he Arbitratoy

ORGANR OF THBE

Jnternational Arbitration Jeague

(Founded by WILLIAM RANDAL CREMER

in 1870,

_— — ]
=-—

No. 655.

AvUG.—SEPT., 1041.

PRICE ONE PENNY.

International Blvebitration
League

83, VICTORIA STREET, LONDON, 3.W.1,

Telaphone : Abbey 5334,

. EOMOND BEALES.
past-Presidents | UMD REALESL 28 BuRT.

President—RIGHT HON. C. W, BOWERMAN.

Editor—A. HOWARD EVANS.

Han, Treas,—GEORGE MORRISS.

Hon. $e¢.—H. B. CHANMCELLOR.

PARLIAMENTARY VICE-PRESIDENTS

AMMON, CHAS. G., M. P,
ASTOR, LADY, M.P.

BROWN, RT. HON. A. E,
P.C, MP.

CAZALET, V. A. CAPT,
M.C., M.P.

CLWYD, LORD.
COVE, W. G., M.P.
DAVIES, LORD,

DENMAN, HON. R. D.,
M.P.
DICKINSON, LORD, P.C.

ENTWISTLE, SIR CYRIL,
KC, MP.

HARVEY, T. E,, M.P.

HENDERSON, ARTHUR.
MP.

KEELING, E. H.,, M.C,,
MP.

RATHBONE, ELEANOCR,
M.P.

RILEY, BEN, M.P,

RUSSELL, R. J., M.P.

SPEARS, E. L. BRIG.-
GEN., M.P.

THURTLE, ERNEST,M.P.

YOUNG, SIR ROBERT,
MP.

WHITE, GRAHAM, MP,

COUNCIL

G. ALCOCK, Ware¢house-
man.

T. ASHCROFT, Journalist.
E. BROWN, Cabinet Maker.

W. H. BROWN, Journalist.
R. W. BUSS, Printer.

BE. G. CHANCELLOR,
Merchant.

PF. M. EVANS, Engineer.

A. HOWARD EVANS,
Journalist,

WILLTAM O. BAILIL.
G. MORRIS, Secretary.

C. A. RADICE, 1.C.S,
(retired).

E. H, C. SEACOMBE,
Clerk.

A. B, SMITH, Draper’'s
Salesman.

WILLIAM STRANG,
Brass-fltter

GEORGE WILDMAN, J.P.
FPrinter.

W. A. WILSON, Builder.

CONTENTS Page
LEADER: What we ficht for, by H. G. Chancellor .. 1056-6
The Atlantic Charter a World Charter .............. 106
NOTES& AND COMMENTS; Thirty to One, 107; Trade
Union Congress and the future; A Vital Truth; The
Depth of Infamy: Taste in Torture; A Crime with-
out a name; Co-operate or Compete; Practical Educa-
tion; Democracy and the Civil Service ............ 108
Eeconomic Freedom First (from Dr, E. P. Jacks) .... 108
The Soviet-Pollsh Pact ... ooiiiiiiiriiinnnnnne. 108
Monopoly versus Peace (Mr. Sumner Welles in U.8.A.) 108

THE ATLANTIC CHARTER ........................ 108
The Atlantic Charter, Liberal Resolution on; “Times”
Comment on (Social security and full employment);
Letter to Editor on (C. A, Radice) ................ 110

RUSSIA: the Bishop of Chelmsford and Russia 110;
Soviet and Religion (Speech by M. Malsky); The
other side (Rev. J A. Rushbrooke) .............. 110

Life 1n a Nazi World ...t 111

Belgium's Economic Future (from “ La Belgique ™) .. 111

Why the German Republic Fell” (Land and Liberty)
= T 1z

Dr. Ludwig @Quidde ......c.ovoveiiiiiiiii i, 112

TR AN e, 112

WHAT WE FIGHT FOR

T last the appeals of peace lovers for ap
authentic statement of the objects aimed at by

our Government in winning the war has meb
with a response. It is set out in the declaration
printed on another page, signed on behalf, not only of
our own, but also of the United States Government,
hy the two men who represent, as no others can, the
overwhelming desires of the English speaking peoples,
of the comquered nations now suffering under Nazi
tyranny, and of Russia, unconquered but valiantly
resisting Nazl attack.

In his broadcast on Sundsay, August 28rd, Mr.
Churehill described it ag *‘ a simple, rough and ready
war-time statement of the goal,” and urges $he
oppressed to ** have faith, have hope * for ** deliver-
ance is sure.’”’

At this stage a statement other than in genersl
terms is neither wise nor indeed possible. None can
foresee the conditions that will arise wher Nazism
is destroyed, nor the detailed steps needed $o0 heal
the wounds inflicted on the whole world by the Nazi
horror, which will certainly include famine and pes-
tilence, and almost compel the victors to become Good
Bamaritans to the victims, even the German vietims.
For rillions of Germans who, in spite of the plunder
Nazis have stolen, are even now rationed to the verge
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of hunger, by then will only he kept alive by sharing
in the food stocks now being accumulated by the
British and American Governments. That very fact
may mitigate and in time eliminate the poison of hate
which Nazism has saught German youth to cultivate
as a patriotic duty, and bring Germany back into the
ecomity of nations.

WORLD WIDE DEMOCRACY OR NOTHING

What, then, are our peace aims ‘‘ after the final
destruction of Nazi tyranny,” which of course includes
Fascist tyranny? That is the essential preliminary
without which none of our aims ean be realised. They
involve nothing short of a new world order in which
shall be restored to all peoples freedom to manage
their own affairs within their own borders under forms
of government chosen by themselves, without aggran-
disement or annexation by victors or forcible seizure
of territory from the vanquished. This means world
wide democracy or it means nothing.  Self-chosen
government must be elective. All forms of autoeracy
and dictatorship must go.

The seas, trade and raw materials of the world are
to be open to all states *‘ on equal terms ' and ‘' with-
out hindrance.”” Equal terms cannot consist with
tariffs, quotas and the hundreds of hindrances that
now exis, ereafing inequality, injustice, monopoly
and friction leading to war. We interpret this aim,
therefore, as world free trade, whieh would protect
consumers, reduce prices and thereby raise real wages
and the standard of living for the working classes in
all lands, who are 99 per eent. of the whole.

FREEDOM FROM FEAR AND WANT
Indeed, next to enduring pesce—'‘ freedom from
fear,”"—the purpose set forth in this declaration is to
establish ‘* freedom from want ’’ by bringing ahoub
** the fullest collaborafion between all nations in the
economic field,’’ thus uniting them in mutual efforts
{o perpetuate and extend the work of the Interna-
tional Labour Office, which has already pointed the
way and induced many nations to take simultaneouns
steps towards ** improved labour standards and social
security.’” This confirms Mr. Eden’s recent statement
 gocial security will be our policy abroad not less
than at home.” Social security means assured em-
ployment or maintenance for all able and willing to
work. The declaration should bring hope, eourage and
endurance o the under-dog, not only in conquered
countries but in Germany and at home. Its realisa-
tion would revolutionise sociasl conditions everywhere
and gradually so equalise them as to minimise and
in time abolish class and racial division, and make
possible the brotherhood of man.
TWO INDISPENSABLE CONDITIONE
But realisation iz possible only if peace is secured
and made permanent. And peace can be meither
established nor maintained until Nazism is overthrown
and its partisans are made powerless. To that end the
first condition is vietory, the second insurance against
aggression, the third personal liberty with equal oppor-
tunity and even justice for every man.

Assured of victory, the two great leaders propose to
provide agamnst future war by depriving aggressive
nations of arms, the non-aggressives retaining force
enough to prevent re-arming and o restore law and
order throughout a chaotic Europe; then to work for
*“ the abandonment of the use of force " and “* lighten
for peace loving people the crushing burden of arma-
ments.’’ First, peace assured and enduring, then
relief, not only moral but financisl, then co-operation
to promote mutual material wellbeing and goodwilk.

Except extreme nonresisters all peace lovers can
rally to the trumpet call of this declaration and should
be unsparing in time, labour and money, and in effort
to realise these aims by thought, study and missionary
zeal. Agreement on general principles is not difficult.
The differences will arise in applying them. Then
they will be found to involve sacrifice of privileged
interests to the general good, for ** equal terms '’ pre-
clude privilege. Unless public opinion is informed
and enlightened beforehand each vested interest
threatened will organise bitter opposition which will
delay and may defeat reforms essential to the peace
and progress aimed at. Peaee lovers must be up and
doing during the war if their principles are to prevail
after the war. H.G.C.

THE ATLANTIC CHARTER A WORLD CHARTER

The Atlantic Charter was endorsed unanimously by
all the Allies at a meeting of the Inter-Allied Council
held at St. Jame's Palace on September 24, which
passed the following resolution:—

““ The Governments of Belgium, (Czechoslovalkia,
Greece, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, the U.S.8.R., and Yugoslavia, and repre-
senfatives of (General de Gaulle, leader of Free
Frenchmen, having taken note of the Declaration,
recently drawn up by the President of the United
States and by the Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill,
on behalf of his Majesty's Government in the United
Kingdom, now make known their adherence to the
commen principles of poliey set forth in that
Declaration and their intention to co-operate to the
best of their ability In giving effect to them.”’

The most noteworthy feature of this gathering was
a declaration by Mr. Maisky on behalf of Russia (the
UBSSR):—

*“ The Boviet Union iz guided in its foreign policy
by the principle of self-determination of nations,
Accordingly, the Soviet Union defends the right of
every nation to the independence and territorial
integrity of its country, and its right to establish such
a social order and fo choose such a form of government
as it deems opportune and necessary for the better
promotion of its economic and cultural prosperity.
The Soviet (Government proclaim their agreement with
the fundamental principles of the declaration of Mr.
Roosevelt, Pregident of the United Stsres, and of Mr.
Churchill, Prime Minister of Great Britain. A con.
sistent application of these principles will secure the
most energetic support on the part of the Government
and peoples of the Soviet Union.”’

This declaration is an abandonment of the Bolshevie
policy of the early days of the Russian Revolution,
and should remove the mutual suspicions that for so
long prevented co-operation and understanding which
might have saved the world from fhe horrors of
Hitlerite war. And it makes maore hopeful the outlook for
a World Federation against aggressors and against war.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS victims, It exists merely as a means ot slandering
’ . non-Nazis by falsely accusing them of breaking con-
Thirty The Times u§mekholn1 COEespon- | ventions binding on all combatants which Hitler has
to one dent reports September 6th * The | systematically violated all through this war whenever

total German civilian casualties
frem air raids since the beginning of the war is given
in Berlin as 8,853 killed and 9,095 injured.’” Pre-
sumably this includes casualties from Russian as well
as British raids. As compared with 41,900 killed and
52,678 injured (British) in six months only January—
June, 1941, their own figures prove with what care our
airmen select military targets only and avoid as far
as that is possible, the mdiseriminate slaughter of
civiliang which is the objeet of German terrorisation.
That some civilians fall victims is inevitable. But the
contrast of 94,578 in 6 months with 12,928 in two
years, i.e. of 15,763 per month with 539 per month
or 30 to 1 should convinee even (German eiviliang of the
contrast of the spirit in which the Nazis and we
?.re waging this war, if they are allowed to know the
acts,

Trade Union  Speaking at 'the opening of the
Congress and T.U.C. in Edinburgh on 1st
the future September the President, Mr.

George Gibson, said ** It is not possible at this juncture
to lay down any hard and fast plan for the world after
the war. Frankly, 1 see no future for peace unless it
is based on a return to the ancient virtues—if 1 may
say so, the Christian virtues—of truth and love, of
mutual help, of plain honest dealing between nsation
and nation, as between man and man, and the
momentous joint declaration made by the President of
the United States sand our Prime Minister seems
admirably to fit in with those general principles.”

A Vital
Truth

** Whoever controls raw materials
controls industrial development,”
So said The Times in a leading
article on point 4 of the Churchill—Roosevelt Declar-
ation on August 28rd. That 15 true everywhere and
always. Land is the one and only source of raw
materials, Ceontrol carries with it control of not only
industrial development, but of life itself. Access of
all nations ** on equal terms to the raw materials '’ in
undeveloped countries, with free exchange, would
give all the advantages of possession without ibts
liabilities, thus eliminating the incentive to war for
territory and colenies. In fully industrial countries like
England and Germany acecess to the land on equal
terms for all inhabitants would provide equal oppor-
tunity which would make unemployment obsolete and
involuntary poverty a memory.

Removing the root cause of war between nations and
between classes within nations should insure peace in
both spheres, and with it social seeurity and freedom
from want and from fear.

The Depth
of Infamy

IJs any infamy too deep fo be
plumbed in the degraded savagery
of Nazidom? Not content with
driving Polish girls into brothels to sate the lust of
German soldiers, and Polish boys inte slavery on
German farms, the Nazis now are foreing Poles to help
their enemies destroy their friends by conseripting
them into the German army. This is a gross violation
of International Law. But that does not coneern the
Nazie. To them the only law is force, which is the
negation of law. To them power o commit a erime
iz justification for its commitbal. To them Interna-
tional Law is binding, not on Nazis, only on their

he thought viclatien would suit his ends,

Taste in
Tarture

The Nazi taste in torture, mental
and physical, is exquisite. The
Gauleiter for Lorraine has invented
a method of visiting the sins of children upen their
fathers by breaking up the families of sons who have
been lucky enough to escape his clutches. By his
order parentg are to be punished by transporting the
father of such a son to one part and the mother to
another part of Germany; so that fo their natural anxiety
about their lost son may be added worry sbout one
another, about the home left bebind and about how to
feed and clothe themselves amid a hostile people in a
strange foreign land.

Such ig the Nazi New Order which Hitler aims to
force on us.

A Crime without This is from Mr. Churchill’s
a Name broadeast address on Sunday,
August 28rd: “ Beores of thou-

sands—literally scores of thousands—of executions in
cold blood are being perpetrated by the German police-
troops upon the Russian patriots who defend their
native goil. Sinee the Mongol invasions of Europe in
the sixteenth cenfury there has never been methodical,
metciless butehery on such a scale or approaching such
a scale, And this is but the beginning. Famine and
pestilence have yet to follow in the bloody ruts of
Hitler's tanks. We are in presence of a crime without

a name,’”’
Co-operate Discussing the methods of aiding
or compete, our allies, ‘* The Times' ' of

September 12th strongly advocates
tlie principle of ©* Lease and Lend ™ or even of subsidy,
i.e. gift rather than sale with resultant debt, repudi-
ation and disaster, and adds:—When peace is re-
established at last, most of the countries of Furope
will find their stocks exhausted, their industries dis-
located, and their whole economic life at a standstill
. This is what happened after 1918. 1t will happen
all over again unless in the meantime we can learn
to think less in terms of money and more in terms of
real goods and services, and to indulge less in interna-
tional competition and more in internaticnal co-oper-
ation for the common good. The sacrifices for which
this will call will not be nearly so great as may appear
on the surface. It must not be forgotten that a very
large proportion of the loans made to foreign countries
have resulted in loss for the investor through partial
or complete default, and this has been especially true
of the loans made after the end of the last War.
Even from the business point of view it may prove
more profitable in the long run to put valuable paten-
tia]l ecustomers on their feet, without exaciing a
teturn, than it would be to load them with monetary
obligations which they will ultimately be forced %o
repudiste, and which in fact they will not be able fo
discharge without ruining themselves and their neigh-
bours.

Practical
Education

Notwithstanding war-time restric-
tions and in some cases cruel
basterings many of the Churches
are endeavouring to maintain some of their week-night
activities,  Surely now more than ever the various
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guilds and institutes should inelude in their syllabuses
the subject of ‘* Citizenship ~ under which heading
could be studied various phases of international polities:
' Faith without works iz dead,”” said the apostle; we
get so much lip setvice and so little application. The
world’s dire need at the present time is Christian
common sehse applied to international politics and
thacrle cannot be much application without previous
study.

Democracy and the We hear much in these days about
Civil Service democracy and there exists some
kind of a theory that it dominates
the government of the country in a greater or lesser
degree. There seems to be a growing feeling that
however much demoeratic power may make itgelf felt
in Parliament a great deal will have to be done to
increase its strength in the higher branches of the
Civil Service and especially those connected with
diplomacy. A labour member appointed to ministerial
office may easily find all his efforts for the good of the
many thwarted by permanent officials covertly but
most effectively opposed 6o the principle of “ the
greatest good for the greatest number.”” Examina-
tions and selective systems will have to be revised so
as to obtain the services of the best braing of the
community irrespective of social status or financial
backing, After the war we shall have to deal as a
nation with eountries across which strong waves of
democratic feeling will have swept, It would be a
great pity if the spirit of the people of this country
were misrepresented by unsympathetic government
officials.

ECONOMIC FREEDOM FIRST

““ The first task of Construction now lies n the
direction of international free trade. The whole prob-
lem, ao far as it concerns immediate action, narrows
down to that point. All over EFurope, a slifling ne-
work of tariff walls, whose growth the Pesce of Ver-
gailles did nothing to restrain, though fatal to its other
objects, has steadily mounted up. . . . What econbriv-
ance of political engineering, League of Nations,
Federal Union, Balance of Power, or any other, would
gurvive the antagonisms generated under the régime
of economic self-sufficiency?  Clearly that difficulty
must be liquidated before the others, of which there
are enough, can be successfully atbacked.

** That the new order of stable peace will follow
immediately and inevitably on a lowering of tariff walls
is far from what is here asserted. But it is the in-
dispensable first stage which would hasten the accom-
plishment of further stages, and in the absence of
which advance in the direction towards stable peace
will be found impossible, and all polifical devices for
establishing a new order foredoomed fo futility.

There iz ample justification for urging an immediate
and gradual approach to free trade as the first neces-
sary step to the achievement of the peace aims. If
it be untimely and confusing to press for the freeing of
trade at the present critical juncture, is it nof also
untimely and confusing to hold before us, as leading
statesmen are constantly doing, the prospect of a new
European order which demands freedom of trade, or at
least the approach to it, as its first condition?'’-—Dr,
L. P. Jacks.

THE SOVIET-POLISH PACT

The foliowing terms of the Agreement were read by
Mr, Eden in the House of Commons on 31st July,
1941, whe announced that it was ‘‘ an international
event of importance.”

1, The Government of the U.S.8.R. recognises
the Boviet-German Treaties of 1939 as to territorial
changes in Poland as having lost their validity. The
Polish Government declares that Poland is not bound
by any agreement with any third Power which is
directed against the U.8.8.R.

2. Diplomatic relations will be restored between
the two Governments.

3. The $wo Governments mubually agree to ren-
der one another aid and support of all kinds in the
present war against Hitlerite GGermany.

4. The Government of the U.8.8.R. expresses its
consent to the formation of a Polish Army under a
commander appointed by the Polish Government in
agreement with the Soviet Government, the Polish
Army on the territory of the U.B.8.R. being sub-
ordinated in an operational sense to the supreme
command of the U.8.8.R., upon which the Polish
Army will be represented.

5. Protocol: The Boviet Government grants an
amnesty to all Polish citizens now defained in Soviet
territory either as prisoners of war or on other suffi-
cient grounds, as from the resumption of diplomatic
relations.

The Agreement was signed in the Foreign Secretary’s
room at the Foreign Oilice. Mr. Churchill presided,
and with him were Mr. Eden, Gen. Sikorski (Polish
Minister and Commander-in-Chief), M. Maisky (Soviet
Ambassador), and M, Novikov (Counsellor at the Soviet
Embassy). The most immediate practical result of the
Agreement was the release of many Polish prisoners of
war, estimated at about 300,600 men for the new Polish
Army.

MONOPOLY VERSUS PEACE

Mr. Sumner Welles, the United States Acting Seecre-
tary of State, speaking on Tuesday, July 22, at the
laying of the cornerstone of a new wing of the Nor-
wegian Legation in Washington, said: Some adequate
instrument must unquestionably be found to achieve
adjustments, when the nations of the earth again
undertake the task of restoring law and order to a
disastrously shaken world. But whatever the
mechanism which may be devised, of two things I
am unalterably convinced: First, that the abolition
of offensive armaments and the limitation and redue-
tion of defensive armaments, and of the fools which
make the construction of such armaments possible,
can only be undertaken through some rigid form of
international supervigion and control, and that without
such practical and essential eontrol no real disarma-
ment can ever be achieved; and, second, that no peace
which may be made in the future would be walid
or lasting unless it established fully and adequately
the natural rights of all peoples to equal economie
enjoyment. 8o long as any one people or any one
Government possesses a monopoly over natural
regources or raw maberials, which are needed by all
peoples, there can be no basis for a world order based
on justice and on peace,



THE

ARBITRATOR

109

THE ATLANTIC CHARTER

The President of the Uniled States and the Prime
Minister, Mr. Churchill, representing his Majesty’s
Government in the United Kingdom, being met
together deem it right to make known certain common
principles in national policies of their respective coun-
tries on which they base their hopes for a better
future for the world,

Mr, Roosevelt and Mr. Churchill were accompanied
by officials of their naval, military and air services.

The following is the text of the declaration of
policy:—

(1) Their eountries seek no aggrandisement, terri-
torial or other.

{2) They desire to see no territorial changes that do
not accord with the freely expressed wishes of the
pecples concerned.

(3) They respect the right of all peoples to cheose
the form of Government under which they will live;
and they wish to see sovereign rights and self-govern-
ment restored to those who have been foreibly deprived
of them.

(4) They will endeavour, with due respect for their
existing obligations, to further the enjoyment by all
States, great or small, victor or vanquished, of access,
on equal terms, to the trade and to the raw materials
of the world which are needed for their economio
progperity.

(5) They desire to bring about fullest collaboration
bhetween all nations in the economic field, with the
object of securing for sll improved labour standards,
eeonomic advancement and social security.

(8) After the final destruction of Nazi tyranny, they
hope to see established a peace which will afford to
all nations the means of dwelling in safety within their
own boundaries, and which will afford assurance that
all the men in all the lands may live out their lives
in freedom from fear and wané.

(7} Such a peace should enable all men o fraverse
the high seas and oceans without hindrance.

(8) They believe all of the nations of the world,
for realistic as well ag spiritual reagong, must come
to the abandonment of the use of force. Since no
future peace can be maintained if land, sea or air
armaments confinue to be employed by nations which
threaten, or may threaten, aggression outside of their
frontiers, they believe, pending the establishment of a
wider and permanent system of general security, that
the disarmament of such nations iz essenfial. They
will likewise aid and encourage all other practicable
measures which will lighten for peace-loving pecples
the crushing burden of armament.

The declaration of policy was followed by a Message
to Stalin offering help to Russia from the resources of
the two countries, and suggesting that a Three-Power
Conference should be held in Moscow to decide on the
best use that ean be made of the resources which are
available. Stalin agreed; and the Conference was held
from 28 Sept.—1 October.

LIBERALS AND THE ATLANTIC GHARTER

Ab the Quarterly meeting of the Council of the
Liberal Party Organisation, the following Resolution
was moved by Lord Meston, President, and seconded
by Lt. G. C. Grey, the newly-elected Member for
Berwick-on-Tweed, and passed unanimously,

‘“ This Council of the Liberal Party Organisation
welcomes the hisforic pronouncement (¢ the Atlantic
Charter ’) issued on August 14 by the Prime Minis-
ter of Great Britain and the President of the United
States of America in definition of the joint aims of
their respective countries in the present conflict,
accepbs unreservedly the hroad principles of justice
and humanity on which it is founded, and rejoices

that they illuminate ecardinal principles of the
Liberal faith.

** Looks forward to the translation of the eighs
points of the Deeclaration into practical measures
for the hetterment of man in the international,
economic and domestic spheres, and for the safe-
guarding of the world from future wars,

“ Is inspired by the hope that the two great
English-speaking demoeracies, having now formuls-
ted their common ideals, will continue in harmonious
co-operation for the re-establishment of order and
she restoration to all peoples of that liberty of body
and soul which alone can provide the permanent
basis of peace and goodwill among the nations, and
pledges the full support of the Liberal Party in all
measures which will enable the British Common-
wegltp’ to take a worthy share in achieving those
endas,

SOCIAL SECURITY AND FULL
EMPLOYMENT

In a leading article on August 17, The Times thus
interprets the Churchill-Roogevelt declaration: The
first task of the peace-makers in Burope must be to
create a durable framework of international co-opera-
tion which will fake account of the overriding
exigencies of economic well-being and military security.
Freedom from want and freedom from fear are esgen-
tial conditions of peace because they are essential con-
ditions of a tolerable life for ordinary men and women.
Once these are secure, there can and should be the
fullest and most unqualified recognition of national
sovereignties and the right of national self-determina-
tion,

Our international policy comprises, therefore, posi-
tive and negative aims—incentives to peace and pre-
cautions against the recurrence of war. The positive
alm must be to create material conditions of life which
give the people of every country sz stake in the main-
tenance of peace, a sense that the existing order of
gociety has gome meaning for them and that they are
called on to play a full and equal part in it. ** Im-
proved labour conditions, ‘° economic advancement,
and social ‘' security "'—the last including, presum-
ably, full employment-—are rightly named in the
declaration ag elements of prime importance in this
programme. Widespread satisfaction has also been
felt at the explicit recognition that, in the pursuit of
economic well-being and rising standards of living,
thers can be no discrimination between great and
¢t amall, between victors and vanquished,
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JOINT DECLARATION OF PEACE AIMS

To the Editor

Sir,

The higtoric Declaration which was broadeast on the
14th insfant contains many satisfactory features. One
point in 1t is of exceptional importance: indeed, if it
were defined clearly and impressively, it might have
an immediate effect upon the international situation
and haster the end of hostilities.

Some people believe that world domination is His-
ler's aim. Others hold the view that the evidence
indicates that he will be well content with arrange-
ments which would assure to the German people a
fair share of the world’s opportunities and products
and 2 possibiliby of winning a prestige equal to our
own.

The fourth point of the Joint Declaration reads
thus: ** —they will endeavour, with due respect for
their existing obligations, to further the enjoyment by
all Btates, great and small, victor and vanquished,
of access, on equal terms, to the trade and raw
materials of the world which are needed for their
economic prosperity.’’ Clearly everything turns upon
the interpretation given to the three words I have
italicizsed—on equal terms. Unless and until they are
more precisely defined it is open to Hitler to sueer,
a8 he iz doing, that * equal terms * means, of course,
terms which we British will impose if we get the
chance. His sneer will fall flat if we give proof of
our sincerity and honesty of purpose.

I beliave that our Prime Minister is keenly aware
of this defect in the Declaration; he also knows that
the British voter fails to understand that we cannot
have both peace and a monopoly of judgment as to our
responsibilities to other nations. Authority to decide
in such matters must be handed over to an impartial
judicial World Organization.

Yours, ete.,
C. A. RabpicE.

[Hitler will never, anyway, until defeated. The idea that
one engaged in world conguest, and in robbing of every

vietim would be “ well content  with a * fair share” is too
ludierous for belief—Ep., THE ARBITRATOR,]

— e
THE BISHOP OF CHELMSFORD AND RUSSIA

The Bishop of Chelmsford writing in his Diocesan
Chronicle for Beptember says: “* I always wanted an
understanding with Russia. T was under no delusion
as to the wide divergence between their method of
government and our own. Nor had I in any way
changed my mind about the religious persecutions
which disfigured the Eussian Revolution,

But Russia neverthelesy compares very well indeed
with the continental countries which affect such
superiority Certainly Spain, Italy and Germaony
have a record so dark, eruel and shameful that no fair
comparison would rate Russia in the same category
with them! Russia is a country which is officially
atheistic, but which contains millions of Christians.
England iz a country which iz officially Christian, but
which contains millions of virtual atheists. 1 much
prefer FBngland to Russia as a country to live in; but
I would much rather live in Ruseia than in Spain,
Ttaly or Germany—countries which have a '* form of
godliness, but deny the power thereof.”

The Russian alliance makes our hopes of the speedy
overthrow of Germany vastly greater. 1 have often
pondered on the way in which this colossal task would
be accomplished and T found much eonsclation in the
words: '* God shall suddenly shoot at them with a
swift arrow, yea, their own tongues shall make them
to fall, so that men shall say, ¢ This hath God done’.”

THE SOVIET AND RELIGION

At a meeting of the Chamber of Commerce on Sept,
23, M. Maisky, the Bussian Ambassador, said:—

The Boviet Union further recognizes that the
internal order in each State is ite own concern. The
Soviet Union also considers that religion is a private
matber for each citizen. And here, in view of the
many misconceptions on that particular point, I would
Like to say a word or two on the religious situation in
the Soviet Union.

In spite of what is thought by so many, religion in
my country is not persecuted and every citizen has
the right to believe or not to believe, according to his
or her own conscience.  Article 124 ot the Stalin
Constitution reads:—

‘ In order to ensure to citizens freedom of con-
scrence, the Church in the U.B.8.R. is separated from
the Btate and the School from the Church. Freedom
of religious worship and freedom of anti-religious
propagands is recognized for all citizens.”’

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

This article is quite clear, and it is by no means a
dead letter. Indeed, in 1940, in the Soviet Union
there were over 30,000 independent religious commun-
ities of every kind, over 8,000 churches, and about
60,000 priests and ministers of religion. Believers
practise their religions freely, they frequent services,
they marry in church, christen their children, have
religious funerals, celebrate religious festivals, elect
leaders of their congregations. The Soviet Govern-
ment did not, and does nof, support any one religion
in the Soviet Union, but he puts at their disposal fres
of rent premises for religious observance, exempting
all such premises from taxation. Soviet courts of law
punish those who violate the rights of believers,
Priests and ministers of religion enjoy equal rights with
all other eitizens, in particular, they enjoy electoral
rights to the Supreme Soviet and all other electoral
institutions of the Saviet Union.

POSITION OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH

The Orthodox Church has the largest number of
followers and is divided at the present time into two
chief gsections: ** The New Church ©* and ** The Old
Church,”” each of which has its own headguarters in
Moseow. “ The New Church '’ is headed by the
Metropolitan Vitali, the **Old Chur " *’ is headed by the
Metropolitan Sergins, who at the same time also per-
forms the functions of Patriarch. ‘“The Old Church™
extends its influence also to other countries, in
particular, to the United States, Tt is represented
there by Exarch of the Moseow Patriarch, Metropolitan
Benjamin. In addition, there are various other
groups and denominations in the Soviet Union, such as
Old Believers, Evangelists, Seventh Day Adventists,
&:.  Many of these denominations also have their
headquarters in Moscow. In general there is a con-
siderable variety in the religious life of the Soviet
Union, and no obstacles are put in the way of their
activities, so long as they rvemain in their natural
sphere of their human conscience and faith.

I would like to mention here that in the new Polish
Army which is being created now on the territory of
the Soviet Union, Roman Catholic chaplains are
admitted to administer to the Forces, in accordance
with the wishes of the Polish High Cormmand.

THE OTHER SIDE

The Rev. J. H. Rushbrooke, President of the Baptist World
Alliance, writes in The Times of September 30:

“1 cherish the hope and desire that friendly and close
co-operation between this country and Russia may become
permanent. Why is freedom of propaganda restricted to
anti-religious? Why, when an earlier constifution allowed
freedom of propaganda for or against religion, was one of






