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POWER: THE CURSE OR THE

BLESSING
& 8 the war spreads its tentacles over the earth

its wickedness grows more and more appalling.
Power gendered in hate and ambition, exploit-
ing distress, built up by mob violence and terrorigm,
maintained hy spying, poisoning the minds of child-
ren, using treachery, muliiplying traitors, rewarding
assassing and penalising innocence, substituting plun-
der for exchange and robbery for trade, tyranny for
justice and slavery for freedom, first within Germany,
now over Europe, is furning this beautiful earth into
& hideous hell. What is still worse, it is changing
human heings into brutes more cruel and savage than
beasts of prey.
EQUITABLY SHARED POWER
Power shared equitably among men involves respon-
sibility to men as individuals and to society, each to
all and all to each. So shared it makes evident their
interdependence, which, when realised, leads by a per-
fectly natural process to mutual help or co-operation,
to friendship and in due course to love. Whatever the
blunders made in efforts o reach it, the ultimate aim
of every frue democrat is a society in which every
individual shares equitably in the God given resources
of nature, with equal opportunity to use them for his
own and others’ good, but none to exploit them at
others’ expense for his own profit. Such a society
would resolve all the differences between individualism
and collectivism, confer equal freedom on all, deny
fyranny to any and constitute a true democracy,
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ONE MAN POWER

Power unconirolled, moncpolised by one man or
one class, nation or race can never mean other than
what it means to-day in the hands of the German
Fuehrer. Hitler is its present-day incarnation, he and
the Hitlerettes who betray their fellow countrymen
in hope, under him, of becoming local Hitlers them-
selves. Bo from the Equator to the North Cape, from
Mid-Atlantic to the Black 8ea, Furope and Africa are
deluged in blood, strewn with corpses, their cities
devastated, their people made helots and submerged
in misery, in order that Hitler may brag, the quis-
lings may quisle and the Germans may thieve the
food, starve the bodies and destroy the souls of popu-
lations whose only crime is their desire for peace and
their refusal to submit.

AN ORGY OF KILLING

Already the war has spread to Western Asia, whilst
in Eastern Aria like action by the Japan military caste
has produced like resulis over a vasi aresa of China
and a period of nine years. As each country is
enslaved her people are compelled by forced labour,
starvation, the whip and the bludgeon to forge her
own chains with her own materials and o help her
conqueror to conquer others. Now, by an act of
treachery unparalleled in magnitude but paralleled
in perfidy by those he has already commit-
ted, without a moment’s notice, at the very
time when his ambassador was assuring Moscow
of hig friendship, Hitler has attacked Russia and added
her 180 millions to the multitude of his actual and
hoped for victims. He has also committed an aet of
war upon America in American waters. Should
America come in practically the whole earth will be-
come a huge slaughter house and no country, however
remote, will escape the killers, just as no neutral now
escapes suffering from quarrels not its own.

The ocutlook for human life is appalling. A few
years more of this and it would become dehumanised.
But it cannot last. It bears in itself the seeds of
dissolution. Tyranny can cow; it cannot kill the soul.
The duty of stemrning and rolling back the deluge of
decadence has fallen to the lot of the English speak-
ing peoples.  BSpite of temporary checks and local
defeats, with courage, patience and persistence we
cannot fail if we ** keep the faith in unity of spirit *
and revive the hopes and unite the efforts of those in
all countries now writhing under Nazi and Fascist
tyranny. The way may be long, the loss and suffering
great, but the tide will turn, and if our leaders aban-
don revenge and debermine on justice, liberty may
yet be not only restored where lost, but widened fo
eover the earth, including places and peoples that
never yet knew it. Mr. Churchill ended his remark-
able speech to the statesmen assembled in 8f. James’
Palace ‘* Lift up your hearts. All will come right.
Qut of the depths of sorrow and sacrifice will be born
again the glory of mankind.”” That glory can live
only in the souls of free men. And the freedom must
be deeper and wider than merely not having to take
orders. For civilisation involves law and order.

Loyalty and service are of the esgence of democratic
citizenship.
FREE CITIZENS OR HELOTS

Whatever its origin this war has evolved into a
struggle between force used to enslave and force
used to enfranchise, between meaking free men helots
and making helots citizens, between depriving men of
power to improve their lot and endowing them with
that power.

Much as we deplore the use of force, its use in
defence of freedom has been compelled by the action
of the dictators. Their forece can be defeated only by
force. * They that take the sword shall perish by
the sword.”” There can be no compromise between
them and us any more than between light and dark-
ness, good and evil. TUntil the control of force has
been wrested from them and vested in some world
suthority as a trust for the good of mankind and the
crushing of peace breaking individuals and nations
wherever aud whenever they arise, the peoples of the
world can never achieve permanent peace, which slone
can make possible the defeat of hate and triumph of
goodwill as the motive governing infernational
relations.

War is hell. To call any war holy seems a contra.
diction in terms. But the cause of human freedom
is boly. If this can be won only by using all the
means available, of which material force is one, to neg-
lect it would insure defeat and be treason to the cause.
If the cause can sanctify the means this is a holy
war, which must and will be won.—#H.6.c.

THE NEW POLAND

The Polish State set up after the last grest war
contained more minority races than Poles and the
record of their treatment of minorities, not only Jews
but Galicians, Ukrainians and White Russians, was
black, That the spirit of domination lives in some
Poligh circles, even in this time of their exile and their
humiliation, has been shown by recent anti-Semitic
articles published by them in England. Nothing could
alienate English sympathy so much ag the feeling that
liberty restored to the Poles would be used to deny it
to Jews or to other non-Poles who might live within
Polish boundaries.

The leaders who constitute the exiled government
realise this and are determined to prevent the return
of pre-war conditions. Here is their latest pronocunce-
meni, which it s well t0 have on record when the
New Order in Europe iz set up. * In accordance with
the sincerely democratic policy of the Government,
the principle of ‘ equal obligations, equal rights * will
prevail in future Poland for all citizens irrespective
ol nationality, race and religion. This is the attitude
of the Polish Government, which regards the practis-
ing of any anti-Semitic policy as harmful.”’—8.6.¢

el

94,578 Bombed Civilians

Civilian air-raid casualties from January 1, 1940, to
the end of June last were 41,900 killed and 52,678
imjured and in hospital.



THE

ARBITRATOR 99

NOTES AND COMMENTS

A Trump Card A correspondent in the Manchester

for the Guardian points out that the dec-
Democragies, laration ot President Roosevelt on
Negro Jabour m the United States is a timely reminder
that the United States is forging ahead on a new
policy in regard to the Negro. * One of the main
causes of the change and breakdown of prejudices,”
he says, ** is the economie factor. The war will give
to the Negro emancipation. Yo get the maximum
output America will have to make concessions to the
Negro. These will come to stay and will torm a step
forward in the struggle lor recognition, The Negro
wants the chance to stand not behind the white man
but by his side. The background of American life was
that the Negro must be kept down. That is dying.
The film and the wireless are opening avenues to the
Negro. More is being heard all over the world of the
Negro professional man and woman. The quiet in-
dustrizal storcism of the Negro workers is dawning upon
us,

** The democracies have a trump card against Hitler
if they care to use it. Their peace aims can include
a rallying cry to all the subject races of the earth.
Those of us who remember the attitude of the Nazis
to the coloured athletes at the Olympic games In
Berlin know how little the so-called * subject races ’
have to expect from Nagidom."’

More about
Reprisals,

Addressing the Upper House of
Convocation at  Westminster on
Wednesday, May 8th, Dr. Lang,
Archbishop of Canterbury, said there was danger thaf
just wndignation might lose its moral strength by de-
generating into mere vindictive passion, Omne of the
signs of this was the demand in certain quarters, pro-
voked by the indisecriminate bombing of the civil
population, that the same ruthless treatment should
be inflicted upon the enemy’s country. It was very
natural and human, but it ought not to be allowed to
prevail. It was ong thing to bomb military objectives
and to eripple war industries, and in so doing it might
be impossible to avoid inflicting loss and suffering on
many civilians, but it was a very different thing to
adopt the infliction of such loss and suffering as a de-
liberate policy. Sueh a policy would mean a waste
of resources; it would not shorten the war; it would
not urge the German people to clamour that war
should cease; and it would not lessen, but only in-
crease, the savagery of German atbacks upon our-
selves.

* In any such competition with the enemy we are
bound to lose, for there are some limits below which
we could not fall without viclating the hest and old-
est instinets of British, character. . . . I do not believe
that the great majority of British folk even in the
bombed areas really want such a policy, and it is to0
be hoped that the Government, some of whose mem-
bers have been using disquieting language, will resist
any pressure and make it clear that thev will adhere
to what was once declared to be their own policy. . . .
Let us {adapting the famous phrase of Edmund Burke)
* gtrive so to be patriots as not to forget that we are
Christians.” ™’

A Delightful
Prospect.

In The Times of June 10th, their
special correspondent gives a sum-
mary of an article in Zeitschrift fur
Geo-politic by Professor Karl Haushofer, which fore-
casts the New Europe of Hitler’s aims. Following are
extracts. which we quote without comment:—** Euro-
pean industrial and agricultural production would be
planned, requlated, and conirolled from Berlin. and

both the European inter-State and inter-continental
trade would be managed by a wmullilateral clearing
system. Each Buropean State would be required to
produce what Berlin stipulated, the execution of the
programme being left to each individual Government:
all the Btates would pool their surplus commodities
and each would obtain in exechange part of the surplus
of other States, No subjugated Sfate would be able
to exchange anylhing cxcept what it was told to pro-
duce; the division of the pool would be at the dis-
cretion of Germany. The leadership and management
of the whole Continent would be under the Reich . . .
The Reich would exercise the first choice over avail-
able surpluses; no further industrialization outside
(termany is to be permitted. . . . . Any country that
wanted to trade with Europe would he obliged to
grant (ermany political concessions—for example, to
admit, uncensored and unhampered, German films,
literature, and newspapers,”

The Bishop of Chelm<ford has called
attention to an important omission
in the declaration generally known
as the Pope’s Five Points which have received the
approval of other Chureh leaders. The Bishop's ex-
pression of regret that there is no mention of the first
prineiple of Christian liberty—the right to believe and
worship as conscience may dictate—will be heartily
shared by great multitudes of people who sre supply-
ing the moral force in the warfare against the pagan
hosts of Hitler. Especially will this be the case in
the United States. If this point of view is adequately
pressed forward and the Pope can be got to accept it
the final result may be to eliminate many controversies
which do no good either to civilization in general or
Christignity in particular.

Post-War Travel In these days when progressive
Conditions, minds are trying to visualize the
conditions of the new dJemocratic
world order to come inte being after the war, it is
only natural to speculate what will be the effect of the
development of new centreg of industrial activity in
various parts of the Empire. It seems as though that
will inevitably involve considerable movements of popu-
lation accentuated by the hold-up of travel during
hostilities. If some types of work are slack in Great
Britain, a move will be made to the Dominions and,
in view of the need of peopling the big open spaces
with a healthy minded population, the Government
in power should see that transport facilities at reason-
able rates are provided. There can be no doubt that
in the past a great deal of emigration has been re-
tarded by the fact that people of small means leaving
our shores have to sav ** Goodbye ’’ to many dear
friends for life. With cheap Government transport it
need be only ‘‘ au revolr ©’ for a year or two. In a
new world order we shall need not only fluidity of trade
but fluidity of transport, The human as well as the
economic element must be taken into consideration

o

An Important
Omission.

“ The appsrently insurmountable is surmounted:
the impossible iz passed: the unbearsble iz borne.
In the face and in the midst of every untoward ex-
perience, big or little, one ought to learn fo say—
‘ This, too. will pass.” Such an attitude helps to
win s smile from sorrow and io bring from a Geth-
semane an improved sense of humour. It pushes away
the momentary tear with the laughter of everlasting
courage and the joy of an invincible soul.”’—Dr. O. Z.
Ha’nish. a savant of Iran.
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THE TRIPARTITE PACT

Gerniauy, ltaly und Japan signed a ten-year Pact
in Berlin on Friday, September 27, 1940, The terms
of the Pact were announced by the German news ser-
vice as tollows: —

1, Japan recognises snd respects the leadership of
Germany and I'tuly in the ** new order ' in Kurope.

2. Germeny and Italy recognise and respect
Japan's leadership in the ‘* Greater Asiatic living
space,”’

3. (ermany and ltaly and Japan agree to support
each other if any one of the three is attacked by a
country which is not at present engaged in either the
European conflict or the Bino-Japanese wur,

4. They agree to appoint immediately technical
commissions eomposed of members appointed by the
three Governwments to establish details for joint co-
operation and consultation,

5. Germany, Italy and Japan solemnly declare
that this agreement will in no way affect the political
status existing at present between any one of the three
countries on the one hand and the U.S.S.R. on the
other.

6. This three-Power Pact comes into effect to-day
and iz to remain in force for a period of ten years
from this date. If any one of the three parfies should
desire it, reasonable notice before expiry must be
given for discussion regarding an extension.

-

TURCO-GERMAN TREATY

According to a German announcement, a treaty of
iriendship wss signed by Turkey and Germany in
Apkhara, on 18th June, 1941, by Sarajogln and von
Papen, their plenipotentiaries,

*“ The German Heich and the Republic of Turkey,
inspired by the desire to place the relations of their
two countries on the basis of mutual trus. and sincere
friendship, within the limits of the present comnit-
ments of both countries ' have agreed that:—

Article 1.—Germany and Turkey bind themselves
mutually to respect the integrity and inviolability
of their national territory and not to resort to any
measures, direct or indirect, aimed at their treatw
partner.

Article 2,—Germany and Turkey bind themselves
in future in all questions touching their common
interests to meet in friendly contact in order to
reack an understanding on the treatment of such
questions.

Article 3.—The above treaty will be ratified and
the doduments of ratification will be duly ex-
changed in Berlin. The treaty comes into force
from the day of signature and will be valid for a
peried of ten years. The parties concluding the
treaty will, at the time specified, come to an under-
standing on the prolongation.

M.G. Weekly, 20 June, 1941.

il

ATTACKS ON HOSPITAL SHIPS

An official statement gives the names of British
hospital ships which have been attacked by the enemy.
All these hospital ships and hospital carriers, it is
stated, carried the proper distinguishing marks and
fully cemplied with the requirements of The Hague
Convention {No. X) of 1899 and 1907. They had heen
duly notified to the enemy Governments in accordance
with Article 1 of these (Conventions.

These attacks, all of which took place under condi-
tions which clearly enabled the enemy to recognize
the targets at which she was aiming, leave no doubt
that the enemy armed forces completely and deliber-

ately disregard the immunity recognized by all civilized
nations as due to ships whose only function is to suc-
cour the wounded—an immunity which has been
affirmed by subsequent international ngreement,
The names of the ships mentioned are:—Atlantis,
Maid of Kent, Brighton, Paris, 5t. Julien, 8t, Andrew,
St. David, Isle of Guerngey, 5t. Dinard, Worthing,
Vita I, Karapara, and Aba.—The Times, 11-7-41.

TOWARDS FEDERATION

The first important cutline oif a proposed new Cen-
tral Europe has been drawn by Dr. Hubert Ripka,
the Foreign Minister of the provisional Czecho-Slovak
Government in this country.

He sketches his plan in the ' Central Furopean
Observer,” nowadays published in London and cir-
culating extensively in Britain, the Dominions and
the United States.

Dr. Ripka, while recognising that there are ** very
many unknown and unpredictable factors,”” proposes
a Confederation of small States from the Baltic to the
Agesn on these foundations:

1. It could comprise only nations genuinely
free and able to set up joint administrative
machinery by free agreement.

2. Each State would waive an equal amount of
sovereignty, and to avoid any State having a pre-
ponderance over the rest, no neighbouring Great
Power should jein,

8. The Confederation should be directed by joint
administrative bodies on which all Member States
would have an equal number of delegates.

4. As a number of Central FEuropean GStates
repudiate monarchical form of government. any
creation of a joint monarchy is excluded.

5. The internal regimes should be established
on the same democratic prineiples, since it would
not be possible to set up a Confederation between
a feudal State, a democratic State, and a State
under police rule.

6. The Baltic- Bgean Confederation weuld need
to be part of a larger European confederation.

The Minister suggests that the Balkan region ight
be a special confederation on a smaller scale and that
steps should he discussed for the closest co-operation
between the Dsanube States—Crechoslovakia, Aus-
tria, Hungary and Rumania.—The Star, 2-6-41.

INTERNATIONAL PEACE BUREAU

To the Rt. Hon. C. W. Bowerman.

Dear President,—We read in the Jan.-March issue
of the Arbitrator of the death of Mr. John Jov, vour
late Chairman, who succeeded our much appreciated
friend John Morgan. We deeply regret this depar-
ture, which means surely a great loss to the Interna.
tional Arbitration League. We have not forgotten our
good old friend Mr. Maddison with whom we enter-
tained for so many years the most cordial relations.
Mr. John Joy attended our Congress at Locarno and
his collaboration was very much appreciated.

Please ask vour Committee to accept the expression
of our sincere sympathy and of our friendship.

Tn the name of the Tnternational Peace Bureau,

H. Goray (General Becretary}.

P.8.—1 cannot close my letter without adding a few
words of sympathy and admirstion for your splendid
country, who is just writing the most hercic page of its
history. Long live England, ever live England. The
future of the Christian civilisation depends on her
victory.—H.G.

Geneva, 12th May, 1941.
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SECURITY

At a remarkable gathering in St. Jame’s Palace, on
June 14th, the first of its kind, every Government
allied with us in the present war, nine in gll, pledged
itself by vote of its representative, in most cases its
Prime Minister, to the following three point Resolution:

The following is the text of the Resolution adopted
by the meeting :

“The Governments oif the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Canada, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and South Africa, the Government
of Belgium, the Provisional Czechoslovak Govern-
ment, the Governments of Greece, Luxemburg, the
Netherlands, Norway, Poland and Jugoslavia, and the
representatives of Gen. de Gaulle, leader of TFree
Frenchmen, engaged together in the fight against ag-
gression, are resolved:

‘“ That they will confinue the struggle against
German or Italian oppression until vietory is won,
and will mutually assist each other in this struggle to
the utmost of their respective capacities,

‘* That there can be no settled peace and prosperity
so long as free peoples are coerced by violence into
submission to domination by Germany or her asso-
ciates, or live under the threat of such coercion.

'* That the only true basis oi enduring peace is the
willing ec-aperation of free peoples in a world in which,
relieved of the menace of aggression, all may enjoy
economic and social security; and that it is their in-
tention to work together, and with other free peoples,
both in war and peace to this end.”’

The Resolution was proposed by the British Prime
Minister, spoken to by a representative of each Gov-
ernment, and carried unanimously.

It will be noted that the pledge is for not only
mutual asgistance in winning the war, but for co-
operation n establshing * economic and <ocial
security ”’ after the war,

-

THE COMING DEMOCRATIC AGE

At an open air demonstration at Leeds on Saturday,
July 5, Mr. Eden, Poreign Secretary, said, among
other things :—

While fighting the hated new order imposed on their
European vietims by Hitler and his Gestapo, we must
begin to faghion a truly new order for Europe, for our-
selves, and for all who will freely join it.

It is our privilege to be the hosts and comrades in
arms of all those nations assembled on British soil who
have experienced the tyranny and oppression of the
enemy. I6 is not in Berlin or Rome that we see the
making of a new Europe. It is here in Britain that
we must lay the foundations of a new BEurope. We
have made 2 beginning with this task at the meetings
of the Allied Governments in London. It is our
intention to persist in thizs work and to develop if,
informng fully at every step the great republic of the
United States, upon whom the future of mankind so
much depends.

A dual task confronts us, to win the war and win
the peace. We seek no material gain, we pursue no
selfish ambition. We claim neither territory nor

rize. We have but one aim, to break the power of
the tyrant Hitler so that the nations may be free to work
together to build a saner, happier world in security and
at peace.

To this end we dedicate our work and our lives. Tf
we have eourage and faith we shall not fail.

MORE ABOUT WAR AND PEACE AIMS

On Thursday, May 29th, Mr. Eden, Foreign Secre-
tary, delivered at the Mansion House, a speech
evidently most carefully prepared and with all the
weight of the Cabinet behind it. Amongst other

things he said these extracts will be of greatest interest
to our readers :—

SOCIAL SECURITY

Social security must be the first object of our
domestic policy after the war.  And social security
will be our policy abroad not less than at home, It
will be our wish to work with others to prevent the
starvation of the post-armistice period, the currency
disorders throughout Llurope, and the wide Auctua-
tions of employment, markets, and prices which were
the cause of s0 much misery in the 20 years between
the two wars.

FOREIGN TRADE

Let no one suppose that we for our part intend
to reburn to the chaos of the old world. To do so
would bankrupt us no less than others, When peace
comes we shall make such relaxations of our war-time
financial arrangements as will permit the revival of
internaticnal trade on the widest possible basis. We
shall hope to see the development of a system of inter-
national exchange in which the frading of goods and
services will be the central feature.

ECONOMIC REGRGANISATION

No one can suppose that the economic reorganisa-
tion of Europe atter the Allied vicbory will be an easy
task. But we shall not shirk our opportunity and our
responsibility to bear our share of the burdens.  The
peaceful brotherhood of nations, with due liberty fo
each to develop its own balanced economic life and
its characteristic culture, will be the common object.
But it is the transition to this end which presents the
problem. It is the establishment of an international
economie system, capable of translating the technical
possibilities of production into actual plenty, and
maintaining the whole population in a continuocus
fruitful activity, which is difficult.

INTERDEPENDENCE INEVITABLE

It would be short-sighted to regard Hitler's
astonishing military eareer merely as a pathological
symptom of a limitless personal or national ambition,
It also expresses an irrefutable and irrevocable fact
—the growing interdependence of pecples. This is a
fact which will not be altered by the defeat, however
crushing, of Hitler or of Germany. The division of
Europe into a chequer-board of independent and
isolated units has ceased to work. Independence was
effective only so long as it earried with it the right of
neutrality—the option to withdraw behind one’s own
fence while one’s neighbours fought out their quarrels.
Totalitarian war has destroyed the fences of all save
those few—if, indeed, any remain—who are sfrong
and wealthy enough to make them impregnable with
the immensely powerful and expensive eontrivances of
mechanized warfare.

Neutrality as practised by small European countries
down to 1914—the condition of their privileged status
—has ceased to exist. The choice between conquest
and interdependence has been imposed on them by
the stern exigencies of military seience. In any
future settlement, freedom and order can be made
secure only in so far as they are guaranteed by the
reality of power and by the will to use it.

The Times, 5-7-41.
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THE BASIS OF A CONSTRUCTIVE POLICY

A statement has been issued by the National Peace
Couneil, which embraces fifty national organisations
in Great Britain, including not only the major peace
gocieties, but importany religicus, industrial and
educational bodies. The statement is too long for our
space, but we give its most important points ang will
send a full copy on receipt of 1d. for postage.

A NEW INTERNATIONAL ORDER

The new invernational order must, we believe, have
three major features:—

(1} It must be based upon & commeon standard of
social values—a new charter of human rights and
obligations 1o be applied to all peoples irrespective
ot ruce or nationality, class or creed.

(2} 1t must establish a new international econonne
suthority (to be developed from existing agencies
where these are serviceable) charged with the
responsibility of raising the general standard of
living and for this purpose of securing a more equit-
able distribution of raw materials to meet the prim-
ary needs of mankind., It must as a coroilary
libernte the peoples in ecolonial areas from exploita-
tion and poverty.

(3) It must create a system of political co-oper-
ation for the world community based upon far-

resching modifications of national sovereignty, and
involving the setting up of an international authority
having among other tasks the responsibility of effect-
ing a progressive world disarmament and of con-
trolling in the meantime such armaments as may
remain.
A NEW S0CIAL ORDER

It is essential to promote a programme of domestic
social change which has as its central objectives:

(1) A monetary system which makes finance and
eredit the servant and not the master of the com-
munity, and establishes the satisfuction of human
need as the governing factor in production ang
distribution,

(2) The effective social control of the land and
other principal means of production—especially
those which tend to be monopolistic.

{8} The highest standard of life which the pro-
ductive resources of the commumity make possible
for all its citizens.

f4) A system of education making full educational
opportunity available to all members of the
community.

CHRISTIAN SOCIAL PRINCIPLES

The Archbishop of York, Dy, Temple, in a broadcast
last night, gave this four-point definition of Christian
socal principles:—

Property is necessary to fullness of personal life, and
this is its justification.

The life of every individual iz within the fellowship
of the community, and property divorced from all
gocial function or service forfeits that justifieation,

The mere lending of money should not be a means
of sequiring control aver another man or his activities,
and the interest payable, if any, should be propor-
tioned to the service rendered, not to the relative
strength and weakness of the parties to the transaction.

Commerce should be an exchange at fair prices for
the benefit of both parties and of the community
generally—not a rivalry in which each séeks to buy
cheap and to sell dear.

The Timesg., B-T-4A1.

RECENT PROGRESS IN SOCIAL
CONDITIONS

A quotasion trom the current issue of Peace Aims:

11 18 8 mistake to imagine that ** democratic regen-
eration '’ has to start trom scrateh. ‘Lhe degree of
social responsibility now taken by the British
Gtovernment for tts citizens has already become very
great (as Mr. J. R. Clynes remmded us in hig timely
pawrphlet ** When 1 Hemember *": Macoullan, 3d.).
Not only were social conditions on the whole much
worse & quarter of a century ago; smce the start of
the present war, a number of important steps have
been taken. Workmen's Compensation benefits;
unemnpioyment benetit and assistance scales; not to
mention family and dependants’ allowances and pen-
sions tor the fighting services and civilian war com-
pensation, huve been increagsed. The notoriously un-
sabistactory ‘* family means test ** has been virtually
abolished in favour of a far more defensible ‘‘personal™
means test; the exceptions coming at a high enough
income point to involve no veal hardship (see the
Commons debate of Feb. 13). A remarkable scheme
of State Comnpensation and Insurance for war damage
has seb a turther precedent for the general principle of
not leaving the individual to face his materal mis-
fortunes unaided. * Blackecoated ** workers earning
from £250 to £420 a year have been brought into the
Unemployment Insurance Scheme. Free and sub-
sidised milkk and school meals have heen extended.
The agricultural worker has been secured a weekiy
minimum wage of 48s. and sn increase in unemploy-
ment benefits. The bad old system of casual labour
at the docks has been replaced by a scheme ensuring
regular employment, a guaranteed wage and weekly
pay. The Merchant Marine has been given a new
seamen’s charter guaranteeing continuity of employ-
ment, longer leave on pay, and payment of wages while
awaiting appointment to a ship. All these measures
are stages to what Mr. Bevin meant when he told
the Rotary Club luncheon on Nov. 20, 1940, that
““ My wuar aims are summed up in the phrase: the
motive of our life should be soeial security ""-—and
added that fo begin now to weave this principle into
the economic life of the country ““ would be the best
answer to Hitler.”

r—————— el .

CHINA'S EXTRA-TERRITORIAL RIGHTS

* Long range ~* plans by the United States for the
relinquishment of her Extra-territarial rights in China
on the restoration of peace have been disclosed in a
letter to Prr. Quo Tai-Chi, the Chinese Foreign
Minister and former Ambassador in London.  Mr.
Hull wrote that the United States’ intention was ‘' in
confinuation of the steps already taken towards meet-
ing China's aspirations for the readjustment of
anomalies in its international relations.”

Pr. Quo Tai-Chi, in a letter of thanks to My, Hull,
dated May 26, stated that he hoped that eventually
the world conditions would permit of the creation of
freer international trade and bronder culbural
exchanges between nations. He expressed the
Chinese (Government’s intention of effecting ** the
fullest application of those principles in its own
economy and its politieal and econnmic relations with
ather countries.””

Britain, too, hag promised to negotiate for the aboli-
tion of Extra-territorial rights in China when peace is
restored (savs an Associated TPress message from
Chungking). The British assurances were contained
in an exchange of notes between Sir Archibald Kerr,
British Ambassador to China, and Mr. Quo Tai-Chi,
Chinese Foreign Minister.






