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CHRISTMAS
The season of peace and goodwill this year comes in

the midst of a war which is unprecedented in human
history. Millions are massed and disciplined to
destroy everything for which Christmas stands. To
millions more the loss of liberty and the hand of
oppression make the season of joy the saddest they
ever knew.

We cannot wish our readers a Merry Christmas, for
sympathy with the harassed and suffering cannot fail
to temper its usual merriment. But we do send them
our warm greetings, and hearty wishes that hope for
and faith in victory and peace before next Christmas
comes will uplift their hearts and make even this

A Happy Christmas.

PACT OR CHARTER
Slavery versus Freedom

N November 25th, 1936, the Anti-Comintern
Pact was signed by the Axis Powers binding'
them to destroy Bolshevism. Three years

later, on August 23rd, 1939, Hitler entered into a non-
aggression pact with the Bolshevik Government. On
June 22nd, within two years, he treacherously fell
upon Russia and sent an army of millions to destroy
her. The hugeness of that army and of the war
machinery accumulated during years of preparation
has enabled him to overrun much of Western Russia,
and the outrage continues in the hope of conquest,
which has not yet come off and seems less likely now
than when it started.
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A CONFEBENCE OF " YES " MEN
The fifth anniversary of the Anti-Comintern Pact

called for its renewal and enlargement. Accordingly
on November 25th there met in Berlin a " Confer-
ence " of " representatives " of twelve States, every
one of which except Japan has been subjected to
German domination either by invasion or penetration,
and its people butchered, harassed, plundered, starved
or otherwise held down by the brutal German Gestapo
and soldiery; every one longing for emancipation from
the German jack boot. The " representatives "' of
these States called together to " confer " with Hitler,
who did not even attend, were not elected by but
imposed upon them. Every one owes his position,
power and pay to the favour of the man who called
them into " conference," except the Asiatic. Not
one but would lose his job if he lost Hitler's favour,
or ceased to be a " yes " man.

The farce was intended to convince the world that
Europe is unanimous in the desire for permanent
subservience to the German oppressors. As expected.
unanimous consent to sign the pact was obtained from
the traitorous Quislings who profit thereby. Mean-
time every day brings news of incipient revolt by the
people they "represent ;" and of attempts to sup-
press it by terrorism, by murder of hostages for
offences of which they are innocent, of defenceless
peasants and professors, especially in Poland, and by
massacre of patriots who choose to defend themselves
in Jugo-Slavia, Greece and elsewhere.

TRAGIC BUT TRANSPARENT FARCE

The Tragic farce is too transparent to deceive an
idiot, much less a disillusioned world. I t is the Nazi
answer to the Atlantic Charter, which proclaims as its
aim a new order based on the emancipation of oppressed
nations, and their co-operation as free peoples to build
in peace a Europe, and in time a world, in which force
shall have been wrested from those who now wield it,
and controlled thereafter by the common sense and
conscience of mankind.

In countries that have emerged from savagery nine
out of ten wish to live at peace, except when stirred
by a sense of wrong and incited to violence by persons
or interests ambitious of seizing or increasing their
power, wealth and distinction. Give the common
people power to right their wrongs without violence
and teach them how to use it. Then the ravings of
ambitious homicides and lies of interested propagan-
dists would lose their spell and fail to pervert the
common will for peace and the common good into
the channels of war for anti-social vested interests.

THE ONE HOPE FOR PEACE
Of course this cannot begin to be realised until

Nazism is smashed and disarmed. At whatever cost
that must be done. Failing that, militarism in
Germany will enforce militarism everywhere and blast
the hopes of peace lovers for generations. Nazism and
peace cannot co-exist. One or other must perish.
Our one hope for ensuring peace is to crush Nazism.
Our one job is to do it now.

Victory will not solve domestic social problems that
cry out for solution. These must be solved within its
own borders in its own way by each separate State.
But victory will create conditions making their solu-

tion possible by leaving each State free to deal with
problems peculiar to itself, and to co-operate with
others in dealing with problems not confined within
national boundaries. Peace lovers are all men lovers
and therefore social reformers. If Nazism prevailed,
indeed if it continues to exist, we may as well scrap
our plans and proposals and bury our hopes of lifting
humanity to a higher standard of material, and
especially of spiritual well-being.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ATLANTIC CH4RTER
The Atlantic Charter states in fewest words the ideal

objects of a world at peace. Of course it is only in
general terms. At this stage it could be nothing else.
Of course it is incomplete. Of course each earnest
reformer would have used different words to express
the same ideals. But why pick holes in its wording
when it contains the substance of what for a lifetime
we have been praying and working for. Many peace
conferences we have attended and many peace publi-
cations we have read, drive us almost to despair at
the zeal with which peace advocates pick holes in the
great pronouncement, complain of omissions, detect
flaws, show how phrases may be interpreted in
different senses and even suggest that its authors
deliberately chose language that lends itself to this;
in other words that they are indefinite because
insincere. Now all this meticulous fault finding is
distinct disservice to the cause of peace.

HOPE FOR THE DISTRESSED AND DOWNTRODDEN
The Charter is a message of hope to the distressed

and downtrodden, not only in Nazi ridden lands, but
also at home and overseas. Hope should stiffen
resistance and hasten the victory that makes peace
certain and reform possible. The true line surely is
to rally round the authors of the Charter, to take for
granted their sincerity, to accept their words as mean-
ing what they say, to expound them as meaning what
we mean without ifs and buts and doubts and discour-
agements. Instead of furnishing ammunition to
selfish interests that will seize on and use our criticisms
to emasculate or destroy it, let us use the Charter to
" proclaim liberty to the captives and the opening of
the prison to them that are bound," thereby hasten-
ing the end of the war, the coming of peace; then to
start constructing the new order that shall build the
New Jerusalem " in England's green and pleasant
land " and find the new world to be after all God's
world, not the Nazi's.

RETRIBUTION NOT REVENGE
In our last issue we gave two forms of mental

torture applied officially by Nazi governors in Poland
and Lorraine. In this is described physical torture
and wholesale butchery in Jugo-Slavia, which the
tragic history of savages can scarcely rival, and
planned starvation in Norway. In Prance one hun-
dred men have been officially murdered in revenge for
the death of two German officers with which they had
nothing to do. The Nazis call this " reprisal."

The number killed in Eussia, not in battle but in cold
blood, is beyond computation, but Mr. Churchill says
" Literally scores of thousands."

In the comparative safety and comfort we have
enjoyed since intensive bombing ceased, though, any
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day it may be renewed, such crimes seem inconceiv-
able. But the lengthening tale of horror is sinking
into our people and evoking the spirit of hate and
revenge. That spirit, sedulously instilled in their
schools, has made ol Nazi youth the inhuman mon-
sters they have become. If harboured by us it will
degrade us, though never surely to the same degree.
So far we have sought to destroy military objects, i.e.
the means and soldiers they use to destroy us and our
allies. They deliberately make war on our civilians.
Their civilians have suffered only so far as we could
not avoid them. The proof is that in the bombing, of
which we have done more than they, for every civilian
casualty they have suffered we have suffered thirty—
as shown by their own figures. Let our war on an
evil system and for a great ideal not degenerate into
indiscriminate butchery of a people. The spirit of our
public meetings has undergone a change for the
worse. Speakers find they gain applause by preach-
ing hate and revenge on—not Nazis—but Germans.
But, in spite of Lord Vansittart's Black Eecord, tar-
ring all Germans with the same brush, apart from
millions suffering in silence because complaint means
concentration camps, what about hundreds of thou-
sands already there, and those fled overseas? What
about members of Trade Unions and Parties destroyed
by Hitler now working underground for his overthrow ?

A " Times " correspondent (27/10/41) says " Thou-
sands of refugees from German oppression are working
and finding a new life as members of the Pioneer
Corps. Some of their companies . . . are composed
almost entirely of Germans and Austrians." Both
the President and the Prime Minister, denouncing
the " execution " of French hostages, speak of retri-
bution. " Eetribution for those crimes," says Mr.
Churchill, " must henceforth take its place among the
major purposes of the war." Eetribution is not
revenge, but punishment, not of their victims, but of
the criminals who order and commit the crimes.

When the Nazi military power is broken, and decent
Germans regain freedom, they will be our best helpers
in hunting down the criminals and bringing them to
justice. The major purpose of the war is, by destroy-
ing Nazism, to bring freedom to all victims, Germans
as well as others, and, with their co-operation, to
make impossible its survival or revival. H.G.C.

NOTES AND COMMENTS
Thanks and Our aim in publishing The

Please Arbitrator is to inform and guide
our readers in the way of educa-

ting public opinion to see the value of settling differ-
ences by methods of reason instead of force. Arbitration
is one, perhaps the simplest and most effective, but
not the only method. Its central principle is the
abandonment of the claim to be sole judge in one's
own quarrel, and the acceptance of the judgment of a
disinterested third party after enquiry into all the
circumstances.

We have lately been gratified to receive assurances
that our efforts have helped and been appreciated.
From recent correspondence we quote the following:
One writes (Nov. 14) " Your articles in the Arbitrator
are most helpful. We look forward with keen pleasure
to its arrival, and are never disappointed."

Another (Nov. 17) " I have enjoyed your spirited
and courageous articles."

We have never before printed a commendation of
our work. But the object of this note is to suggest
that readers who find The Arbitrator helpful could
increase its usefulness by getting friends to read it,
and telling them about the I.A.L., membership of
which (minimum subscription of 2/6) entitles them
to a copy of every issue as published, post free.
Although its literary contents are contributed free for
the good of the cause, the subscription does not cover
cost of production and postage; what we seek is not
profit, only wider usefulness through wider circulation.

Will you help as suggested or by sending us names
and addresses of likely friends to whom we could post
a free copy?

French Views on Some interesting information
the Outlook on the trend of public opinion in

France has been given by M
Politz, the former Greek Minister and President of
the League of Nations. Interviewed by a Manchester
Guardian representative on his arrival from France he
said that the state of apathy in France was changing
rapidly, particularly in Paris. The people were
thirsty for Allied news but did not get sufficient. The
war might end in one or two ways — by a military
victory on the Continent, with the armies going to
Berlin and to Eome to crush all ideas of a German
or an Italian Empire, and in this case we can be sure
of the collaboration of the French. Frenchmen of all
classes were ready to begin organisation at once, and
it was unwise to leave them without guidance.

If, on the other hand, the war finished with a
revolution in Germany and possibly a patched up
peace, there might be anarchy in Europe. Eevolu-
tionary movements had often begun in France. The
French Army, Navy, and politicians were discredited.
The French did not want to return to their pre-war
regime. If French opinion was neglected now there
would be the danger of an anarchistic movement
which might spread through Europe.

Anglo-French friendship should be fostered, more
news supplied to the French, and contacts organized.
The feelings of the French were in this order: Hate
for the Germans, scorn for the Italians, and increasing
hope of an Allied victory. Eumours in Paris of an
early peace were perhaps due to the lassitude shown
by the Germans who, coming back from leave in
Germany, said their families were short of food and that
the return to France was like returning to paradise.

The Churches and Many who regret the pettifog-
Internationalism ging divisions and consequent

weakness in the Christian Churches
will note with satisfaction the report contained in
the Year Book of the United Church of Canada:
"Nothing," says a writer in the "British Weekly" "is
more impressive in these records than the remarkably
international character of the Church. The "Church
of All Nations," Toronto, is at present holding ser-
vices each week in the Ukrainian, Finnish, Hungarian,
Czechoslovak, Dutch and English languages. The
English service is an international one, at which
there are frequently as many as twenty nationalities
represented. Occasional services are also held in
Swedish, German, Bulgarian and Japanese! Is there
any church in the British Isles that can equal or even
approach that record?

The United " The Catholic Times " reports
Christian Front that Archbishop Williams of

Birmingham, speaking on Sunday,
at Chester, expressed his. belief that all Christians
should work together instead of in water-tight com-
partments. " Co-operation does not mean giving up
one tiny bit of our beliefs," he said. " It means that
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we can work together on civil, social, and political
matters with the object of restoring a more Christian
mode of life in the nation." Bishop Moriarty pre-
sided at the meeting, which was attended by priests,
and ministers of all religions. The Anglican Dean ot
Chester proposed a vote of thanks to the Archbishop,
which was seconded by Eev. Greener Gardner
(Methodist). Cardinal Hinsley sent a message of
good wishes to the meeting.

" Happy " Terboven the Gauleiter of Nor-
Norway way, sent there to reconcile

Norwegians to Nazi rule, has a
nice sense of humour—German variety. Norway s
food products, especially corn and fish, having been
plundered to feed Germany and the German troops
quartered on her, is threatened with famine this
winter. Still she is not satisfied nor willing to help
her oppressors continue the plunder. Having failed to
win her affection by executing, i.e. murdering many
of her leaders, and in order to make the unmurdered
love and co-operate, Terboven has issued a proclam-
ation blaming Britain for the food shortage and stating
that it is a matter of indifference to Germany if ten
thousand Norwegians perish of famine.

As a revelation of German mentality and of the
benefits of the Nazi New Order, this is hard to beat.
Since the foregoing proclamation further requisitions
have been made of 600,000 tons of corn (broadcast
October 14th) and, from one district only, all their
hay and straw and a million tons of potatoes (broad-
cast October 20th). Presumably this is to make sure
that the famine comes and the survivors are few,
thus insuring the gratitude of those left alive.

An International Not least among the questions
Language that will have to be faced when

peace at last dawns upon us is
that of an international auxiliary language. One of
the claims of Esperanto is that it obviates interna-
tional jealousies and there is a great deal to be said for
it on that account; but there is every reason to expect
that after the war the smaller states will have too
much to do to maintain their entities without worry-
ing themselves about languages. The virtues of
Basic English with its limited vocabulary of fewer
than a thousand words and which can be learned in
a few weeks or months are now being urged in various
quarters. The fact that the New Testament has been
put into Basic without serious sacrifice or distortion is
a strong argument in its favour. An auxiliary derived
from the language of 600,000,000 persons has a good
chance of becoming the medium of international
relations and negotiations.

Great Britain Some months ago hopes were
and Abyssinia expressed in letters in the British

press that nothing should be done
in Abyssinia that would lay this country open to the
suspicion that she was actuated 'by any desire for
imperialistic aggression. The British are officering
and training a new army and police force. That is a
proceeding rendered necessary by the general situation :
but reports that British judges and prosecutors for
criminal cases are being instituted and a British Agent
with officials for finance, trade, justice and district
administration appointed are certainly disturbing
Every effort should be made to secure an international
character for the body of " advisers " which Haile
Selassie will undoubtedly need in carrying out his
difficult task.

The Post-War Schemes, ideas and plans,
Situation practical and impracticable, of all

kinds are in the air just now, and
it is all to the good. The world's trouble is that there

has been too little international thinking. Hitler has
made it stand to attention and concentrate. Parochial
politics have largely gone out of fashion, and may
they keep so. Even the Ottawa Agreement, with its
political and economic gospel arranged somewhat on
the lines of a block of self-contained flats seems to
have retreated into the background lately. If " Land
of Hope and Glory " still finds favour it is rather on
account of the tune than because of the blatant
Jingoism of the words. True it is that vastly im-
portant factors in the post-war settlement are still
beyond human ken but the more world thought that
can be thrown into the basic foundations of the struc-
ture we have to build the better.

Dr. Royden, Dr. Maude Eoyden, the famous
ex-Pacifist preacher, a fighting Pacifist in the

last war, is a Pacifist no longer,
states an A.P. message from New York.

" This time, if I were a man, I'd fight,'' she said.
I concluded that since we had not faith enough

to stop the march of evil, we'd have to resort to other
means, even war." (" Star " 20/11/41).

Faith without works is dead. Many besides Miss
Eoyden have come to realise this through the trium-
phant immorality and bestiality of Nazism. If pacifism
means love of peace and hatred of war, their change
from quietism to active support of the war is
due, not to any weakening of their pacifism, but to
its becoming more intense, practical and effective.
The sincere non-resister is entitled to deep respect,
but not to a monopoly of the term Pacifist.

PEACE THROUGH JUSTICE
The attention of our readers is called to the important

article by C. A. Eadice, a member of the
I.A.L. Council. Whilst this contains much that is
common to all branches of the Peace movement, its
proposals differ from others in important respects.
Briefly, the writer suggests that now, without waiting
for the end of tihe war, public opinion should be
educated to demand that all future disputes be
settled by judicial procedure. Then, when terms of
Armistice come to be discussed, a separate and indepen-
dent Convention of Nations be called to set up a
Council without coervice 'powers, to be called the
World Advisory Council. This body should be author-
ised to formulate and define the basic principles of
International Equity, and with these as guide to
examine and publish opinions on matters in difference
other than those now dealt with by the Permanent
Court of International Justice, which are practically
confined to strictly legal questions, e.g., the interpre-
tation of treaties.

Mr. Eadice thinks that many nations would resort
to such a council voluntarily, that its opinions, based
on evidence and argument, exactly as in a court of
equity, would be such as to command confidence in its
findings, build up a code of international law, leading
to mutual understanding and in time to a federal
system that would eventually realise the world as a
unity, and international law as equally binding on all
nations.

AMERICA AT WAR
On December 7th, Japan declared war on the U.S.A.

and on Britain, having attacked American territory
in the Pacific 4 hours earlier. " Yesterday, December
7th, 1941, a day which will live in infamy," said Mr.
Eoosevelt, " the "U.S. was suddenly and deliberately
attacked by naval and air-forces of Japan."
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THE INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION
A Practical Investigation

This important body has undertaken what should be
a work of enormous value. With a view to co-operative
action in dealing with post-war problems, and readi-
ness to act when cessation of fighting makes that
possible, the President of each Parliamentary Group
is being asked to collect and report to headquarters at
Geneva facts and trends of opinion within his own
country, of course in collaboration with all his own
colleagues, on matters bearing on " the Political and
Economic Organisation of International Society after
the present war."

A questionnaire is supplied and definite replies asked
for on such matters as:—

Should the League of Nations (1) be restored, or (2)
superseded, or (3) modified. If not restored " on what
political and juridical principles should be based " any-
new international body, whether Federal or other, and
how far would this limit sovereignty.

On the economic side questions on exchange (1) of
goods and capital; (2) of money; (3) balancing pro-
duction and consumption; (4) relations between Capital
and Labour.

Those reports, prepared not by private persons or
societies, but by responsible members of the respective
Parliaments, will be collated by the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union who will study and issue them, so that each
Group will learn the views of them all, how far they
harmonise, in what they differ, and thus what common
action can be taken to effect a just peace and establish
institutions that will keep it.

To statesmen building the new order such an authen-
tic review of world aspiration and opinion should prove
priceless as a guide.

A CHARTER FOR SCIENCE
British Association Conference

No contrast to Hitler's New Order, with its suppres-
sion of truth and truth seekers can be imagined greater
than the Charter of Scientific Principles adopted after
the great international conference of scientists at its
final meeting in London on Sunday, September 28th.

It begins " Intellectual freedom is an essential con-
dition of progressive human development," and ends
" where thought is enslaved science, like democracy,
withers and decays Men of science must therefore
declare clearly and emphatically the principles which
underly their beliefs and guide their conduct."

SEVEN PRINCIPLES

" Accordingly the principles of the Fellowship of
Science are here affirmed, and it is maintained that any
policy or power which deprives men or nations of their
free practice convicts them as agents of an iniquity
against the human race.

1.—Liberty to learn, opportunity to teach, and power
to understand are necessary for the extension of know-
ledge, and we, as men of science, maintain that they
cannot be sacrificed without degradation to human life.

2.—Communities depend for their existence, their
survival, and advancement in knowledge of themselves
and of the properties of things in the world around
them.

3.—All nations and all classes of society have con-
tributed to the knowledge and utilization of natural
resources, and to the understanding of the influence
they exercise on human development.

4.—The basic principles of science rely on indepen-
dence combined with co-operation, and are influenced
by the progressive needs of humanity.

5, Men of science are among the trustees of each

generation's inheritance of natural knowledge. They
are bound, therefore, to foster and increase that heri-
,<>ge by faithful guardianship and service to high ideals.

6.—All groups of scientific workers are united in the
Fellowship of the Commonwealth of Science, which has
the world for its province and the discovery of truth as
its highest aim.

7-—The pursuit of scientific inquiry demands com-
plete intellectual freedom and unrestricted interna-
tional exchange of knowledge; and it can only flourish
through the unfettered development of civilized life."

THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR
On November 27th, at a luncheon given by the Lord

Mayor of Liverpool and the Chancellor of the
University after receiving the honorary degree of
L.L.D., the American Ambassador said: " When the
war is over, we both [Great Britain and the United
States] will have to face an internal and an external
reconstruction in our two countries which must involve
broad changes of policy. Among the questions that
will have to be dealt with are those of exchange, of
trade, and with them of employment and the standard
of living. These are things which should be studied
and understood now, so that the mistakes following the
last War can be avoided when this war is ended."

In the course of the same speech Mr. Winant quoted
the following principles for guidance after the war as
enunciated by Mr. Cordell Hull, the American
Secretary of State, who, next to the President, is
the most influential American alive.

1-—Extreme nationalism must not again be per-
mitted to express itself in excessive trade restrictions.

2.—Non-discrimination in international commercial
relations must be the rule, so that international trade
may grow and prosper.

3.—Raw material supplies must be available to all
nations without discrimination.

4.—International agreements regulating the supply
of commodities must be so handled as to protect fully
the interests of the consuming countries and their
people.

5.—The institutions and arrangements of interna-
tional finance must be so set up that they lend aid to
the essential enterprises and the continuous develop-
ment of all countries, and permit the payment through
processes of trade consonant with the welfare of all
countries.

Measures taken to give effect to these principles
must be freely open to every nation which desires a
peaceful life in a world at peace and is willing to
co-operate in maintaining that peace.

Most of these, the Ambassador contended, are
embodied in the Atlantic Charter.

HITLER'S RULE—Winding up the debate on the
Address in the House of Commons on November 27th,
Mr. Eden, Foreign Secretary, said he would give the
House a few German official figures of what German
rule meant in Europe. In Czechoslovakia from
September 27th, the day of the notorious Heydrich
appointment, to October 29th, there were 332 execu-
tions and 1,308 persons were handed over to an even
worse fate, the Gestapo. In Yugoslavia since the
occupation there had been 1,132 executions; and in
France since August 13th, 250 executions. In Serbia
on June 23rd, 100 Serbs were executed for the assas-
sination of two German soldiers. So the list continued.
These were German figures, and the House would not
be far wrong if it estimated the killings in Yugoslavia

1 alone since the German occupation as 35,000.
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THE POSITION IN INDIA
Views of the Society of Friends

In accordance with their usual methods oi dealing
with questions in a common sense practical way the
Society of Friends sent a memorandum to the Prime
Minister in which having expressed their grave concern
at the existing tension between Indian political parlies
and Great Britain, they said:

Our own missionary service brings us in constant
and insistent touch with this situation.

Having watched its development with much care
and appreciation of the difficulties with which the
Government is confronted, we are constrained to
suggest that the heart of the problem is one of right
approach to a vast and increasing body of men and
women, moved primarily by a keen and overwhelming
desire for national freedom. Indian leaders have,
we feel, been too readily treated as a disturbing and
intransigent element. We plead for a new approach,
and one which should welcome India's desire for
freedom, affirm unhesitatingly Britain's acceptance of
that claim, and invite India's full co-operation in
ending the present political struggle. We urge further
and with a considerable personal knowledge amongst
us of the Indian leaders of all parties that in speaking
thus to all India three things should be proclaimed by
you namely:—

A time-limit for the attainment by India of full self-
government after the ending of the war.

Your intention that as a further interim step means
be found by which responsibility for the Government
of India be further transferred to Indians.

A decision that the political prisoners will be re-
leiased in order that co-operative response may be
given in a free atmosphere and with the possibility of
free consultation.

MR. CHURCHILL'S REPLY

The Prime Minister, in his reply, enclosed an
extract of his speech on September 9th in the House
of Commons in which he said: " We are pledged by
the dclaration of August, 3940, to help India to obtain
free and equal partnership in the British Common-
wealth with ourselves, subject, of course, to the ful-
filment of obligations arising from our long connection
with India and our responsibilities to its many creeds,
races, and interests."

Mr. Churchill pointed out that the statement quoted
described the policy for India which the Government
had declared their intention to pursue and said that
the Society of Friends might rest assured that the
Government would spare no pains to promote such a
measure of agreement among the creeds, races and
interests in India as would enable them to give effect
to their policy as early as possible.

ANTI-COMINTERN CONFERENCE
Six Axis-controlled countries, and Nanking, the

Japanese puppet Government in China, adhered to the
Anti-Comintern Pact at a ceremony in Berlin on
November 25th.

The six were Finland, Denmark, Bulgaria, Croatia,
Rumania, Slovakia. Adherence of Nanking was
announced in a telegram, read by Ribbentrop, German
Foreign Minister.

All, with the original signatories—Germany, Italy,
Japan, Spain, Hungary, and the puppet State
Manchukuo—signed an extension of the pact for five
years.

Hitler was not present.
The protocol to the pact binds its signatories to fight

against "the world enemy, Bolshevism."

ANGLO-RUSSIAN WORKERS
Together We Stand

Representatives of British and Russian Trade Unions
held a notable conference in Moscow, October 13 to 15,
on what may be a historic occasion, showing how
sharing danger and suffering is driving home the lesson
of brotherhood which the nations that survive the war
must learn if they are to " win the peace." After
conferring they issued the following:—

The Anglo-Soviet Trade Union Committee considered-
vital problems which millions of U.S.S.R. and Britain
are faced with in the unfavourable international situ-
ation. The delegations of the British and Soviet
Trade Unions unanimously came to an agreement in
defining the main objectives of the Anglo-Soviet Trade
Union Committee as follows:—

1.—The joining together of trade unions of Great
Britain and of Soviet Union for organization of mutual
assistance in war against Hitlerite Germany.

2.—Every possible support to the Governments of
the U.iS.S.R. and of Great Britain in their common
war for the defeat of Hitlerite Germany.

3.—The strengthening of the industrial efforts of both
countries, with the aim of maximum increase of pro-
duction of tanks, aeroplanes, guns, ammunition, and
other arms.

4.—Assistance in the rendering of the utmost help
in arms to the U.S.S.R. by Great Britain.

5.—To make use of all means of agitation and
propaganda, Press, broadcast, cinema, workers' meet-
ings, &c, in the fight against Hitlerism.

6.—All possible support to the people of the countries
under the occupation of Hitlerite Germany which are
fighting for deliverance from Hitler's oppression, for
their independence, and the re-establishment of their
democratic liberties.

7.—The organization of mutual assistance of the
trade unions of Great Britain and Soviet trade unions
and mutual information.

8.—The strengthening of satisfactory contact be-
tween representatives of the trade unions of the
U.S.S.R. and of Great Britain through an All-Union
Central Council of Trade Unions of the U.S.S.R. and
the British Trades Union Congress.

Items 7 and 8 are specially significant. The accept-
ance by the Russians of an invitation to pay a similar
visit to Britain should cement the friendship thus
begun and bring not only the governments but also
the workers of the two peoples to a better understand-
ing and closer co-operation during, and still more im-
portant after the war, thus brightening the prospect
of lasting world peace.

HOME RXJLE—General Catroux, in the name of Free
France, read at Government House yesterday, before
the new President, M. Naccash, members of the
Lebanese Cabinet, religious leaders, and other
prominent personages, a charter declaring the
Lebanon to be an independent sovereign State with
power to appoint diplomatic representatives and to
constitute her own national military forces.

Free France promises the Lebanon help and guid-
ance on the lines of the French-Lebanese Treaty of
1936, which was unanimously approved by the
Lebanese Parliament. The Lebanon, as an ally
de facto, places all her national forces, her ports,
means of communication, aerodromes, and so forth at
the disposal of the Allied command and receives the
benefits and economic facilities of the sterling area.

President Naccash replied to General Catroux, ex-
pressino his countrv's gratitude to Free France.

The Times, 8/11/41.
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DEMOCRACY IN GREAT BRITAIN

To the Editor
Sir,—It is a high duty to see that the machinery of

sell-government in this country is that best adapted
to promote national security and well-being. Some
twenty-five years ago, while the last Great \\ ar was
in progress, the nation took counsel through a Con-
ference of all parties for the reform and improvement
of its parliamentary system. The recommendations
of the Conference, but not all of them, were embodied
in our constitution through the lleform Act of 1918.
But is it not true to say that in many respects the
results of this Act have been disappointing? There
is widespread uneasiness as to the composition and
functioning of the House of Commons, an uneasiness
which found particular" expression in a letter addressed
to The Times on 15th April of this year, by Sir
Bryan Fell, a retired Clerk of the House of Commons,
whose testimony carries added conviction from his
position outside the cross currents of party politics.

" For the last twenty years," wrote this impartial
observer, " our political system seemed to work
with difficulty, and reached, its lowest point in the
Parliament of 1931 with its huge Government
majority . . . "
These are weighty words and they point to the need

of a reconsideration of our interpretation of democracy.
We welcome, therefore, the renewed assurance of the
Cabinet given during the recent debate on the Pro-
longation of Parliament Bill that, before a new general
election shall take place, an opportunity will be
provided, if the House of Commons so desires, to
consider questions connected with changes in our
electoral system. It is essential that the House of
Commons shall, at the appropriate time, accept the
opportunity offered. For after victory is won, there
will fall upon Parliament the responsibility of dealing
with unparalleled problems of national and inter-
national reconstruction. For this task it is most
necessary that we should take what steps we may to
ensure that the post-war House of Commons shall
embody a just expression of national opinion, and shall
contain within it, irrespective of party, the highest
ability and leadership available for national service.
M. I. COEBETT-ASHBY J. L. HAMMOND
EENEST BAEKEE L. P. JACKS
CYNTHIA COLVILLE A. BEEEIEDALE KEITH
A. EUTH FEY GILBEET MUBBAY
G. P. GOOCH CHAiS. G. EOBEETSON
E. A. GEEGOEY J. A. SPENDEB

November, 1941.

THE HERRENVOLK IN ACTION
" The Times " of November 19th publishes an

article by their diplomatic correspondent under the
above heading. " Long inquiry, frequent cross check-
ing, and constant quiet help from Allied Ministers and
officials in London in a task which to them is especially
painful make it possible to give for the first time a
table laying bare the German methods in each enslaved
country."

The table gives for every country the number of
civilians " executed," i.e., shot or hanged by order,
not including the many victims of a brutal soldiery of
whom no record is possible. Denmark, Belgium and
Luxemburg are uncertain and the " executions " in
these countries are not included, and must be left to
the imagination. Omitting these the total number is
90,034, besides thousands known to have died in con-
centration camps. To these executions must be added

the workers transferred to Germany, who number in
total 1,699,400.

These figures were ascertained by the method named
above. They take no account of the uncounted multi-
tudes butchered in cold blood behind the German lines
in Eussia, nor of the massacre of Greeks by their
Bulgar allies estimated at about 15,000. Hitler's "New
Order " for Europe is a picture of sordid misery and
brutal savagery that must be ended, and soon. But
what problems its ending will bring.

THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR
CONFERENCE

The International Labour Office, the body set
up to examine, report and advise on world conditions
of labour held a conference in New York, October 27 to
—, at which 33 nations were represented. Though
crippled by the Nazi attempt to destroy it this organi-
sation continues its good work of improving wages,
working conditions, and standards of living the world
over, except in that part temporarily under Nazi
domination, where its influence will return ten times
greater so soon as that domination is overthrown. The
very chaos left by the war will almost compel a great
increase in international co-operation, which the mere
existence of I.L.O. will facilitate, as the central organ
equipped with experience and with knowledge necessary
to deal with after war problems. Without it this would
take years to collect and co-ordinate before the solution
of those problems could be wisely essayed. Whatever
modifications may be found necessary in the
respective constitutions of the L. of N. and I.L.O. any
new order emerging will be built on the foundations
they have laid, and be a continuance without inter-
mission of their 21 years' work, not a beginning, with
all the delay that an entirely new start would have
involved.

BRITAIN AND HER COLONIES
While Hitler is suppressing democratic institutions

over vast territories in Europe, the encouragement and
development of free labour organisations are going on
rapidly in Britain's Colonies.

•A special report of the tremendous progress made in
the last four years has been presented to the Interna-
tional Labour Conference in New York.

The survey shows that even in the most backward
areas the British Government is doing everything to
promote the establishment of trade unions, advisory
boards, arbitration courts, conciliation and wages
boards.

The purpose is to ensure the free expression of
opinion and representation by workers of all classes and
creeds and to bring labour standards as far as possible
up to the level attained in Great Britain.

New labour departments have been formed and legis-
lation introduced to raise conditions and the standards
of living.

The rate of progress is indicated by the fact that
the number of Colonies with Labour Departments has
risen in the last four years from 11 to 33.

Experienced British trade unionists are being trained
to go out to the Colonies as labour advisers to help
the native workers to realise their ideals. Candidates
have already been selected for the Gold Coast and
Trinidad, and other appointments for the remaining
Colonies will be made shortly. This experiment, the
Colonial Offioe states, may " lead to far-reaching
results."

Experienced officers from the Ministry of Labour
have also been seconded to Colonial Governments
during the last three years.

News Chronicle, 28/10/41.


