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"THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME"
LITTLE more light on the war and peace
aims animating our Government's policy
found expression in Lord Halifax's speech to

the American Pilgrims. He pointed to the ideal of
a community or family of nations, with America and
Britain at their head "to promote the common interest
in the greatest possible interchange of goods and ser-
vices." He spoke of " the urgent need for economic
co-operation " and added " we are ready to take part
in plans to promote it on a world-wide scale," because
" in many respects the world must be treated in
future as a single whole."

Shortly, the world, or such parts as are willing, is
to be organised politically and economically so as to
distribute equitably raw materials and manufactures,
to break down political and trade barriers, thus to
ensure mutual trust and help in place of suspicion
and hostile action between the co-operating peoples,
and by security and unhindered exchange to reduce
the cost of goods and raise the standard of life of the
common people everywhere.

Fellowship in suffering has evoked sympathy
between the victims of Nazi attack. Will it long
survive recovery after the war? Or will old rivalries
revive when danger is over and prosperity returns?
The time to prevent that is now.

CONTINENTAL DESIRES FOB POST-WAR CO-OPERATION

Significant acts and words show that others besides
British and Americans are seeking and promising
after-war co-operation.
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Mr. Churchill's offer of a common citizenship to
France on the eve of her collapse must not be for-
gotten. It may fructify yet when Prance is free.

The Polish and Czecho Slovak governments are pre-
paring a scheme for a future federation " with a view
to its extension to other nations in the same part of
Europe."

Speaking to the Koyal Empire Society on March 3rd,
Prince Bernhard of the Netherlands said: " I believe
that the influence of our present brotherhood in arms
may reach far beyond the war issue of the moment."

That sentiment should be capiialised and co-ordina-
ted while the fighting is on, so that agreed plans may-
be ready just when its need is most felt. Lord Hali-
fax spoke not as a private person, but as a represen-
tative of his nation. Mr. Churchill refuses " to pro-
duce a catalogue of war aims and peace aims." But
his colleague's speech, now published as a white paper,
pledges the whole government; and it is vital that his
words bear a definite meaning for the world-wide
audience to whom it was broadcast.

" Tile greatest possible interchange of goods and
services " can be brought about only by removal of
all obstacles to such interchange within countries
and especially between countries. If words have
meaning this means free trade. Why not say so?
He who wills the end must will and use the means.

Raw materials are natural resources, the gift of
nature to all mankind, all included in the economic
term land, their one and only source. Their equitable
distribution is impossible so long as willing workers can
be excluded from huge areas held by individuals for
pleasure, profit or speculation, thus preventing others
from using, or allowing use only on terms of tribute
that leave labourers only a bare subsistence.

THE MOST PROLIFIC CAUSES OF WAR

These two things, trade harriers and land monopoly
(with the monopolies they breed) are the most prolific
of all the causes of class war within and military war
between states. Their removal would turn serfs into
free men and make political boundaries meaningless,
save as administrative areas. With democratic free-
dom to produce and exchange populations could choose
their location and employment with the certainty of
possessing what they produce, the plunderer would be
powerless and the people's peace secure. Such a pros-
pect, held out as the ultimate aim for which victory
is sought, would inspire the prayers and efforts of the
unprivileged everywhere, which the bitter opposition
of the privileged would not defeat, but only delay.
It is, to use Mr. Churchill's words, " their just and
true inheritance." If our government " are ready
to take part in plans to promote it on a world-wide
scale," why not plan for and begin here at home
now? Aspiration is good; but example is best.

II.G.C.

THE DEPUTY FUEHRER S FLIGHT
The most startling event since the war began is the flight

of RUDOLPH HESS, Hitler's most intimate colleague, who
dropped by parachute from an unloaded Messerschmidt 110
plane into Scotland, and gave himself up to a Scottish
ploughman on Saturday, May 10th.

Up to the time of going to press the meaning of this
move is merely a matter of surmise. It is clearly an escape
from something in the Nazi ranks which either has hap-
pened or is known by the fugitive as likely to happen.

Has Hitler's most trusting and most trusted friend lost
his leader's confidence, or lost faith in his leader and
his leader's cause? If not, why flee the country of which
he was Deputy Fuehrer to throw himself on the mercy of
the only country that threatens the Fuehrer's overthrow.

" The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel," and Hess
knows his Hitler.

HITTING BACK
The war drags its weary length along with its toll

of suffering, misery and murder. Already it has lasted
twenty months and the end is not in sight. Its cost
and destructiveness grow as each combatant increases
munitions and mobilises men and women to destroy
the lives and works of its opponents. Great centres
of population London, Berlin. Liverpool, Hamburg,
Coventry, Cologne present scenes of bombed desola-
tion where before were products of human industry,
factories, hospitals, shops, homes that took genera-
tions to build up reduced in a minute to hideous
heaps of rubble.

The difference between the havoc wrought by Ger-
man and by British bombs is that the former is indis-
criminate, the other selective. Hitler aims by terrorism
and mass murder to subdue us to his will. We aim by
selection to destroy his means by which mass minder
is committed.

Whereas here civilian victims are many and intended
in Germany they are comparatively few because un-
intended. During the seven months September to
March inclusive the number of our civilians maimed
and murdered was 70,753 and 28,000 of them women
and nearly 7,000 children. The result is an outcry by
hysterical correspondents in hysterical newspapers
demanding that we adopt Nazi savagery and debase
ourselves to the Nazi level by butchering German
civilians and destroying German homos.

That would mean diverting to persons, many of
them as innocent as ourselves, the hate now directed
against Nazism, from which they suffer more than
we, and which some day they will help us to destroy.
Outside Germany, German anti-Nazis are helping
already; inside, though silenced, they are organising
with the same abject. To hate an evil principle, to
destroy an evil system is good. To hate fellow
humans, even bad ones, is evil. No peace conceived
in hate can be just; and any treaty based on hate will
make for more war, despite any safeguards devised
to prevent it.

Aping Nazism would not hasten victory nor bring
peace. It may well postpone the one and prevent the
other. If we became like Nazis what hope could
there be for its victims. They may well fear that
our victory would only change their tyrants, which
would turn their hope into despair and quell aspira-
tion in acquiescence. But the very contrast of our
conduct with Hitler's may well raise the hopes
and stimulate the help of all non-Nazis in all the
enslaved countries, not least in Germany itself, and
thus undermine his power and hasten his downfall.

H.G.C.
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NOTES AND COMMENTS
The Weapon of

Propaganda

One of the most striking features
oi the present war is the tremen
dous extent to which the weapon

of propaganda has been employed. It is extremeh
doubtful whether sufficient efforts have been made in
this country to meet the situation. As Commander
King-Hall said in a recent letter " There is no chief
of the Genera] Staff on the psychological front." Now
that a reconstruction of our educational system seems
inevitable surely that will be a good opportunity to
widen the outlook of the younger generation. The
blatant jingoism that has tinged some of our history
teaching in the past will have to go and narrow
nationalism will have to give place to a more generous
and sympathetic concern for the good of mankind as a
whole. Greater attention should be paid to the teach-
ing of foreign languages and the time seems to have
arrived when " Citizenship " should be included in the
obligatory subjects for many university degrees. It is
satisfactory to find discussion groups being formed in
various parts of the country and that efforts are being
made to improve Army education. As might be ex-
pected there is a dislike of that kind of thing in certain
quarters but the example and quality of Cromwell's
New Model Army should not be forgotten. They
fought for what they believed and knew why they
believed it. The extra-mural work of some of the
University Colleges in regard to international politics
is worthy of all the support that can be given it and
should not be allowed to die down when the impetus
given it 'by war conditions ceases to be applied.

Italy's Problems ^ Times correspondent sets out
and Policv ver.y clearly some of the difficulties

which Italy has had to face and
which Mussolini so adroitly exploited to bring his
country, with such disastrous effects into the war.
The writer, after pointing out that Italy had to main-
tain an ever-increasing population in a country it had
outgrown, says that a scarcity of natural resources
and advantages prevented a solution on the lines of
large-scale industrialisation as adopted elsewhere.
Emigration offered only a partial remedy. He sums up
the situation by saying: " The few scraps of useful
land wrested with enormous sacrifices from the wastes
of Africa are being lost. The precious, most bitterly
earned savings of a nation devoid of natural riches
have been squandered on disproportionate armaments,
now proving worse than useless. If any popular
dreams of empire survived the Ethiopian disillusion,
they have now become a jibe and a mockery. A
gifted, industrious, and peace-loving people find them-
selves stripped, by the folly of their leader, of
the little they possessed, bereft of the false
hopes of a better future, confronted with ruin
and despair. Just at present they are being told that
the early triumph of an ally they dislike and distrust
will magically reverse their tragic situation. The dark-
est hour is not yet. It will come when the advancing
year shows that Hitler cannot win."

A Loan to A second loan to Franco's Spain
Spain. of £2,500,000 was announced by

Mr. Butler. Foreign Under Secre-
tary, on 11th April, 1941. and is conditional upon the
expenditure being made in a manner to which the
two Governments agree. The first loan was made a
year ago. Their purpose is to help Spanish internal
reconstruction and in particular to enable Spain to buv
foodstuffs and other essential raw materials abroad.

Sympathy.
American

As long ago as June 1940, an
American friend wrote to Mr.
Louis Hawkin expressing his

admiration for England's stand for "a world of decency
and human dignity." He writes, "God, but we should
be in it. It is our fight. If you can only hold off long
enough for us to get rid of our Munich attitude.
Don't think too harshly of us: you too had to wake
up. There has been a complete change here since
the murder of Belgium. The simple facts are quite
obvious. A Hitler victory means the conquest of
Christianity—the rule of force and trickery in place of
international law and treaty. We can't let Hitler win.
" As to war debts," he continues, " it is simple book-
keeping, our equipment, your blood; only a couple of
years of our defence expenses in cost and a decent
world to live in, compared with 10 or 20 years of
defence expenses and a hell to live in. Well, that is
the present universal attitude here: about where you
were at Munich. However, it is about as inevitable as
fate that we will be in this within a year. Can you
hold them off that long? Yes, of course you will.
How can you lick a people who can, with their bare
hands I guess, fight through to Dunkirk and home?
etc.

RUSSIA-JAPANESE PACT

Russia and Japan signed a pact of friendship and
neutrality on 13th April, 1941, and the following are
the provisions of it: —

Article 1.—Both parties are pledged to a peaceful
and friendly relationship and mutually to respect each
other's territory and territorial integrity.

Article 2.—Should one of the parties be the object
of military operations by one or more third Powers,
the other party pledges itself to strict neutrality for
the duration of the whole conflict.

Article 3.—The treaty shall come into force on the
day of its ratification and remain in force for five
years. It will automatically be prolonged for another
five years unless one of the two parties announces its
desire to cancel it one year before the expiration of
the treaty.

Article 4.—The ratification is to take place in the
shortest possible time. The exchange of the instru-
ments of ratification shall take place in Tokio.

The treaty is accompanied by a Joint Declaration
under which Japan and Russia settle their differences
in North China, Russia agreeing to respect the integrity
of Manchukuo and Japan to respect that of Outer
Mongolia, which is under Russian protection.

A formal repudiation of the Russo-Japanese Decla-
ration is made in a statement issued by the Chinese
Foreign Minister. Dr. Wang Chung-hui. It says: " It
is an indisputable fact that the four N.E. Provinces
of Outer Mongolia are integral parts of the Republic
of China and always will remain Chinese territory.
The Chinese Government and people cannot recognise
any engagements entered into between third Powers
which are derogatory to China's territorial or adminis-
trative integrity."

The Chinese Government later sent a telegram to
Moscow asking for the Pact to be explained, and what
is Russia's policy now to China.

—M. G. Weekly, 18.4.41.

UE OF NATIONS rxiox.—The present address of
the L.N.U. is: 11, Maiden Lane, London, W.C.2.
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CREMER COMMEMORATION

The annual commemoration of the birthday ol Sir
William Randal Cremer, the founder of the Interna-
tional Arbitration League, took the- form of a luncheon
this year (March 15) at the National Liberal Club.
The President, the Et. Hon. C. W. Bowerman, occu-
pied the chair and was supported by a large number
of members of the Council, as well as many invited
guests.

Mr. George Alcock, proposing the toast " The
Memory of our Founder," prefaced his remarks by a
reference to the loss the League had sustained during
the year by the death of Alderman John Joy, J.P.,
C.C., the Chairman of its Council for many years
who, he said, not only worked diligently and unsel-
fishly in the cause of peace but, in addition to his
municipal activities, was an enthusiastic supporter of
the movement for providing open spaces and playing
fields for the children of the cramped and crowded
areas of the Metropolis.

Their founder, said Mr. Alcock, was a striking
instance of a man who, born in lowly circumstances,
yet triumphed over the handicaps of birth, education
and environment to carry out a work of world-wide
importance. He lived for the cause of Arbitration
and, if he had had a slogan, it would have been
" Get Together," and another might have been "Keep
Together." They could not better Fred Maddison's
description of Cremer " Born in poverty he enriched
humanity." (Applause.) Many times he visited the
United States and Continental capitals where he some-
times enlisted the services of most unlikely people in
the cause he had at heart. By 1908 no fewer than
60 arbitration treaties had been established.

The story of Cremer's life had been told by Mr. T.
Howard Evans, of " The Echo."

In the Book of Books it was stated that the Maker
of heaven and earth had said " Come, now let us
reason together." How much the more should the
nations say " Come, now let us reason together?"
He (the speaker) believed in the League of Nations,
but the ultimate basis of that League was force. Their
good friend, Mr. Chancellor, had published a very
useful little article in " The Arbitrator " on that sub-
ject. The new world for which they longed could
only come with a well-ordered peace. (Applause.)

The toast was honoured in silence.
ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE L.C.C.

Mr. Charles G. Ammon, M.P. (Chairman of the
London County Council), in proposing " The New
Democracy," spoke of his acquaintance with Cremer
who came to speak at a brotherhood with which he
was connected. He was delighted to pay a tribute to
the career of one who seemed to have done a bigger
work than even the supporters of the International
Arbitration League appreciated. Eventually the world
would be forced back of necessity to settle its disputes
by arbitration.

Born 100 years ago Cremer had the vision, as many
had had before him, that the time would come when
the weapons of force would have to be laid aside and
resort to the weapons of reason. It was a sad
travesty on our so-called civilisation that, with all
the wonders of science and the triumphs and skill and
resources of humanity, we were engaged in blowing it
to pieces.

We were living in strenuous and difficult times but,
if we faced the position quite frankly, there were some
compensations even in the terrible struggle in which
we were now engaged. London had found itself to be

a community with a civic conscience. People who had
lived next door to one another for years and had never
spoken to one another before had now found a new
comradeship as members of fire-fighting parties.

They understood that the struggle in which they
were engaged was a struggle of democracy against
totalitarianism and the first thing to get clearly into
their minds was what they meant by democracy. Was
it all covered when they said it was something in which
everyone had a vote and an occasional voice in the
election of Parliaments, could think their own thoughts
and express them, worship as they would and read
such papers as they liked? Was that enough to
satisfy us and would it be sufficient to carry us on to
this new world which we were all hoping for? All
these things we had. Democracy must be a state of
mind that was expressed not in the exercise or posses-
sion or direction of material things but in the develop-
ment of those higher moral and spiritual qualities
which alone could make the world a fit and proper
place for men and women to live in. That was the
only way by which salvation could come.

NAZISM A PERVERTED SPIRITUAL APPEAL

We flattered ourselves that in a large measure we
were superior to the totalitarian states, that we had
a greater measure of moral drive and a larger spiritual
foundation than they had. The very first thing we
had to bear in mind was that this contest was a war oi
ideas more than anything else. Nazism was a spiritual
appeal but a perverted one and it could only be beaten
by a stronger spiritual appeal. In a democracy such
as he visualised there could be no room for extremes
of wealth and poverty. When one spoke of equality
he did not mean uniformity but a condition in which
everyone had a right to a fair level of existence and a
fair chance in life. Most of those present had been
in touch, at times other than in war, with men and
women of other nations and the thing that impressed
them most was that all these people were concerned,
much the same as we were, just to live in peace and
comfort and to bring up their families in the best
possible way. Yet, in spite of that, spiritual genius
and wealth were being wasted.

The person who really mattered in this world was the
worker. The world needed men and women who could
see beyond the immediate disturbances and troubles
of the time who would work for the advancement of
the world as a whole. It was in that sense that he
spoke to them and which he believed one could feel
surging up in the veins of our young men and women
who would find it in other ways than in the destruc-
tion of life. He had been in touch with the work of
the International Arbitration League for many years.
That work was by no means finished. They had laid
the foundations and the work must be carried through
to fulfilment. (Applause.)

ECONOMIC ASPECTS

Mr. W. 0. Hall, responding to the toast, spoke of
some of the economic aspects of the war and said that
if the war continued into 1943 our national debt would
have increased, at the present rate of progress by some
ten thousand million pounds. He thought the internal
debt could be dealt with but, externally, we were
really up against a problem because by the end of
this year all our foreign assets in the shape of American
holdings would have disappeared. That was what
was behind the Lease and Lend Bill. The war
had driven us back hundreds of years and those who
stood for the New Democracy should not hide their
heads in the sand like the ostrich but face the things
they would be up against. That was where interna-
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tional thinking played such an important part. In
Russia the Bolshevik revolution was the result of the
terrible condition of the people. In Germany they
turned to Hitler—the biggest mistake they ever made
—and unless the people of this country kept their
heads democracy would perish. Hence there was a
great responsibility laid on everyone in this country
to press on with the solution of the problems that
confronted us. Our wealth abroad was being con-
fiscated, piece by piece.

In thinking out our problems we had to take the
international view. The fact remained that we had to
keep certain principles before us—principles of Free
Trade and free exchange of goods with each other. To
survive we had to have the goods produced by other
countries to support our teeming population. We
had to keep before us the example of a different kind
of bird than the ostrich-—rather the phoenix rising from
its ashes. In taking our world-wide view we had to
deal with peoples of some countries not up to the
standard of intelligence of other countries. There had
been promulgated erroneous ideas that each country
could be made self-contained. The colonies had rallied
round us in the war and if the result was to be suc-
cessful it could only be if they rallied round us in
the peace. It was only by such action by democracies
democracy could survive. (Applause )

F\ITH IN THE FUTURE
Mr. C. A. Radice (Indian Civil Service—retired)

submitted the toast of " The International Arbitration
League " and said that the toast implied faith in the
future such as Cremer would envisage. The aim of
his life was arbitration—a method that implied a peace-
able solution of international difficulties. He empha-
sised the word " peaceable " because in his investiga-
tions he found the greatest difficulty in convincing any-
one that a peaceable solution was possible. The
creation of an Arbitration Court for the pacific settle-
ment of international disputes had been a very won-
derful achievement.

One should try to conceive a clear picture of what
arbitration meant. Suppose that two or three parties
had some definite issue over which they quarrelled
that could be put down in black and white, and that the
parties had agreed in a preliminary fashion to call upon
arbitrators or umpires to decide their dispute. They
would begin with an initial agreement as to the pro-
cedure and the way in which the umpires should work.
Thus straight away difficulties would arise. An
effort was made to overcome that difficulty by the
creation of a Permanent Court of International Jus-
tice that sat at the Hague. That organisation went
a step further towards achieving peace through umpires,
but in many cases arbitration was not able to meed
suitable to the needs of the situation. The reasons for
that were rather technical and were mainly dependent
on the nature of international law and on the absence
of any agreement between nations as to the funda-
mental principles that had to govern international law.

One of the causes of the present war was the
refusal by Great Britain to adopt the great
Christian principle of Brotherhood when the
Covenant of the League of Nations was being
hammered out, and agreement was suggested on this
great principle. He could quote chapter and verse.
It was perfectly clear that that opposition was
a cause of Japan being against us now. The funda-
mental Christian principle was rejected. If it had
been accepted it would have been possible to build on
it an edifice of international law that would have been
suitable for meeting most of the difficulties that had
led to the present war. In the absence of agreement

on that fundamental principle the cause of interna-
tional peace and the Permanent Court of International
Justice had been rendered virtually inoperative. The
machinery that had to deal with our present difficulties
must cover a much wider position. It must be a
machinery capable of being put into action not only
on the ground that some nation had a grievance or
quarrel but the machinery must also be able
to take the initiative when a cloud of war began
to be barely visible on the horizon and before that
cloud covered the whole sky.

THE TIMES " AND INDUSTRIAL BROTHERHOOD

The first leading article in The Times of December
5 had given him very great pleasure. It read: —
" The whole structure of Imperial unity rests on
the assumption that the national interests of the
United Kingdom will not be asserted beyond the point
at which they become seriously incompatible with those
of her partners in the Commonwealth, but no British
statesman has hitherto had the courage to oppose a
policy advocated by British industrialists or British
workers on the ground of the injury which it will inflict
on the industries of France, Belgium or Germany or to
reject a measure designed to favour British agriculture
because it would spell ruin to the Danish farmer."

Our statesmen had never yet contemplated the pos-
sibility of creating machinery to regulate the internal
acts of a nation so that they should not injure an
adjacent friendly neighbouring nation. That was the
principle of the brotherhood of man which must be
brought into our diplomacy. That was a way to solve
the world's difficulties, and it should be supported with
that persistence and courage which was one of the
outstanding characteristics of the founder of the Inter-
national Arbitration League. When a newspaper of
the type of The Times threw out a hint or feeler as
in the extract he had read it meant something worth
considering. The Times was the greatest paper in the
world and he had taken the trouble to make sure
by inquiry that that pronouncement represented the
paper's official policy.

Recently the churches had considered the Pope's
five peace points and the result was a letter to The
Times signed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the
Moderator of the Free Churches Federal Council and
the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster adopt-
ing the five points. Those points had an entirely
spiritual foundation because they were based on the
acceptance of the duty of every being in the world to
consider above all the interests of his brother of every
colour, section or faith because all were sons of God.
That was the only possible principlei that would give
us peace. He hoped that many would follow the
lead given by the highest authorities in the Christian
churches. A great deal was being done in that respect
in the county of Oxfordshire.

A GRE^VT PAST

Miss Hilda Maddison, who was to have responded
to the toast was unable to be present owing to trans-
port difficulties and sent her written speech (read by
Mr. H. G. Chancellor) in which she urged that at this
tragically glorious hour in the history of the British
Commonwealth of Nations it was a sacred trust to
keep alive, and to strive for, the fulfilment of the
purposes for which the International Arbitration
League was founded. Their organisation had a great
past. Its achievements since its humble inception in
1871 would have astonished those who lived then could
they have foreseen them.

Among the pioneers out of whose ideas the move-
! ment was born they found humbler and greater men.
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side by side, as for instance Eichard Cobden, Victor
Hugo and Henry Eichard. The International Arbi-
tration League might have a still greater future if its
supporters had faith and vision.

At this hour, when humanity was assailed by the
most sinister force which had yet attacked it—for it
was not military prowess and ambition which we were
fighting but an attempt to subjugate the mind and
spirit of man by brute force—it was of tremendous
importance that we should keep the organisation of
the League in being in order the better to strive for
the kind of peace treaty, when victory was secured,
which should not sow the seeds of hate and revenge.

Sixty years ago Sir Eandal Cremer outlined a plan
for the establishment of a High Court of Nations
whereby, as Victor Hugo said, all the nations of the
Continent would, without losing their distinctive
qualities and their glorious individuality, constitute a
European fraternity. Her father, Fred Maddison,
believed, as she believed that there was a strong,
divine, spiritual force behind that and kindred organi-
sations making for righteousness in the relationship
of nations which nothing could stem.

VITAL NEED OF THE LEAGUE'S WORK

The work of the International Arbitration League
would be needed in the immediate future as never
before. Old methods might have to give way to new
to meet the new menace in the form of Nazism and
Fascism which had assailed humanity but the prin-
ciples on which the League was founded were innate
in the moral consciousness of man and to quote her
father's words spoken at the dinner given to Sir
Eandal Cremer to commemorate the award of the
Nobel Prize to him in 1904: " Our cause can never
be lost for it is as undying as the Eternal Light."

Mr. H. G. Chancellor (Hon. Sec) congratulated
the President (who has passed his 90th birthday) on
his long life of strenuous work in the Trades Union
movement. He said that the activities of the League
were set forth in the annual report published in " The
Arbitrator." The work was being energetically carried
on in spite of the hampering effects and dislocations
caused by the war. There had never been a time when
there was among the common people a greater long-
ing for a time of peace and quiet, than there was now.
This war would never have happened if the common
people had been in control. They firmly believed in
the ultimate triumph of their cause. (Applause.)

Mr. J. H. Palmer, who had been in touch with Sir
W. Eandal Cremer since 1902, in proposing the health
of the Chairman, said that they who were Londoners
knew the wonderful work that Mr. Bowerman had put
in during a long life. He had always striven for the
uplift of the human race irrespective of country or
colour. He had worked for the coming of the time
when men should brothers be the wide world over.
He (the speaker) had never had that brought home
to him so much as during the last seven years when
he had been working with other friends for the free-
dom of the Ethiopian people. He had thus been
brought into touch with men from Africa, from China
and Japan. They were men of culture and shared
his ideas of the dignity of the whole human race. The
Chairman had had the privilege not only of fighting
for his ideals but of seeing them come to fruition, in
that large numbers of the workers had secured the
rights that God intended them to have. Many pioneers
had sown seeds and had not reaped the harvest but
their work was worthy of all the honour that the
human race could bestow on them. Alluding to the

achievements of the founder of the League Mr. Palmer
expressed the opinion that it would be an excellent
thing if Cremer's life story could be published in the
Penguin Book Series.

The President briefly responded and the proceedings
terminated.

LORD HALIFAX ON WAR AIMS
Prom Lord Halifax's first public speech as Ambas-

sador to the U.S.A. on March 25th, we quote the fol-
lowing points:
1. FREEDOM AND SECURITY.

The principal war aim of my people and of those
who are fighting with us is to win this life-and-death
struggle for the cause of human freedom.

But even the achievement of victory would be Dead
Sea fruit unless we could also achieve that which must
be the greatest peace aim of securing the world, so
far as it is within human power to do so, against a
repetition of this tragedy.
2. COMMUNITY OF NATIONS.

It is not possible now to draw detailed plans for
the future structure of the community of nations.
These must naturally await discussion in free council
by those concerned. But we are already in a position
to see the basis on which agreement must be founded.

Nations, like individuals, can onlj exist in freedom
and security if they are prepared to co-operate for
mutual economic welfare and, if need be, for mutual
defence. In the economic sphere, indeed, everything
depends upon such co-operation. Every nation, great
or small, will have its place and make its own contri-
bution. Just as the liberty of the individual must have
regard to the needs of the community, so must every
nation in future accept its obligations to the general
family of nations.
3 . CO-OPERATIVE REBUILDING.

This business of rebuilding after the war will be a
task far beyond the strength of any single country.
Great Britain is resolved to do her utmost, but it is
clear that if the world is to be brought back to health
after so devastating a sickness it will only be by the
united action of all men and all nations of good will.
4. CONVERSION.

It must be our aim in the present war to convince
the people of Germany that their traditional ambitions
and methods do not pay.

" THE TIMES " ON THE NEW ORDER
The prospects of speedy recovery are excel-

lent so long as we remain steadfast in our determina-
tion to achieve it. The chief obtsacles to it are not
material, but psychological. They lie not in the
poverty of our resources, but in human fallibility and
human selfishness. In the aftermath of the war there
will be a strong and widespread temptation to aban-
don the sense of a common effort for a common cause,
to resume the rivalry between capital and labour for
the extraction of a maximum profit from the processes
of production, and to return to the narrow conception
of national policies which take no account of the well-
being of other nations. If such trends were to prevail,
then recovery would be indefinitely retarded and our
whole society—national as well as international—
might well be in sight of disaster. But they must not
prevail. The task of recovery must be accomplished
in the same spirit which is being freely applied to the
task of winning the war. The lessons which we are
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learning in war will teach us much of the way in which
it can be accomplished. Recovery must, however,
depend in part on the capacity of the Govern-
ment to give a clear and decisive lead; and this lead
will not be forthcoming unless policy has been care-
fully considered and formulated in advance. It is wel-
come news, therefore, that Ministers are addressing
themselves more and more to plans of reconstruction
which cannot lightly be relegated to the future."—The
Times, March 18, 1941.

MR. WINANT ON NATIONAL
CO-OPERATION

Speaking at the Pilgrims' Dinner on March 18th,
his first public speech since taking U2> his post, the
American Ambassador said : —

The free peoples of the world have come to realize
that the enslavement of one nation is a threat to the
liberty of all nations. This is the significance of the
world situation, clearer to-day than ever before. The
peoples of the world were not, and are not, destined
for subjugation to the will of others.

But we must recognize that the well-being of men
and of nations has become interwoven with the well-
being of other men and other nations in a degree that
would have been inconceivable a few short decades
ago. A much greater degree of co-operation is required
between men and between nations than was necessary
before the days when the engine and the dynamo came
to influence our lives. That co-operation can give to
the great mass of men and women a higher standard of
living than our forefathers would have ever dreamed
possible. While we have accepted the machine, we
have not always learned to co-operate with one another
to make the machine the servant, and not the master,
of mankind. Never has man been able to live unto
himself alone, but never has it been so necessary for
man to live and work and co-operate with his fellow-
men as it is to-day.

In an interdependent world men must co-operate,
dominate, or perish.

PEACE AIMS

On a motion for adjournment,
Mr. Duff Cooper, Minister of Information (West-

minster, St. George's, V.), replying to Mr. Stokes
(Ipswich, Lab.), who raised the question of stating
peace aims, said that he had no wish to prevent the
case for making a statement of peace aims being
stated. It had been stated on the radio by Mr. Priest-
ley, and an answer given by a member of the House.
There was a great deal to be said for ventilating the
question of peace aims. So far from being opposed to
any scheme of that sort, he would be prepared to give
it his support. He had even been considering such a
scheme and drafting a programme of the people whose
voices shoud be heard.

As for stating peace aims, that raised immediately
tremendous difficulties. The time might come when
we would be able to state more definitely than we could
now what our war aims were. There was no harm
meanwhile in every one ventilating his view of what
those aims should be, but the Government, which
spoke with responsibility, must be very careful before
they committed themselves, and must be sure what
would be left to build a new world with before they
came to build it.—" The Times," 9.4.41.

THE NAZI FRENCH FAMINE

Writing to The Times of March 22nd, Mr. Philip
Noel Baker. M.P., quotes from " a British observer
whose knowledge of European politics is unrivalled."

" Admiral Darlan has given Goebbels a sparkling
present by his incredible phrase about German
generosity. But he has given us something more
substantial, the information (1) that Germany, who
boasts of her full granaries, requisitioned 2,700,000
quintals of wheat from hungry France; (2) that our
blockade has forced her to give back 2,000,000 quintals.

Whether deliberate or not, this contradiction is an
illuminating example of the confusion of mind which
the Nazis deliberately create throughout Europe. They
do not stop their war of nerves against the conquered;
on the contrary, they carry it on with increased inten-
sity and the same purpose—to create disunity and
hatred within the ranks of their victims 'or intended
victims. As in Germany children were tricked into
denouncing iheir parents, so abroad they set brother
against brother, friend against friend: Paris snarls at
Vichy, Vichy at London; and behind this screen the
dark forces of Nazism plot their next blows and sneer
at the quarrels they have engendered. Let us not fall
into this t rap."

(Vichy admitted on March 27th, five days later,
that the stolen wheat was not " given bach " at all,
but bartered for 190,000 head of cattle, 120,000 other
livestock, 60,000 tons of vegetables and other supplies
including wine and cheese which unoccupied France is
to send the Germans.)

BANISHING OF DEMONS—WANT AND
FEAR

The task of the democracies is twofold, to uphold
the freedoms of the past by the defeat of Hitlerism
and to establish the new freedoms by conjuring the
spectre of want and insecurity. Democracy cannot
afford to perform the first part of the task and to fail
once more in the second. It would be a mockery to
tell the multitudes of those who are already haunted
by the grim vision of want and unemployment after
the war that the banishing of these demons is irrele-
vant to our war effort. A daily war effort measured
in millions of pounds—will be rendered vain if it is
not to be crowned by the effort—necessary to bring a
reasonable standard of welfare and plenty to a better
fed, better housed and better educated population . . .
The co-operation between nations which alone can give
us in the future this " freedom from fear " must be a
practical co-operation, not reserved for moments of
crisis, but applied to the daily needs of the masses
everywhere. The nucleus of this co-operation already
existing must not be broken at the moment of victory,
but must be the starting point of a wider partnership
in the great venture of discovering " what freedom can
do for the welfare of mankind."—The Times, 12.4.41.

FBAXCE \XD THE LEAGUE OF XATIOX8. The Vichy
Government of Prance, under Marshal Petain, has
sent its formal resignation from the League of Nations
to the Acting Gen.-Sec. on 18th April, 1941. By
Article I of the Covenant, members are required to be
fully self-governing States; and, as the M.G. Weekly
of April 25th says, by its action in aiding and abetting
German penetration into Africa the Vichy Govern-
ment has forfeited its claim to an independent foreign
policy.


