be achieved in the present
crisis for the defence of India."

IMPASSE DESPITE UNITED AIMS

There the matter rests for the time being. The professed
aim of the British Government and Indian leaders is the

same, an India united and self-governing. Impossible now,
it 'must be realised so soon as the end of the world struggle
ceases to make it so. There can be no Constitution making
whilst both countries are fighting for dear life. But there
can be no going back on our word, and when this is imple-
mented it will substitute goodwill for resentment in our
mutual relations and contribute materially towards settling
the world war on a basis of friendship in a peace that will
last.

Meantime Gandhi the Pacifist is urging his passive resist-
ing followers to die rather than assist the Japanese invaders,
and Nehru is urging his followers to fight them to the death.
He frankly avows his dislike of British rule, but dislikes far
more the prospect of Nazi conquest, whether by Germans
or Japs. His dislike of British rule is not because it is bad,
but because it is alien. If India ruled Britain, every Eng-
lishman would be a Nehru. It is not sedition, but patriotism
—no blame to him for that

As Campbell Bannerman said, good government is no
substitute for self-government. That is what we promised
and what India must have Government of the Indian
people for the Indian people by the Indian people, achieved
through comradeship in defence, fellowship and suffering,
with equality, will turn past resentment of racial snobbery
into friendship between equals. India free will help to win
and to share in making the peace of the New World. H.G.C

THE GATEWAY OF THE PAST
By W. Henry Brown

(Chairman—Community Service Committee, Stockport
Eotary Club)

H A TEIPLE alliance of the peoples of America, France
and Britain will bring freedom to the nations of

Europe and peace to the whole world."
Such was the hope of the founders of the London Corres-

ponding Society in 1791 Thomas Hardy, a Scottish
shoemaker had migrated south twenty years before and be-
came a vitalising force in the democratic currents of the age.
He was the pivot of the Society which encouraged similar
movements so far apart as Norwich, Leeds and Edinburgh.
When the French Eevolution resulted in the Eepublic in
1792 the London Corresponding Society sent fraternal greet-
ings to the Convention in Paris and suggested the " triple
alliance " that would have " blessings in store for mankind."

GOVERNMENT HOSTILITY

But the British Government was hostile to the Society
corresponding with democratic forces across the Straits of
Dover. Some of its leaders were arrested; and the Move-
ment faded out as the Nineteenth Century dawned. But
the idea of international comity and national freedom was
voiced throughout the country, rising to its height when, in
1819, the Peterloo conflict at Manchester revived the hopes
of dauntless democrats who rejoiced in Shelley's message
" To the Men of England."

Sow seed—but let no tyrant reap;
Find wealth—let no imposter heap;
Weave robes—let not the idle wear;
Forge arms—in your defence to bear.
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The minor poets who skim the surface to-day have no
stirring call to the people who, in munition works and
elsewhere, are responding to the Shelley appeal which, in
the last century, awakened the workers to the need for a
share in the government for, as the London Corresponding
Society had declared " without this right no man can call
himself free." And as that " right " was being recognised
in America, France and Britain the working people of each
country gleamed the idea of 'universal freedom based on
alliances for mutual understanding and negotiation.

RANDAL CREMER'S WORK

That was nearly a hundred and fifty years ago. Now in
a World War the " triple alliance " is being revived and
widened to include all the nations where the government i&
fully representative. Tihe J>asic iprinciple on which ,the
freedom from War and Want throughout the World must
be structured was set forth by W R. Cremer when he
founded the International Arbitration League in 1870. Con-
ciliation, Negotiation and Arbitration are the trilogy which
maintain the orderly procedure of national life. The same
principles apply to collective bargaining in industrial affairs
They can stand the test in wider spheres when men recog-
nise mental and moral qualities rather than physical strength
and military might for individual and national gain.

Meanwhile the machinery of peaceful progress is being
considered by all people of good intent. And many ardent
folks are looking for new means of persuasion. They are
the enthusiasts w'ho are seeking to dispel the complacency
of the crowd and arouse the apathetic multitude to a noble
purpose. Each generation looks forward for new schemes
and fresh plans—forgetting the lessons of tihe social explorers
who went before. The idea of a federal union of all the
nations speaking the same language is advanced as a new
pathway to Peace. It is not the main road. For ifche
experience of recent years has widened to China and the
East; the experience of recent months has brought Russia
into the arena of mutual trust and racial amity. But
federal union in succession to leagues of nations comes from
the Owenite stream that followed the London Correspond-
ing Society's intended " triple alliance " and should be
considered as a revival rather than a novel proposition. For
in 1855 Robert Owen convened a " Congress of All Parties
in all Countries," to include all governments, religions,
classes and sects. It was to be held in the St. Martin's
Hall, London in May, 1855, in the same hall where the
International Working Men's Association met in 1864 and
from which emerged the First International. To prepare the
world for " the Coming Millenium " Owen issued a series
of Tracts emphasising " tihe government of the world
to be essentially federal. Each State to govern itself in
accordance with the general laws of the federation, the
only laws which can produce wisdom of thought and action
among men, or universal charity and love, so as to make
all desirous to promote at all times the happiness of men
to the extent of the power given. "But Owen was nearing the
end; his Congress flickered and he faded out in 1858—the
world still " a lunatic asylum," as he declared in the bey day
of his powers.

THE ROTARY CLUBS AND PEACE PROBLEMS

Mankind has a short memory; and soon forgets the
primary notes of its harmonic course. The Rotary Clubs
in the Rotary International of Great Britain are now con-
sidering, at the request of a Cabinet Committee, the pro-
blems that may arise when Peace dawns. Their object is
as humanitarian as their ideal of " Service above Self."
Henoe the hope that in the Rotary survey of the Present they
will glance through the Gateway of the Past; giving some
thought to the " alliance of peoples " advanced a century
and a half ago; to the federal idea of Robert Owen as well
as that of the moderns: and to the notion of Arbitration
as a judicial process for world application. As a Rotarian
I am aroused to this view by the declaration of a vigorous
Yorkshire Club that " hitherto War has been the only form
of arbitrament "—a declaration that ignores the Alabama
Treaty and all the agreements reached since W. R. Cremer's
stimulating advocacy of International Arbitration. In
plans of Re-construction this factor should have full consid-
eration by the Rotary Clubs at home and overseas. Their
representative circles should welcome the presentation of
the case by the International Arbitration League which can
helpfully assist the Clubs in Great Britain to mould the
corporate opinion of Rotary to effective ways of Permanent
Peace. For Arbitration must be the pathway in a world
of differences or contentions. The schoolmaster has been
abroad, as well as at home, and has taught his pupils to
argue and reason as the alternative to physical and
mechanical force. The lessons of the Hague Conferences
which brought Arbitration so fittingly into the international
arena should Ibe freely and fully studied by all Rotarians.

NOTES AND COMMENTS

The general public is justly horrified at the
Child Life. murderous attacks by the Nazis on children.

It is to be hoped that their sensitiveness in
regard to the value of child life will survive after the war, and
that high infantile mortality, due to rotten housing conditions
and the profit inspired operations of the liquor traffic in the
poverty-stricken areas of our big cities will arouse a fierce Chris-
tian resentment. After all there is not much to choose between
the dramatic and quick death by machine-gun and the often
long drawn out agony of death by tuberculosis through malnutri-
tion. A friend of mine recently transferred to a down-town school
described it as a " filthy building with an air-raid shelter con-
sisting of a bug-infested cellar under some bombed-out shops."
A rising tide of healthy public opinion may soon have some-
thing to say in such matters.

(See page 132 "Children's Charter."

This Treaty of Alliance was signed in Teheran,
Anglo-Soviet on 29th January, 1942. It provides for close co-
Treaty with operation between the two Allies and Iran, mili-

Iran. tarily, economically and politically. The period
of occupation is limited to the duration of the

war. Iran's integrity is guaranteed, her defence assured, and her
position will be fully safeguarded at the conclusion of peace.
The preamble states that the treaty is based on the principles
of the Atlantic Charter. The official text is given in the White
Paper "Treaty of Alliance between the U.K. and Soviet Union
and Iran (Persia) " 29th January, 1942. (Cmd. 6335. Price Id.).
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Urging that we must, at all times, avoid
Dr. Temple on the spirit of hatred, Dr. Temple, in a trans-
Retribution, atlantic broadcast, said that we were fighting

to tree Germany as well as other nations from
the evil now dominant there. Talk of retribution which, he
said, had lately become prominent, must be carefully distin-
guished from vengeance. Vengeance was the infliction of loss or
pain for the satisfaction of the injured person. Retribution was
the infliction of loss or pain for the vindication of justice.

So long as the German nation was a good neighbour among the
other nations, the German people should have as good a chance
of full and free life and of exercising their gifts as the citizens
of any nation on the earth. The Times, 8.1.42.

The following is an extract from the letter
Christianity and of an Eastern Counties Methodist who received

Service. into her home some of the victims of Nazi ruth-
lessness: "I t is amazing how attached one can

become through sheer usefulness to utter strangers. That truth
has got to become the key to post-war religious work, I believe.
People are only going to be drawn to a belief that demands
and gives practical service. The Church of the future will have
to be an active, accomplishing Church rather than a listening,
passive organisation that, for the most part, has already been
rejected by the bulk of the nation's thinking youth."

The Bishop of Calcutta's commentary (pub-
British Rule lished in another column) on the shortcomings

in India. of Government in India will be welcomed by all
advocates of true democracy. He demonstrates

clearly the evils of a European caste system imported into an
oriental country. After all the caste system is a bad thing
whether it receives the support of a Brahmin Hindoo, an Im-
perialistic Britisher or an allegedly perfect Aryan Nazi. Probably
the caste feeling working in the education system of this country
has a great deal to do with our industrial disputes and prevents
the redress of many social evils. The sooner it is generally
recognised that caste is essentially pagan and definitely anti-
Christian the better for mankind generally.

British Associa- If the multifarious and complicated problems
tionand the war leaves behind do not find solution this

Agriculture. will not be for lack of study and Conference,
but for failure to understand and to apply the

lessons by the statesmen chosen to settle world affairs and to
let them grow naturally into the new order of our hopes.

One of the most vital problems will be the production and
equitable distribution of food among famine and disease smitten
millions in all parts of the earth. Agriculture is the foundation
on which the conquest of hunger and the survival of the human
race depends. It was the subject of a most important Confer-
ence summoned by the British Association on March 21st
(the day of the Cremer Commemoration lunch). How to restore
to fertility huge acres devastated by the scorched earth policy of
the war, and to multiply crops of grass, corn, livestock, supplies of
milk, etc., were expounded by experts like Sir John Russell, and
representatives of Poland, Norway, Czecho-Slovakia, and other
countries blitzed and starved under the Nazi regime, and the
British Association is to " appoint a Standing Committee
to advance the application of scientific methods in the recon-
struction of European agriculture." Knowledge with co-opera-
tion should abolish hunger and bring peace.

In view of recent controversies Pravda's pro-
The Hitlerites nouncement on the attitude of Russia in regard

and the to the respective responsibilities of the Hitler
German People. Party and the German people is a very useful

contribution. The journal, which is the organ
of the Soviet Government, says:—

" The hatred of the Soviet people for the invaders, violators and
enslavers is understandable. The thirst for revenge felt by out-
raged women, orphaned children, widowed mothers and bereaved
fathers is understandable. These crimes of the Nazis can never
be forgotten or forgiven by us.

" However, the Soviet people do not forget the difference between
the Hitlerite clique which has seized power in Germany and
the German people, whose name the ruling Nazi clique has covered
with the shame of unprecedentedly evil crimes.

" In our country, racial hatred is punishable by law. The Red
Army is obliged to annihilate all those who have invaded our
territory, aiming to enslave our people. But it does not annihilate
them because of their German origin."

THE INDIAN POSITION

Bishop's Broad-minded Review
The Times (20.4.42) publishes a valuable review of the position

in India contained in a letter from the Bishop of Calcutta to the
British Community. Dealing fearlessly with faults and failures
of British policy the Bishop says:—-"Our greatest fault has been
a calm assumption of superiority inherent in the British race.
This assumption is the result of lack of knowledge and appre-
ciation of the culture and civilization of the East accentuated
by that insularity which is characteristic of many British people."

It leads them (the letter continues) to despise and depreciate
traditions, customs, and practices different from their own which
they regard as necessarily inferior because they are foreign. The
development of industrialism in recent years has brought to the
country many in whom this characteristic has not been in any
measure counteracted by association with cultured Indians. The
result has been a wider separation between the races, which is
marked by the founding of clubs and institutions from which
Indians have been excluded.

In earlier centuries foreign races have invaded India—Aryans,
Arabs and Moguls—who settled in the country and became per-
manent elements in its population, sharing fully in its life and
aspirations. On the other hand the majority of Britishers frankly
accepted the position of temporary residents engaged in the
discharge of certain duties which they have been anxious to do
faithfully and efficiently but with no desire to identify themselves
with the country and its social, cultural, and political aims. In
the eyes of Indians they are aliens who, in the discharge of
their duties, have frequently failed to consider the susceptibilities
of the people they were called on to serve.

MUTUAL KNOWLEDGE AND RESPECT INDISPENSABLE

Between the two communities in the country there must be
either co-operation or strife. The former depends upon mutual
knowledge and respect, and as I look back over the many years
I have spent in this country I am bound to confess that we
Britishers, as a race, have not striven on our part to fulfil these
conditions of fruitful co-operation for the development of Indian
nationality. India has now passed beyond the stage when remain-
ing under the tutelage of foreign power can help forward the
development of her nationality. This does not necessarily mean
that she will desire wholly to dissociate herself from Britain, but
certainly she will desire to determine the nature of the relation-
ship which should exist between herself and us.

Britain must be true to the principle of serving India's highest
welfare. If, through our past mistakes, we have left India
deficient in certain respects, and so unable to discharge alone
the duties which must fall upon an independent nation, we must
be ready now, to the utmost of our power, to render her such
service as she may desire. Self-sacrificing service is the ideal
set before us as a Christian nation, and in the new order of
government of this country it is this which we must be prepared
to render. India is rich in men of ability and force of character.
It is natural and right that power to control her affairs should be
vested in them. We claim to be a Christian nation, and the
very essence of Christian life is fellowship.

A NEW CHILDREN S CHARTER

A conference of educationists called by the New Education
Fellowship on Sunday, April 11th, which was attended by repre-
sentatives of nineteen nationalities defined the minimum rights
to which children are entitled and which should be guaranteed
to them in any New Order after the war.

The conference adopted a Charter for Children declaring that
the personality of every child is sacred and each one should
have:

Pood, clothing and shelter, as a first charge on the State;
Medical attention;
Equal access to the nation's store of knowledge and wisdom;
Full-time schooling;
Religious training available for all.

Statesmen selected to settle the conditions of after-war develop-
ment will not be able to excuse blunders for lack of advice. May
they have the wisdom to choose and apply the right principles
and methods from the many counsellors thus preparing the way.
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THE CREMER COMMEMORATION LUNCH

The members of the International Arbitration League
•celebrated the birthday of their founder, Sir W. Randal
Cremer, by a luncheon at the National Liberal Club on
March 21st, 1942. The Rt. Hon. C. W. Bowerman,
President of the League, occupied the Chair. In spite of
the inconvenient time (Saturday afternoon) incidental to
war conditions no fewer than sixty guests sat down, and
cordial greetings between old and new friends gave it the
character of a homely family gathering. The speakers were
widely representative. One is chairman this year of the
National Peace Council, another is director of the Interna-
tional Peace Society, the first of all such societies in
England. A third was a Labour M.P., a fourth a former
Liberal M.P. There were two ministers of religion, one
orthodox, the other heterodox. The speeches were all
thoughtful and eloquent, and well-informed contributions to
the foundation of the new and better order which is the
fundamental aim we claim to be fighting for. One guest
wished the speeches could have been broadcast.

Delightful letters of greeting and good wishes were read
from Viscount Cecil, Viscountess Snowden, P. Noel Baker,
M.P., Vernon Bartlett, M.P., Lady Parmoor and others,
all breathing sympathy with and wishing success to the
I.A.L. Best of all several visitors joined our ranks. So
with renewed courage and hope the League takes up the
task of leading opinion towards a real constructive peace
when this destructive war has run its devastating course.

Mr. H. H. Elvin (Chairman of the National Peace
Council), proposing the toast of " The Memory of Cremer "
expressed the thanks of his organisation to the I.A.L. for
a generous contribution to its special emergency fund.
Some of the conditions of the Treaty of Versailles ,had
proved to be a barrier against world peace. All frontiers
vanished when armies clashed. When hostilities ceased
would humanity have learned that the world was one and
indivisible, and that the only way in which it could be saved
was through the brotherhood of peace? Although Europe
still lay under the shadow of the so-called new Hitler
Europe, W. E. Cremer still spoke to them through the
International Arbitration League. Cremer had many sym-
pathies tout the main energies of his life were consecrated
to securing world peace. When he died in 1908 the world's
future seemed bright with hope but in six years we had
1914. In 1919 there was a revival and there was further
progress in the field of arbitration between nations in spite
of the gross betrayal of principle on the part of those whose
duty it was to support the League of Nations in all circum-
stances. In 1939 that League was on the rocks but it had
not sunk. There was a conviction in all ranks of society
that there must be a new order. That, in itself, was a
tremendous advance on 1914-18. One rigid test must be
applied to all peace aims—could they be applied now? If
the authors of the Atlantic Charter wanted to develop our
faith and inspiration they had an opportunity by which
its principles could be put into effect without delay. There
were industrial and social inequalities which could be
removed if there was the will to remove them.

The Rev. Sir Herbert Dunnico, proposed the toast of
" The Union of the Nations," and expressed the opinion
that unless we thought about the future and planned for it,
world conditions that followed the war would be infinitely
worse than those which preceded it. He believed that the

world was more ready in 1919 to abolish war than it would
be in 1943. The trouble was a lack of knowledge and a
real failure to accept the only conditions on which peace
could be built. It was easy to have an ideal but much more
difficult to know how to apply it. There was a great amount
of goodwill in the world but it had not been organised. He
did not agree with the Atlantic Charter. The days for
self-government by little nations had gone and they would
have to foe brought into a small federation as a first step to
a larger federation. After the war there would be terrible
problems of poverty, distress and epidemic disease which
could only be solved by some international organisation.

Major H. E. Crawford, replying to the toast, doubted if
it was of the slightest use at this date to talk about what
should be after the war. He had the most profound dis-
trust of anybody or anything which sought to impose rigid
formulae upon human needs. The League of Nations was
a formula plan for running the affairs of the world and, with
the exception of the I.L.O., it had failed because it omitted
to apply itself to the realities behind the formula. The
Treaty of Versailles was one of the most generous treaties
ever given to a beaten foe. Had the beaten foe been in a
position to dictate the terms they would have been very
different. It was the iniquity of the financial conditions
which upset the European nations for years. The excessive
nationalism which had grown up had led to the impoverish-
ment of the peoples. All the organisations should be based
on the needs of individual men and women who, as expressed
at the Economic World Congress in London, desired to
have available for everyone the resources of the world which
the development of science had provided. He dissented
from the view that Great Britain, the United States of
America, the U.S.S.R. and China should be able to impose
conditions under which the little nations of Europe should
live. He was in favour of unity but not of uniformity. He
liked the little nations, and what was called nationality
enriched life and the world at large. The social life of the
people was their affair—not ours.

Mr. F. C. R. Douglas, M.P., L.C.C., proposing " The
International Arbitration League," said that for many years
it had held with steadfastness and consistency a noble ideal.
It was true, that for the moment, the realisation of that
ideal seemed perhaps more distant than it did a few years
ago and that there had been a very sad retrogression.
Powerful nations which called themselves cultured and
progressive had forgotten the meaning of honesty and fair
dealing. After the war was over mankind had got to live
together again in the world and the nations would have to
agree upon some possible means of conducting their business
and settling any disputes that might arise between them.
Tariff barriers between the nations would have to be broken
down as quickly as possible. Production should be unim-
peded by monopolies.

Mr. T. Ashcroft, proposing the health of the Chairman,
said he desired to express the appreciation of all the mem-
bers of the Council for Mr. Bowerman's incessant activity
during the whole of the past year. Their President had
lived not only a long life but a very full one. He had been
active in the Labour political movement, in the co-operative
movement and, not least, in their own League. All those
movements had the same essential basis. He hoped that
Mr. Bowerman would have many years in which to carry
on his beneficent work.

The Chairman briefly responded, and Mr. Chancellor read
a number of letters from absent members and friends.
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BRITAIN AND RUSSIA

The subject of " Britain and Russia in the New World Order "
was freely discussed at a largely attended Conference, organised
by the National Peace Council, in the Great Hall of the Friends'
Meeting House, Euston Road, on April 10th and 11th. There were
four sessions under the headings: The Religious Question, The
Cultural Aspects, The Economic Factors and The Political Issues.
Among the speakers were the Rev. Henry Carter, Professor John
Macmurray and Lord Horder.

In the course of an address, Professor John Macmurray stressed
the very real and widespread sense of collective responsibility
that had developed among the Russian people. So far as post-
war conditions were concerned he felt that the U.S.S.R. had
certain important contributions to make to reconstruction in
general among the subjugated and oppressed peoples of Eastern
and South-Eastern Europe because their people had had experi-
ence of rapid reconstruction and improvisation. The U.S.S.R.
was a valuable illustration of what could be done by systematic
planning, and co-ordination over wide areas.

Mr. Herbert H. Elvin, dealing with the " Economic Factors,"
urged that as both the U.S.S.R. and Great Britain had expressed
themselves as supporting the principles underlying the Atlantic
Charter this country should promptly prove its sincerity and
not risk a repetition of the unfulfilled promises made at the end
of the last war. There should be a demand on the part of the
British people that the principles of the Charter should be trans-
lated now into the practical life of the people. Industrial in-
equalities had to be ironed out, economic difficulties had to be
overcome, injustices had to be removed. If steps were taken
immediately in that direction they were bound to have an electric
effect upon the world at large. Steps of that kind would be the
necessary forerunner of the effective co-operation between the
U.S.S.R. and ourselves in the New World Order.

Mr. H. G. Chancellor and Mr. A. Howard Evans attended the
Conference as representatives of the International Arbitration
League.

CORRESPONDENCE
To the Editor of " The Arbitrator."

Sir,—I have pleasure in enclosing my subscription for another
year of membership with the Arbitration League. I hope you
will soon find a distinctive note which goes beyond the very
proper determination that the Fascist and Nazi regimes must be
defeated. For my part I think it is now clear that the philo-
sophy associated with those regimes was merely a facade behind
which industrialists and militarists alike were preparing a thor-
ough-going totalitarian effort to wrest away territories possessing
the most valuable markets and raw materials in the world.

These territories were in the possession of the British Empire
and France, and in the Western Hemisphere, the United States;
and the world's waterways were controlled by the same three
Powers and were liable to be closed by them at any time if
disputes should arise in which their industrialist or political
interests were in any way threatened by the activities of other
groups of industrialists or international politicians. At the same
time British and American capital held an increasing control over
the foreign trade of the smaller European states to whom it was
necessary that Germany should export her manufactures if she
was to be allowed to regain the prosperity she lost by her pre-
vious venture (1914-18) for the purpose of acquiring markets by
military domination. On these rocks, as it seems to me, the
League of Nations, as well as the very promising effort to insti-
tute the method of settling disputes by arbitration, split, as all
such efforts, must in the future unless some realistic proposals
are promulgated and generally accepted for genuine international
economic co-operation. To this problem I should like to see the
Arbitration League giving its active attention. Are you willing
to publish any of this appeal?

Yours very truly,
F. TALBOT.

(Most gladly.—Editor.)

Looking Ahead.—Peace and prosperity must be joined
securely together; and that can only foe done by taking
thought in advance to ensure the ample production and
generous distribution of the things that make up the good
life.—The Times.—HAAS.

GENERAL SMUTS ON CIVILIZATION

Speaking at Potchefstroom on March 25, at the centenary
celebrations of the Dutch Eeformed Church of the
Transvaal, General Smuts said:—

We are looking for a short cut to economic and social
reforms, and run the risk of deserting the fundamental
principles on which our Christian civilization is founded.

We run the risk of exchanging our spiritual birthright for
purely material advantage. To-day we witness on a world-
wide scale the failure of political nationalism and materialism
to satisfy the deeper needs of man's spirit. This failure,
with the nameless sufferings of our generation, will lead to
the revival of religious faith. The Church should keep aloof
from the materialistic and political conflict, so that it may
be helpful in the crisis of religion that is coming

It is generally admitted that there are great economic and
social evils. They have to be removed. This can and must
foe done without our resorting to new plans or new orders
which may affect and undermine fundamental ideas and
principles. Fundamentally the world has no need of a new
order or a new plan, but only of the honest and courageous
application of the historical Christian idea. Our Christian
civilization is based on eternal order, an endless plan in the
message of Christ. His message is: Cherish in love your
fellow man irrespective of race oi language; cherish and
keep the divine idea in your heart as the highest good.

The man of Galilee is, and remains, our one and only
leader. And the Church as the carrier of this message
should follow Him alone.

PROCLAIM YOUR GOAL

Ideals wither and grow stale if they are not progressively
renewed and translated into the concrete. The Atlantic
Charter was never meant to be a programme, but a plan of
continuous interpretation and action, in which the phase of
armed struggle will some day merge into one of peaceful
change. The United Nations should be devising the new
society now, in all the territories they command, and pre-
paring to carry it with them over ever-widening frontiers as
the enslaved lands are liberated from the oppressors. They
look now to their rulers for evidence that constructive intelli-
gence is working as hard on the foundations of the new world
as on the direct problems of strategy in the field. Multi-
tudes of others, men and women waiting for the dawn in
conquered Europe, are looking to the same rulers for
leadership. What world do allied statesmen offer to those
whom they summon to fight for it ? What world are they now
presenting to their own people? A policy concentrating on
self-preservation, leaving the opportunism of the moment to
reconstruct the ruins hereafter, will no doubt be supported
by grim resistance to the worst the enemy can do. But
only leaders who proclaim their goal and in the same instant
summon their followers to the quest will be answered with
the fire and passion that make a crusade.

The Times—13.3.42.

MOVE NOW.—The United Nations should move now towards a
common policy which, as it takes on definition, will enlist the
ardent sympathy of the common man in all countries. What the
United Nations plan for themselves will be concrete proof of

h t ttvey are prepared to do for trie peoples oi otrver countries.
The Times, 28.4.42.



THE ARBITRATOR 135

THE FRUITS OF REVENGE

In the " New Statesman" of February 21st, Mr. Harold, J.
Laski has a striking article on the vendetta led by Lord Van-
sittart and taken up by certain publications against Germans as
Germans, supporters and opponents of Hitlerism alike, which
concludes thus:

" I thmk it a loathsome nightmare, the concept of a man driven
beyond himself by the grim impact of war. It is an ideal which
would break every bond which now links us to the America of
Roosevelt; it would drive to despair, as it was realised, every man
and woman capable of. a rational magnanimity. And as it became
our programme it would attract to our service every element in
the community prepared to accept the evil philosophy of power
for the sake of power. As it gathered strength, it would deny
and denounce those who stood by those principles of civilised
living for which, for over two thousand years, men have battled
so nobly. Its economics would become the economics of a
permanent state of siege. Its ethics would assume the shape of
three outlaw immoralities which, in Mein Kampf, Hitler erected
into a system and a procedure. It would make us, in fact, the
very thing we are struggling to destroy. It cannot be too strongly
emphasised that no doctrine more ugly has ever been offered
to Englishmen. We are not entitled to condemn a generation
to death that hate may engender this pitiless barbarism."

SUPREME JUDGE HITLER

In his sixty minute speech to the Reichstag on April
27th the one notable new thing was Hitler's demand that
the foul wrongs he has been committing for nine years upon
those he dislikes and that he purposes to intensify from now
on toe ejndorsed by jtjhe ,Eeic|hstag las his " legal rigiht."
Apparently some judges have not wreaked his vengeance on
accused victims but found some innocent and punished some
more lightly than the Fuehrer intended. So now he will at
his own whim, without notice or recompense, get rid of such
as try to be just and replace them with nominees as cruel
and unjust as himself. Here are his words:

'' I expect German justice to understand that the German
nation does not exist for the convenience of that justice,
but that justice exists to serve the nation. Judges who
obviously do not recognise the demands of the hour will be
removed from office."

The " demands of the hour " are the whims of this
criminal maniac, and a whole Reichstag now places those
whims above such laws as remained by declaring Hitler
" supreme judge."

No Oriental autocrat ever had more power. No people,
ancient or mediaeval, was ever more enslaved, or sold to a
despot by its so-called " representative " Parliament.

Poor Germany.

QUISLING NAZISM

Even more vile than its torture of their bodies is the
attempt of Nazism to degrade and destroy the souls of its
victims. In Norway, not content with forcing children into
youth organisations, where their minds are poisoned with
Nazi doctrines of hate and violence, Quisling (the original
one) now Minister-President of Norway, by grace of Hitler,
controls the churches and cathedrals and nominates the
preachers. In protest the Bishops and many of the
ministers have resigned and the people are up in arms against
this contemptuous treatment of their religious convictions
and institutions. In tine incident described in the " News

Chronicle " of March 3rd, Nazi police bludgeoned people to
prevent their entering their own cathedrals for a religious
service. There is no form of cruelty and insult spared their
victims. We know what to expect if we, the most hated of
all their opponents, should ever come under Nazi domination.

The action of the Bishops has since been not only endorsed
but followed by the Clergy, who, with the exception of a
paltry fifty or so, .have resigned, i.e., have thrown them-
selves upon the world without salaries and embraced poverty
and persecution and probably concentration camps and
imprisonment, but not their religious work, rather tlhan
incur the guilt of complicity with the Quisling government
in prostituting their youth by Nazifying their minds. Though
threatened with denial of food and with dire penalities on
themselves, then: families and the congregations who dare
to hear and support them, these heroic men in risking their
livelihood are saving their souls and those of their enslaved
fellow-countrymen.

" He that loseth his life shall find it."

PRACTICAL PROPAGANDA FOR GERMANY

The formula which would distinguish between Germans
and Nazis can no more effect a schism in the German front
than the formula which would deny such a distinction Is
there then no other formula? There is. It would run as
follows:—

" The German nation is exercised over the kind of fate
that defeat in this war may bring it. It fears reprisals for
the crimes that in the past decade have been committed
in its name, and it is driven, according to report, to closer
unity with the regime that has brought upon it its present
smirch. We, the free powers, declare now that, the more
closely the German nation identifies itself with the Nazi
regime, the sterner must be our attitude towards it. But
the more clearly and the more sincerely the German nation
renounces its evil regime, and all that that re'gime has stood
for, the more considerate necessarily must be our treatment.
It may foe said that a terroristic police make difficult such an
act of renunciation. It was, however, a German—Bismarck—
who reproached the German people with lack of zivilcourage
or moral courage. Remove that reproach, prove yourselves
morally courageous, and you will have a deserving reward.
But show yourselves without remorse, and we shall be
forced to draw the appropriate conclusions.

This formula applies a direct pressure to the German
people. It seeks to steel them to a moral resolve—the only
effective spring to action. It is directed to what should be
a long-term aim of British propaganda—reform of Germany
by Germany herself. And it demands only one small quality
in its execution—subtlety.—" The Spectator," 3.4.42.

Bertrand Russell on International Law.—There will
be no safety in the world until men have applied to the
rules between states the great principle which has produced
internal security, namely, that in any dispute, force must
not be employed by either interested party but only by a
neutral authority after due investigation according to recog-
nised principles of law. When all the armed forces of the
world are controlled by one world-wide authority, we shall
have reached the stage in the relation of states which was
reached centuries ago in the relations of individuals.
Nothing less than this will suffice.


